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THE TIMEtY RETREAT; 

A YEAE m BENGAL BEFORE THE MUTINIES. 



Th£ mommg we left Mahi^Dg was most 
bitterly cold, and the frost so severe, our 
men fell several times dimbing up the hill. 
When we reached the top and were set 
down to rest, some of the Coolies from the 
other camp passed us, one carrying a port- 
manteau. Natives are inquisitive creatures, 
so he was instantly assailed by questions as 
to whom it belonged, and informed them 
the " Lai wallah" (red one)- Mr, Atheling, 
fi^ra sometimes appealing in a scarlet flannel 
shirt, had earned for himself that appell^ 
tion. You are much better known among 
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natives by my peculiarity than by your 
proper name, which they rarely master, 
making the most ludicrous failures when- 
ever they attempt it. Scarlet is the royal 
colour in India, aad natives are paaaionalely 
fond of it. 

Out homeward path led ua past a great 
many charred trees. Natives travelling are 
so careless lliat they will light a fire under 
any tree, and never think of putting it out ; 
HO it oft<?u smoulders up the trimk till the 
whole tree ia in a blaze, and sometimes you 
see fi hill-side covered with scorched and 
blackened ti'unks, holding up their leafless 
arms as if twisted and contorted in ih^ir 
last agonies. The most curious of the foreet 
Lreea presented to our gaze, 13 that roundj 
ahiny^ wliitj&h grey trujak, which rears itseil 
constantly before our astonished eyes, some- 
times perfectly Btraight, sometimes taking 
two or thi-ee snake-like twists before ridng. 
I am quite sure if a piece of this trunk waa 
divested of branches, and taken home, few 
people would guess its origin. 1 have seen 
many beech-trees not half so timewom or 
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covered with lioary moss j and tliis etrange 
trunk actually belongs to the common 
square-leaved cactus, with whose prickly 
edges our juvenile fingers have so often 
been painfully acquainted at home- 
In retumiog we avoided the inhospitable 
Brahmins of Muchkiam^ and camped at 
Raaker instcnd. It looked a comfortable 
village, having plantations of sugar-cani^B 
and plantains round it, and was not so 
completely deserted, the head man not 
being, perliaps, such a strict disciplinarian aa 
UBual. When we went to look for sketches, 
we collected a curious crowd directly. 
Keith asked one man why he locked up 
all the women, and he assured us he never 
^H did so : he used to do it once, but now he 
^^ had been into Mussoorie and knew better- 
I His people did, he ackaowledgcd. Not 

I knowing exactly what a Saliib could do, 

I they thot^ht it the safest plan to put the 

I women and children out of sight. A woman 

I here showed m the whole process of prfr 

I paring grain. She was a slight, toil-worn 

I creature ; not young, or she would not have 
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been allowed to talk freely to us. Slie 
pouTGd eome grain into a deep round hole 
cut in a stone, then seizing a 'org, lieavy, 
flquare stick, a great deal higher than her- 
self, pointed at both ends aud roundt?d in 
the middle, wliere alio held it, she dropped 
one end with all her strength into the hole, 
accomparying each blow with a grunt, 
Keith took tte pole from her and struck 
two or three blows with it, but she snatched 
it back again, saying, in a scornful tone, 
that it was woman's work. The hole being 
on a level with the groundT of course it got 
Mi of dust and small stones, and as the 
grain sprang out it was restored with a 
handful of dust. When suflicienlly beaten 
it ia put into a little wiekcr basket, like a 
shovel with the handle off, and another 
woman, holding it high in the air, shook 
it well, till the chaff and the dust flew away, 
leaving the grcun (and the stones) clear, 

A stout old woman, dressed in tlie saffron 
robes of a pilgrim, occupied herself in direct- 
ing and scolding everybody by turns : she 
fi^tcned away two or three groups of 
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ragged, dirty little imps, Trhom I "was on 
the point of transferring to paper: no doubt 
she "was the village tyrant- I suppoae her 
pilgrim's attire gave her authority, for the 
other old women sat passively by. We 
offered the woman who had been pounding 
grain for ua Gome money, but ahe did not 
eeem to care for iu They have little use 
for money; eseept to pay the KajaVs tribute 
they require none, and do not wisli to culti- 
vate more corn than they need, or otherwise 
enrich themselves, aa they would only have 
to pay aa increased tribute. 

Here stood in two places the trident, 
emblem of the god Muhadeo, covered mlh 
garlands of marigolds, their sacred flower. 
It is the double pale yellow African ruari- 
gold, and you are sure to see a plot of it in 
every villc^e. They hang garlands of it over 
their doorways, and ornament them.^'elves 
profusely with its blossoms. One of the first 
things that struck me in the hills was seeing 
men walking and lounging about with neck- 
laces and wreaths of marigolds on; while 
groups of women were working in the fields 
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without tte ornaments oae woulil have 
thought belonged of right to the weaker, if 
sot in this case the fairer, sex. 

All the Puharries {Rajpoots, as they call 
themselves) keep a race of slaves called 
Dhoomes, taken originally in battle, I be- 
Heve- The women are always to be seen 
dressed in a dark blfinkct, tied round the 
waist] and fastened over the left shoulder, 
the right led free. The Piiharries sell their 
female children openly. Every wife has to 
be bought. An American missionary told 
ufl, when making a tour through the hills, he 
met a man with a pretty little girl about 
eight years old. The missionary asked several 
questions about the child, and at last the man, 
Buppoaing he meant to buy her, eaid he would 
give her for tliree hundred rupees. He had 
already sold all hia other children, but ex- 
pected more for this one, as she was the 
prettiest. These poor ignorant creatures have 
some absurd delusions. If you look at a 
woman through a telescope, she instantly 
sits down, and refuses to move till the tele- 
scope disappears. 1 behave, in old times, 
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telescx)pes reversed the objects you looked at, 
and a knowledge of tbis kind of glass having 
just reached ihe hills, a Puhanie woman be- 
lieves you mean to tura her upside down, 
and therefore seats hers<-lf to defeat yonr ob- 
ject. They have a great horror of being 
sketched, fancyicfr it is soyqq kind of magical 
process, I was gencially obliged to get ray 
figures by stealth, and resort to all kinds of 
expedients to deceive them as to which one 
I was taking. 3f I looked twice at the same 
person, alie invariably got np and went away. 
They had never seen English ladies beferc-i 
and it took some time to persuade them we 
were not ** Sahibs " 

We met a nice-looking girl, one day, pick* 
ing those pretty black nnd red seeds children 
are so fond of. Tliey were to form a neck- 
lace for herself. 1 begged Keith to try and 
make her sit to me, which, after great per- 
suasion, she did, incited by the bribe of a 
little heart-shaped locket I had long worn as 
a charrn, and which had proved itself any* 
thing but gold. She and her husband both 
believed tliis to be a talisman of valne, and 
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he insisted on her submitting to be sketched, 
which she did, trembling all over, and with 
her eyes full of tears; eho sprang away like 
a deer the raoraent she was released. They 
wear a loose, short jacket, and a very full 
pettlcoatj one eud of which is Lucked into 
the waist when they oi-e chmbtng or working, 
A quantity of undressed wool ia fastened to 
their bttck hair so as to make a firm founda- 
tioTijand roimd it all is twisted an enormous 
turban^ which makes them look top-heavy, 
but must be a good shield from the suu, be- 
sides making a secure resting-place for the 
heavy loads they sometimes carry. Keith says 
in each village they have a marriage turban 
made of red and blue worst«dj larger than 
an umbrella, which every bride wears for a 
short time on her head during the wedding 
ceremony. The women are small made and 
very active, and they have neatly-cut fea- 
tures. We saw two or three faces at Kutoor 
that were really pretty. One girl had a 
dusky glow o!i her brown cheeksj which, 
whether it was natural or artificial, was verj" 
becoming. They all look well at a little 




P" 


1 


■ 


r 


^ 




1 


1 


h"% 


I^^^^IBIb^^C^A- ^— JuS^^^^dJDti 


1 




,, « 

u^^ 


*jfc.'^\3^^^^^^Bit wS^^Kt 


1 




f 




•D 
Q 




V 


\ ttjfSiu iI^^^KbM j^f ■^ 


S 






^ 


< 


1 


^_ 


^ 


J 



A YEAB m BENQAL. 



diatrince, "but a nearer approach dispels the 
illusion. Their clothes ai'e filthily dirty, and 
their hairguiltlesa of any attempt to smoothe 
or arrange it. The children's hair waa lull 
of burrs and grass-seedsj sticking out from 
their heads like a penthouac. Hill people 
only bathe on those rare occasions when 
they pas3 the Ganges, declaring that water 
gives them rheumatism. 

We crossed the Ganges at Charmah by a 
rope bridge of peculiar construction. A series 
ofbamboos are tied ahghtly together by ropes 
till they are long enough to reach across the 
rivcr^ which is very wide, two strong ropes 
are swung from two opposite trees, and the 
lengthened bamboo is suspended from them 
by a number of thin ropes. Tou walk on 
the cancj holding on by the two higher 
ropes, which is not a pleasant position. The 
whole bridge swings and vibrates terribly, 
quite enough to make any one eca-ack, to 
say nothing of being giddy; while the stream 
beneath ia boiling and rushing furioualy, 
strong enuugli, they say, to sweep away an 
elephant. I do not know what width it is, 
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but I could not majiagc to moke a sketch 
th&t took in lx)tb ends of the bridge at all, 
and was obhged to be content Tvith a fiection 
oiil3\ Keith tried to tempi the dogs to ewim 
over, but they were always baOied, and 
obliged to returru At last they were carried 
over, so was the Ayah^ much to niy brother's 
amuaemcnt, he thinking it far safer to trust 
to his own feet than to those of a CooHe, 
with his weight added on to his own. The 
poor gouts were carried over with their legs 
ticdi and screoranig horribly. We had four, 
which always came up at breakfast and 
dinner in hopes of getting some salt, an 
article they were inordinately fond of» One 
poor thing ate aome poisonous shrub on the 
road^ and was dreadfully ilL I do not know 
bow the goa[;mac was able to get it on at alL 
However, nest day it seemed all right again, 
though we desired none of its milk should 
be sent to our table. 

One day we passed a pilgrim from Guq- 
goutri, who, of course, loudly begged alms 
of us; and Keith, knowing these men often 
suffer great hardships on their road, threw 
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him some small coin, and he contrived even 
to extract some pice firum our poor Coolies. 
KcEtb was disgusted aftcnvarda to find he 
was a very well-to-do Brahmin^ who was 
travelling comfortably with hia wife, and a 
servant to carry bis things. This mao, some 
time after, told a friend of ours " he had met 
Keith out in the jungle with two of his 
wives,'* meaning ourselves. The idea of 
travelling with aistere, I suppose, never 
struck him- My brother astoniehed us 
greatly by telling us that far up in the in- 
terior, beyond the bounds of civilisation, and 
far oat of the track of travellers, exists a 
tribe of people supposed to be deacendocts 
of some of the Greek soldiers left there dis- 
abled and invalided by Alexander the Great, 
when he advanced to the conSnes of India. 
They possess the Greek physiognomy in all 
its perfection, straight noae and short upper 
lip^ and retain their language and religion 
intact. Only conceive there being yet a 
people in existence to whom a Dryad ia not 
a name — to whom the lovely mytbs of 
classical ages are living malities! These 
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aoi-disani Greeks -wage a fierce and vindic- 
tive "war with the bordering tribes. They 
have preserved their identity through all 
theee centuriGS by resolutely putting to death 
every maa who ventures to intrude on their 
dominionH, though they endeavour to entrap 
and steal the children of their neighbours in 
order to bring them up to hate the religion 
of their forefathers. Of course the tribes 
around return the compliment whenever 
they have an opporlutiity. No Englishman 
has yet dared to penetrate to this remnant 
of ancient Greece; but K^ith, in common 
with many others, cherishes the hope of 
some day piercing the veil which has hitherto 
shrouded it from civilised eyes, lie meant 
to go and live on the confines of the for- 
bidden land till be had in Bome degree 
mastered the language and habits of the 
people, and then trust to being able to dis- 
guise himself eufficienily to deceive them. 
Should he succeed, the enterprise would 
surely be exciting enough to tempt many a 
bold spml to follow hira, 
Keith, having ]iurt his foot, had on im- 
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promptu dandee made out of a tent-pole for 
two or three daySj and tried being carried, 
but did uot like it ai all, not being ablo to 
reconcile himself to sit reaignedly through 
everything as we did. His men were gene- 
rally trooping after him, or assisting ours. 
No doubt, from his being much heavier than 
we wert?j the danger of slipping was greater 
for the men. On one of those days we met 
a Zemindar, who directed us to go up a very 
steep hill, and, after toiling up mih great 
trouble, we found we had a difficult and 
dangci"0U3 deacent to encounter, during which 
Keith's men slipped and rolled liitn out. 
Then wc discovered that we had been made 
to undertake this estra hour of fatigue and 
toil by the Zemindar solely to prevent our 
passing through his village, which lay on 
our road. He had followed on pretence of 
guiding us ; and when Keith discovered how 
"we had been deceived, he administered some 
smart blows with his cane to the thick head 
of the designing Puliarrie, who looked r[uite 
idiotic while receiving the chastisement, and 
as if he could not conceive where it c.ime 
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from. The moment, however, he seemed 
GonviDced that it waa meant for hun, he 
brightened up astonisbingly, and grew over- 
poweiingly civil, insisting on aiding in carry- 
ing the dandees and accompanying ua some 
way. This is a purely native trait. The 
moment you have, beyond a doubt, esta- 
blislied your superiority, and shown him you 
mean to be obeyed, however rude he may 
have been a moment before, he becomes in- 
stantly cringmgly polite, and appears to tcel 
a positive pleasure in being tjTannised over. 
On one occasion, when Keith had travelled 
far towai'da Thibet, and was being carried 
home very ill in a dandee, unable to move, 
he was set down in a village, and his old 
Cooties rcfuemg to go any fartheij he sent 
for the head men, and desired them to 
give him aorac more ; but tbcy, supposing 
he was quite too weak to resent any in- 
di^ty, only laughed at him, telling him to 
get CooUes for himflelf, Koused at this im* 
pertinence, Keith exerted all hia strength, 
and succeeded in springing up and knocking 
the nearest man down, and then asked him 
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how many Coolies he csould have. "Aa 
many as the Sahib pleases,*' was instantly 
the humble reply; and the required number 
were immediately forthcoming. 

Whenever we wanted any extra men, the 
Teree Chuprassee went into a village, and 
the head man was bouod to furnish them; 
but they would only go as far as the next 
village, "where a new set had to be collected- 
The promise of money does not incite them 
to work at alL Some men who had come 
with us two marches stole away in the night, 
fearing lesL they should be compelled to go 
on another day, and preferring to forfeit 
their two day&' pay rather than work any 
juore. That Teree Chuprassee always im- 
pressed a man to carry his personal bsiggage, 
who^ no doubtj was never paid. On one oc- 
casion, the Coolie furnished for him pre- 
sented herself in the shape of a girl about 
twelve years old. The bundle giveu to hei* 
was very light — probably much lighter than 
the loads she daily carried — or Keith would 
have interfered. As it was, he knew he 
should have gi^eat diUculty in finding the 





16 



THE TIMELY HETSEAT ; OE, 



lazj" fatter or brother who had sent her as a 
substitute, and compelling him to do his own 
■work. 

The scBsation of unbounded spoce and 
perfect fcedomj added to the exliilaratiiig 
effects of the mountain air, makes you ex- 
ceedingly incliped to give vent to your extra 
spuits, by shouting and singing at the top of 
your voice. Nora used often to indulge 
her feelings by going through all the aira 
and ballads her memory was stored Avith, 
and I thought tlie eclioea could hardly have 
been more pleasantly awakened tlxau wh^u 
ringing back "Bonny Charlie's now awa'," 
or, " I would that my love could silently 
flow," But one day, when amusing our- 
selves as usual, we were startled by hear- 
ing Keith's voice behind ua (when we be- 
lieved him to be milra away shooting) ex- 
claiming, " No wonder the game is so scarce. 
If that howling is going to continue, you 
must let me get ou in front ;" an imperti- 
nent remark which of course only mndc ua 
I'edouble our vocal efforts - 

"When Keith was out in the jungle by 
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hiiDEelfi he never made any arrangements to 
have letters sent after him: having once or 
twice, on former e::peditions^ been recalled 
before hia time about eome unimportant 
bneiness, he took good caro now, by leav- 
ing no trace of his whereabout, to prevent 
any chance of another recal ; but, in pity to 
onr anxieties about our English letters, he 
despatched a Coolie to Musaoorie, to bring 
out to ua any thaL had arrived. The Coolie 
overtook us at Phuror, but our disappoint- 
ment was great on discovering the stupid 
man had never gone to the post-office, only 
called at our house, and consequently 
brought us nothing but notes from local 
friends, facetiously directed to '*Criju Tar- 
tary^ or elsewhere;'* " To be found between 
Thibet and Central India;" ^* Somewhere in 
the Interior;"* containuig all the latest Mus- 
soorie gossip, but of the home news, for 
which we were thirstingj not a Kne. The 
offending Coolie was immediately despatched 
a second time, and refound us at Xlkl-d.. We 
received our budget of letters just as night 
had cloaed in. How busy people seemed to 
VOL, IL C 
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bo — going to ballsj writing squibs^ marrying 
and engt^ing themselves. As we sat by 
our camp'fire, talking over all the events 
described^ how strangely difficult it was to 
realise the difference in our position acd 
theirs; transported in one momeat from our 
little camp, the only spot of civilisation tor 
miles ftround, to busy, breathless London, 
and then to quiet countiy homes, peaceful 
in general, but just now overflowing with 
the bustle consequent on some unwonted 
event. What a man^'ing fever seemed lo 
be raging in England ! — eight young ladies, 
ia as many short months, have tiikeu on 
tliemaelves the cares and responsibilities of 
matrimony I "We looked at each other with 
awe-struck eyes^ and felt there would be a 
blank in many homes when we returned. 
"What with all these girls marrying^ and 
you two away,*' said one, ^' ail the young 
life of our circle seems departed,'^ Take 
ten young ladies out of any circle, reader, 
and what remains ? ^* Come back/' said all 
the letters; **we are so lonely without youT' 
"Come back 1" the sighing whispers of the 
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dark forests around repeated tlie f^nt echoes 
of the home voices, and from the mysterious 
depths of the Ilimalayaii jungles our hearts 
replied, " We conie T Dear friends, did jou 
hear those earnest promises ? 

At B^ we went to look at. the trees 
where "we had cut oui loitialfl in gigantic 
letters when going up, and found them look- 
ing satisfactory. Keith rubbed them over 
with some dust and ashes^ to make the 
natives suppose they were some mystical 
signs connected with religion, and tlius pre- 
vent any mischievously-disposed person from 
defacing them. Faqueeis alwaj's smear them- 
selves, or anything they deem sacred, over 
with mud and white ashes; and their holy 
toilet, when completed, is about as disgust- 
ing a sight as can be conceived. 

Wo were surprised to find in returning 
how lightly we looked on dangers tliat on 
first starting had seemed almost inmirmount- 
able. Our men, too, were now so perfectly 
inured to climbing, that they scrambled 
quickly over places that in going out had 
been looked at with much hesitation. Their 
c2 
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great delight was to get an e^ra Coolie, a 
fresh hand, to assist in carrying the dandeea, 
and then make him run the whole way, 
insisLiag on going faster and faster, with- 
out a moment's pause, till the unfortunate 
Btranger, only accustomed to proceed at a 
dignified pace, was compelled to give up, 
breathless and exhausted, while our men, in 
capital training, laughed and jeered at him 
for liis effeminacy, though, had the spirit of 
emulation not kept them up, they would 
probably have been grumbling themselves 
about the fatigues of the way. It ia extra- 
ordinary how much esertion these men will 
endure^ and what long marches they will 
take, when their cupidity ia once excited, 
A gentleman at Mussoorie told us a friend 
of his, when out shooting in the jungle, 
often sent Coolies into the station with 
venison for presents^ and, to ensure its 
speedy delivery while etill in a serviceable 
state, used to promise bucksbeesh, increas- 
ing in proportion to the shortness of time 
elapsing between the despatch of the veni- 
son and its delivery; and the mpidity with 
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which these men travelled great distances 
was incredible, Thig gentleman was roused 
one morning very early, by his eervants re- 
porting there waa a dead man lying at the 
bottom of the road. He went directly to 
see, and found two men — one dead and the 
other insensible, each with a deer strapped 
on to his ehoulders. Tlicy had started to- 
gether from ihe camp^ and, incited both by 
the hope of revrard and emulation of each 
otherj had over-tasked their etrecgthj and 
fallen withiQ sight of the end of their jour- 
ney. The poor creature still alive w;tH taken 
to the hospital, and, after great care and 
trouble, recovered- All Coohea are not 
such willing, uncomplaining beings, how* 
ever, for I one morning saw one of our 
dandee men, a fat, idle lad, named Kootoo, 
crying bitterly, with the big tears positively 
rolling down hia face. We begged Keith 
to inquire into the cause of euch ex- 
treme grief, and found it only arose from 
the pole of the dandee^ rubbing oa hie 
coarse blanket, having chafed Ids shoulder; 
30 he was degraded to be a pack*Coolie, 
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and anoAer 'elevated to his place. I won- 
der what English lad of eighteen would 
have been found gobbing for such a paltry 
cause ! 

"We saw one day a whole colony of 
joung locusts, preparing, doubtless, when 
old enough, to come down on some well- 
cuhivated plain and annihilate every ves- 
tige of vegetation. Some of them were the 
pink locuata, and I have heard a flight of 
them dcflcribed as a most lovely sight — a 
glowing rose-coloured cloud. Of course they 
arc just as destructive, though much rarer 
than the common ones. 

Our servants brought notice one evening 
that some wild dogs had just chased a cow 
over a khud^ and were then engaged at the 
bottom iu eating her, Keith went to look at 
them, but was much yexeA he had not been 
called earlier that he might have seen the 
sport. These dogs are very cunning, and 
bunt together in packs with an intelligence 
and combination lar exceeding our trained 
hounds at home. I have been told, but 
know not how true it may be, that when 
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these dogs havo puppies to provide for, they 
will not kill their gaine at a great distance 
from their holca (they live ia colonies), but 
chase the animals near their homes before- 
hand, so that thoyhavc not far to carry the 
food for thtiir children. 

At PhMee I got a splendid group of hill 
woraen, with most exquisitely-rolled tur- 
bans and a superb display of barbaric jewel- 
lery; they nearly all wore a nose-ring, and 
a whole bunch of rings and jingling tassel- 
like ornaments in their eat^ which were 
pierced all the way up; sometimes a thick 
heavy chaia of silver connected one of tho 
ear-rings with the necklace. We were often 
struck by the singular and striking character 
of these ornaments, nnd wanted to purchase 
them from the women, but were always de- 
terred by the Ayah, who assured us they 
were all mode in the plains^ and when we 
returned home she would bring ua heaps of 
them from the bazaar. The poor Ayah was 
certainly glad her jungle wauderings were 
drawing to an end. Taking no intereat in 
the scenery, she must have found the tame 
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tedious in the extreme; and the Coolies, I 
am sure, oftea made her walk far more than 
■was necessary, by pretending to slip, until 
Ehe bccamo too much alarmed to reraaia in 
the dandee. Slie constantly told us iL was 
**very far," or that "Mussoorie was very 
nice:" but I am sure no European servant 
■would have been so uncomplaining under 
so many difficulties. Her muslin draperies, 
too, collected a double (juantity of the end- 
less varieties of grass-seeds, that clung to any- 
thing they touched with a pertinacity that 
nothing but an hour or two of patient and 
careful picking could oTercomen I am cer- 
tain our party must have scattered acres of 
these dreadful seeds along our path- tSome 
of them were so sharp tbey actually sewed 
themaetres in and out of your clothes, and 
fastened them together like pins. We gave 
up in despair any attempt to keep our pu- 
gherces clear ; and the shawls which we 
threw over our feet ui the cold mornings 
were in such a state as to excite the com- 
passion even of the dandee men, who often 
epent our intervals of rest in striving to re- 
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store them to something like their original 

state. Our veils had long been puckered 
up in such a manner as to be totally useless. 
Altogether we must have presented rather 
a forlorn appearance, and contemplated our 
entrance into Landour with Gome dismay. 
The last night in the jungle we camped near 
Phadee, a place chiefly remarkable for a 
splendid carred wooden doorway, in a style 
of florid Byzanline art, and for the hut or 
shop of a moat spirited Buniali (native 
merchant)^ who has rented all the hill-sidea 
near, and cultivates potatoes for the Mus- 
soorie market : I never saw such mctgnificcQt 
ones anywhere, so large and floury- Keith 
seeing it was an opportunity not to be lost, 
ordered a large quantity far our winter 
supply at Dhoorghur, knowing it would 
be impossible to get any so fine on the 
plains. This enterprising man has (in a 
degree) levelled ihe path between Phftdee 
and ilussoorie, ao as to make it passable 
for the troops of little tats who carry the 
potatoes, when dug, into the station. l*or* 
cupines are very destructive to these potato 
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plantationsj finding the roots a moat rechercki 
article of food, Keith sayg porcupines them- 
selves are very good eating ; they are dressed 
by being rolled up, quilla and all^ into a 
huge ball of c!ay, then popped into the 
middle of a wood fire, and when sufficiently 
done you break open the ball of day, to 
which all the quills adhere, leaving the 
porcupine ready for table. It is nearly im- 
posaiblc to pick all the qoilla out before 
cooking it. 

That evening we were delighted to wel- 
come back our three ponies, a rnGssenger 
having been despatched to order them to 
meet ue here. "Tommy Tattoo" celebrated 
his joy on the occasion by galloping about 
during the night (as he was never picketed), 
tumbling over the ropes of our tent, and try- 
ing to come IB, which, besides awaking ue 
in a irightj disturbed the goats very murh, 
and made them so uneasy, they effectually 
prevented our sleeping much more, which I 
was not sorry for, however, as it Bccmcd a 
waste of time to sleep away our last night in 
the jungle. Before retiring to rest we had 
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Fa very severe thunderstorm, accotnpaiii<>d by 
tremendous hail and rain. Keith had a 
trendi dug round our tents to drain the wet 
off; it wfla most fortunate they were up at 
all before the ground got HOaked. 
Wc discarded our dandecs and raoiintcd 
our poTiies next niomiog with great eatisfac* 
lion, and recognised each well-known peak 
as it came in sight, and each little white dot 
of a bungalow, with all the pleasure of 
absentees returning home, and, when we 
reached Landour, could scarcely believe it 
to be the same place. The paths we hiLd 
been wont to think so narrow for cantering 
on were rjuite broad roads to our uncivilised 
eyes, and aa for the Mall, it was fit for car- 
riages. Everything is comparative in this 
world. On reaching our house we saw some 
Icnu pitched beside it, and found our cousin 
Honald had just arrived en route for the 
jungle, loo late to accompany us, unfortu- 
nately- However, a gentleman never seems 
to feel lonely with his beloved rifle beside 
him. As he could procure no Coolies to ac- 
company him, he hoped to profit by the dia- 
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missal of oiirs, and when ihey were all col- 
lected to receive their pay, he made ihem a 
speech, advising them to join hie camp and 
return agaui to the jungle, promising to slioot 
plenty of game for their "Khana;" but tbe 
only volunteer such a noble olTer secured ^vas 
our Zouave, who was undaunted by t]ie 
perils of the road- Keith advised him to 
offer (as the difSculty of finding men would 
increase every day, most of them returning 
to their own villagee for the winter) live 
annas a day^ and tbis princely bribe induced 
a few suiEcient for his camp to forego the 
delights of rest, and the pleasure of spending 
what they had alreatiy earned, and retrace 
their weary steps. Ronald took out a whole 
pack of dogs with him — all ours in addition 
to his own — and we took possession of our 
old home, of whichj during our absencej the 
spiders and silver fish had been aUowed the 
entire range. These latter destructive little 
animals, the bane of ladiea' wardrobes, will 
eat almost anything they can find — linen 
and drcaacs, books and papers, nothing comes 
amisfl to them. They are especially partial 
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to cmbroiderecl muslin. Many poor ladies, 
having packed their best tilings in tin for the 
rainsj find them totally destroyed, riddled 
through and through by the shoip teeth of 
these land fish. As for the spiders, I cannot 
even now recal them without a shiver, itey 
were so enormous, exactly like those hideous 
monsters, with black bodies and shaking 
wire legs, that little boys in London will 
persist in offering to you for sale. I always 
supposed they were the fabulous creations of 
BoiDG disordered imagination till I saw the 
hill spiders^ and instantly recognised them as 
the original of the London penny horror. 

Our liouse at Landour seemed quite ex- 
tensive, and furnished in a style of un- 
exampled luxury, after the makeshifts of the 
jungle; yet wo returned to Mussooric feel- 
ing it would be impossible again to submit 
to all the conventionaltics of highly civilised 
life and its accompanying intense stupidity, 
our jungle experience had made us feci auch 
extreme sympathy with gipsies and other 
wandering tribes : but the force of habit makes 
victims of us all, and the very day after our 
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return to LanJour saw us properly equipped 
for a ride on the MalL Certainly it was 
comforting to one's feelings to find oneself 
again on horseback, and able to take a good 
canter without upeetting a jhampaun or cap- 
sizing a weak-minded gentleman; for the 
Mall was dcecrlcd — all the fashionables had 
departed, scared by the growing sliai-pnesa 
of the air, telling of the eevere froat3 in store, 
and so down tliey went tu the plains to pre- 
pare for all the delights of a cold season and 
its concomitant bulls and gaieties. 

Our Dhobee and his family bad been left 
iu charge of our house at Landour during 
our absencCj and hia little son greeted us on 
our telum wilIi m respleudont bunch of last 
lingering flowers. During Nora'a convales- 
cence, this little fellow would appear con- 
stantly in the verandAh, his red shawl grace- 
fiilly draped over one shoulder, to present 
his ofiering of flowers. One day he advanced 
in conscious pride of bestowing on us some- 
thing worthy of our acceptance. This turned 
out to be some grotesque elephants and olLer 
impossible animals moulded in sugar, which 
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he evidently looked upon as uDparalleled 
luxuries. He would williugly take bonbons 
from us though ho was a Hindoo, and ought 
to Lave lost caste by toudiing anything edible 
belon^ng to Feringhoea; but natives are so 
fond of sugar in all gbapes that they have 
made a convenient rule lor themselves that 
sweetmeats are only to be manuJaclured by 
the highest caatea, and consequently every' 
body may eat them, just as all creeda and 
castes alike driuk water from a Dheestie'a 
mussuck (leathern water-bag). Our Dhobee 
was certainly a man oi" substance, ibr he had 
his wife and children up to the hills ibr 
change of air entirely at his own expense, 
besides going down to fetch them himselJi 
and paying another man to fill his place 
during his absence. 

At Mussoorie the butchers have an original 
mode of soliciting orders. Whenever they 
Intend killing an ox or sheep, a list is made 
out of the various joints and parts of the 
animal, with the day on which tliey will be 
delivered. The list is scut round to every 
house^ and those de&iroua of purchasing write 
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their name against the required piece, which 
genei'aUy b well attended to. But one day, 
eJas ! the quarter of lamb did not make its 
appearance at the appointed time, and the 
Chupraasee ivas ordered to go and remind 
the butcher of our expected joint. This he 
refused to do, saying he should lose caste. 
Keith rcmindcNi hira he ■^vaa not to bring 
home the meat, Himply to take tlie message, 
but in vain. The man declared that as the 
butcher killed beef and had it on his premises, 
he dare not go near hira. My brother -waa 
highly indignant, and gave him his dismis- 
eal at once, much lo our sorrow, as he had 
been a good servant in all respects but this 
one thing. Everybodyj however, applauded 
Keith's determinutioD, eayiag that the per*' 
nicioua eficcts of giving in to caste were too 
great to admit of the indulgence of it in the 
Blighleat degree. I really think, altogether, 
we treat the natives fer too much as reason- 
ing beings. They are so childish in mind, 
that, like childreUj they ought to be com- 
pelled to obey the orders they cannot com- 
prehend. The benefit of the coercive syetem 
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ifl observable in the difference between the 
servants and Coolies in Laiidour and Mus- 
aoorie. At the former place, being entirely 
a military sanitariuinj an impertinent servant 
is acnt with a note to the officer in charge of 
the barracks, and is summarily dealt with 
offhandp Conscqucntlyj the Landour men, 
knowing what they have to expectj are civil 
and obliging; while the Mussoorie people 
are daily plagued by the insolence of their 
servants, because the latter know well that^ 
before punbhing them, a long and tiresome 
form has to be gone through, from their 
masters having to apply to the civil court for 
redress. Gentlemen, therefore, often bear 
rudencas rather than take the trouble of 
going to law about it. 

My brother, being disappointed with his 
sport in the jungle, set off for the Dlioon in 
quest of elephants^ as he had still a few 
weeks of leave remaining, and Nora and I 
betook ourselves to reflections on our past 
adventures and extended escursioas in our 
own neighbourhood. We had often been 
told of the beauty of the '* Murray Falls" — a 
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favourite aitc for pionics — and determined 
on judging for ourselves; so, gett-ing a lady 
fiiend to accompany us, we started one fine 
morning with our ponies and one dandee. 
We had been told we could uot get near the 
fnlld save on foot; so, as a precautionary 
measure, left the beloved "Puclt'^ at the 
Dhobee'3 village — a singular-looking place, 
chiefly remarkable for the rows of garmiaits 
hanging out to dry, ''fluttering Lke snowy 
banners in the breeze," All the washerwomen 
of Mussoorie abide here for the convenience 
of the dear stream of running water. As 
we had not the slightest idea of where the 
falls were, only that they were somewhere 
in that direction^ we thought it desirable to 
make inquiries, and were informed we had 
better trace the stream up to its eource. This 
advice was a sheer impossibility, but we 
determined to get to the waterfalls never- 
theless, and by dbt of immense perseverance 
and no small amount of courage, we not only 
reached them ourselves, but persuaded our 
marvellous pony "Tommy" to stand at the 
foot of the falia also— a feat he may well be 
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proud gCj as we were aeaured no four-footed 
animal larger than a dog could perform it; 
but then "Tummy'' hadmore sense tlianniany 
human beings* But my nerves were destined 
to be more severely tried tban I expected, 
for, on retuming by & supposed shorter route, 
we came to a bad landslip, over which a 
alight path had been trodden, suffidant for a 
man to walk over with care and dicumspec- 
tjon, as it was formed of litde rolling stones. 
I wOB mounted on " Tomm)^'' The shades of 
e\'eniagwere gathering, but 1 could Bee an 
unpleasantdookinr^ abyss ready to receive 
me, I cannot think why I did not dismount, 
but on I went till, nearly over the bad bit, 
one of *' Tommy's" hind legs slipped, and 
then both went over the edge. Still he had a 
Good hold with his fore le^a, after two vigor- 
ous efforts regained hia footing, and seemed 
noways disconcLTted at his escape ; Ijut, for 
myself, I felt a most unpleasant eensation of' 
intense fear- While he was stm^ling I had 
full time to realise my position, and knew 
there was no hope for me if he lailed in his 
efforts J and even now it gives me a cold 
d2 
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shudder to think of it. But ^Tommy" never 
feared anjtliing. He had a most provoking 
trick of dancing on the edge of a khud — no- 
thing would br^ak him of itj so, one day, 
Keith dismounted, and with great difficulty 
Bucceeded in pushing liirn over, thinking, if 
it did not kill, it would surely cure hira for 
the future. After a few moments of breath- 
less suspense, he looked over the edge*, and 
beheld " Master Tommy" coolly grazing on 
a little patch of grass, having fallen about 
twelve feet, and, finding himself unhurt, he 
thought it a pity to waste valuable time, so 
made the best of it. Keith had immense 
trouble to get him pulli^d up to the path 
again, nowise daunted by hia adventure; 
nothing could eradicate his perversensss and 
obstinacy. 

One day, when seated quietly at dinner, 
a note in an imknown hand was brought us, 
and the '^^Titer, after a long preamble beg- 
ging us not to alarm ourselvea, which of 
course made us espect the worst, informed 
us Keith Lad seriously cut his hand, and so 
■was unable to ^-rite himself. A parcel with 
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two nondescript lump^^ one bristly, the other 
flmooth, accompnnied the note, and "wcrc re- 
spectively labelled, ** An elephant's la!], and 
tongue." Keith had, then, shot his elephant; 
and next day he arrived himself, being uD' 
able to shoot any more with his ivounded 
hand. It seems he had tracked the elephant 
Q long -way first on ■' Grog," then on foot, ac- 
companied by the fdthfiil Keniah, and had 
killed it by a ball between it3 eyes. It was 
a splendid animal, with tusks three feet long. 
He then proceeded to cut out the tongue for 
our refection, ond in further pursuance of 
^^ Gordon CummingV directions, was com- 
mencing to dissect the foot with a kakri— a 
scythe-shaped instrument, when his fingers, 
being slippery, fell with all the force he 
was using on the sharp blade, and inflicted a 
ghastly cut; go the elephant's foot is atill an 
notaated delicacy to us. He had to in;irchto 
Dehrah — a distance of some fourteen miles — 
to get his wound dressed, and then despatched 
a Coohe with the tongue and tip of the tail 
for our benefit. The tongue waa boiled — 
how many hours I should be afraid to state, 
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but at least the whole day — oni -we each in- 
aerted b scrap boldly into our moullis, aud 
sat patiently chewing a Bubstance much re- 
aembling mucilagiiioi.is shoe-leather for ten 
minutes, without making any impression or 
extracting any taste ; so we decided ele^ 
phant'a tongue might be a rarity, but we 
should not grieve after it on that account. 
The tail we diveated of its hairs, keeping 
them as a remembrance ; not that they are 
a bit Uke an elegant loclc ol' hair, but each 
sticlis out independently and very strong, 
about the thickne?s of a ring. 

Wc were thanfeful to get Keith back at any 
cost, even minus a joint of hia little finger, 
as our irienda had unceasingly laboured to 
convince us of the extreme foolhardiness 
and peril of elephant shooting in the Dhoon, 
where 90 many of them are tuskers, and 
others have escaped from former civilisation, 
always the most dangeroua to encounter. 
They all predicted, if we ever saw him again, 
it would certainly be with the loss of one, 
if not all his limbs; so a finger disabled 
seemed a perfect trifle uot worth mention- 
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ing, tlioiigh Keith lameiited that he feared 
it would be a bar to his boxing; not that he 
ever liad cared for that amusement before, 
bizt with a thorough mannish spirit of wanl- 
ing anything unattainable, and not caring 
for it unless it is, he now began to have ve- 
hement anxieties to spar at everythmg. 

When Keith's encounter with the monarch 
of the forest became known, all the liidies 
who still had to perlbnn their journey down 
to the plains became dreadfully alarmed lest 
the enraged companions of the murdered 
elephant should lie in wait in the pass, and 
revenge themeelvea for his death. The su- 
perintendent of the DhooQ received many 
moviDg epistles from the gentle sex, ear- 
n^etly begging that an eecon of Sowarg 
(mounted police) might be provided for 
their protection. 
L The palkee bearers are apt to play tricks 

m upon unwary travellerB while carrying thorn 

I tlirough thia formidable pass, by occasion- 

I ally setting down the palkee, and shouting 

I "Heartiel" (elephant), breaking boughs of 

I treeSf and making a feint of driving away 
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and otherwise friglitGnrng the supposed ani- 
mal, after wliich ihsy return to the tcrrifiecl 
individual in thepalkee, and demand rupees 
to a large amount for iheir valiant behaviour. 
This 13 an entire ruse, for in the case of a 
real live elephant appearing, they are cer- 
tain to drop the palkee, lake to their heels, 
and decamp speedily. 

We were told that, as the cold weatlier 
came on, we might have the pleasure of en- 
countering a leopard in our rambles, or re- 
ceiving a visit from a bear some evening, as 
they ai^ driven by himger nearer the haunts 
of men; and we heard a piteous tale of Mrs. 
Percy's favourite terrier being carried off one 
night, and its fate remained forever shrouded 
in mystery. So many reiterated assurances 
made us rather nervous, and set us specu- 
lating what our behaviour under such cir- 
cumstances -would be — soon to be put to the 
proof^for, when returning from Mussoorie 
late one evening, *' Puck" gave symptoms of 
alarm so unusual in him that my allentiou 
w;is called lo it, and a slight rustliDg direct- 
ing my eyes, I saw a large tawny-looking 
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animal, mth a long tail, spring on to tlie 
path immeJ lately before us, anJ then crouch- 
ing with ac asConisLed gs^e at us, leaped 
lightly lip the khud and disappeared from 
siglit, leaving us uncertain whether it was a 
vision or loHtter-of-fact reality. Some young 
gentlciQcn spent a night in the valley at the 
foot of our house, iutent on slaughtering a 
bear, having often been disturbed by noc- 
turnal growlings round their bungalow, but 
Bruin was too warj', and though they hetird 
him near, the night waa too dark to hazard 
a shot, lest one of their attendants might be 
the target ; sg with fading visions of bottles 
of bcarVgrease, they were forced to give it 
up, having caught sufficient bad colds to 
last them the remainder of the season. 

We sometimes saw the hill fox — an animal 
twice the size of our Keynard, of a silvery- 
grey colour, with a brush worth a hard day's 
run. Keiths coming up relieved us of all re- 
sponsibilities of sending off the crockery, 
aervauls, and baggage to Dhooighur — a pro- 
ceeding which would have involved a more 
fluent outlay of IlJndostanee than even our 
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sdv&nced powers were quite capal)le of; but 
it wag with feelings of regret that we pre- 
pared to bid adieu ta our mountiun home* 
Those far-distant gnowy peaks had become 
oa femihar friends, and their spotless purity 
and upward pointing seiimed like warning 
sentinels faithfully remindicg us of our duty; 
and all these lovely valleys and beauteous 
Bcenery, this free wild hte, was to be ex- 
cbangod for the etiquette and routine of 
Dhoorghur, which we looked upon only as 
the scene of all our miseries. But Keith's 
leave had nearly espiredj so, after living a 
few daya in that wretched transition state 
consequent on a flittiogf all was packei3, aud 
on a bright autumnal morning we entered 
our jhampauns bound for Rajpore. Our 
ponies and all heavy baggage had been sent 
off previously, but of course a goodly store 
of misccllancoua articles had to be stowed 
away at the last moment in each jhampaua, 
and the Ayah, with her precious charge, the 
Mtten, was to follow in a dandee. It seemed 
a shame to leave Mussoorie just when au- 
tumn was decking her in all her golden 
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glories, and the clear bracing air gave 
strength to the &ame to bear the heat of the 
plains. When descending the hill we felt 
the change cooaiderably in the temperamre. 
At Raj pore we were packed into a non- 
dcBcript'looking vehicle to drive as far as 
Dehrali, half-way through the valley of the 
Dhoon. Everything here ecemed home-hke 
— fields of grain well watered and cultivated, 
and hedgerows like England, save that most 
of them consisted of roses now in all their 
pride of crimson blossoms. We stopped at 
Dehrah for refreshment, where we foxmd our 
cousin Ronald awaiting us, and were joined 
by our unhappy Ayah; her dandee men not 
having reached Raj pore in lime for her to 
accompany us in the carriage, she liad been 
compelled to walk the whole distance, alter* 
nately carrying the kitten, who scratched 
her arms all over^ ind dragging it along by 
a string. Both Ayah and kitten were tho- 
roughly exhausted with their morning's ex- 
ertions. We then went to inspect the tueks 
of Keith's elephant. The head had been 
buried in the Kutchery compound, and the 
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tusks remamed protruding from the surface, 
and were to do so till decomposition had 
progresaed sufficieutly lo admit of their being 
pulled out. A crowd of natives collected to 
see the Burra Sahib who had done this feat 
of ridding their sugar plantations of one of 
its marauders. Tht black policeman of the 
village presented ua with an offering of sugar- 
canes sis feet long, and branches of plan- 
tains. 

We drove through the rest of the Dhoon 
in buggies, and found our ponies awaiting 
lis at the entrance of the pass. Keith and 
Konald went on foot, but we had no fancy 
for Euch rough work — very fatiguing, and no 
glory to be gained. The pass, being nothing 
but the dried bed of a river, consiata of huge 
fitones of all sizes, and interspersed with fords, 
which had to be waded through. The night 
closed in when we were entering the defile, 
casting gloomy shadows over our path from 
the weird old trees and volcanic-looking 
peaks of the SewalUcka. Besides, this pass 
ig celebrated as the favourite haunt of a man- 
eating elephant, " Ganesh '^ by name, who, 
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haviiig once been subjugated to human con- 
trol, broke loose one day^ and now inflicts dire 
vengeance on all travellers he meets with. 
No less than forty people have lost their lives 
from this iofiiriated beast, and, notwithstand- 
ing the rewards offered by Government for 
his apprehension, and the efforts of nume- 
rous parties of huntsmen eager to distinguish 
themselvea by hia extirpation, he cannot be 
caught. Tigers also are said to abound here; 
so we may be forgiven casting rather anxious 
glances at the deepening gloom, and feeling 
an increased acceleration of the pulses on 
spying some animal stealthily crawhiig away, 
even though it might be but a jackal, Keith 
urged U9 to gallop on, saying he always made 
" Grog" go at full speed j but it seemed sheer 
madness to do so over such boulders of rock 
find unsteady ground* Ilis and my cousin'a 
pedeslrion powera soon outstripped our 
ponies, and, by way of varying the mo- 
notony of the way, as it was quite dark, Nora 
bethought her of trying what riding gentle- 
man fashion was like, but found "Puck's" 
back decidedly too broad for comfort- On 
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emerging irom the pa*rs of tlie Dlioon, we 
at once entered on the sandy plains of India, 
and resigned ourselves to a night of palkee 
d^. Being now fairly started southwards, 
-wc left pure sur and hetLlth behind, and were 
InEed to sleep by the subdued chant of the 
bearctSp On waking nest morning, I found 
I had pasaed the night in company with three 
huge spiders — a more serious thing than 
it soundsj irom their enormous size aod oc- 
casionally poisonoua nature. Besides, the 
dust lay an inch thick all over me^ raised by 
the shuffling xuanner these men walk. 

We now exchanged our palkees for 
gharries similar to thoae in which we had 
come from Calcutta, and eTerj-thing was 
precisely the same — kicking horses, &c. But 
Keith, being known in these parts, caused 
greater speed on the part of our drivers, and 
late in the evening -we saw the lights of 
Dhocrghun Part of the commander-in- 
chief's camp had already arrived, and 
the white tents, with their fires and black 
attendants, were a pleasant break in the 
darkness of the night- Wlien we quitted 
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I Dhooi^hur, at the time of Nora's illness, it 

E -was delermined not- to return to our old 

I house, and Keith had selected another for 

us, and given ordera for the proper arranging 
of everything for our reception. But, on 
driving up under the spacious portico, we 
found everj-thing dark and dreary, all tlie 
doors locked, and a irantic nmount of knock- 
ing only served to awaken a stupid Chow- 
kedar, who informed ua that, as we had not 
been expected for two or three days, the 
Khitmiitghar had gone to his own residence 
in thp bazELar, and there were no servants in 
the place. We procured a native light, con- 
siating of a small saucerlu! of oil, with a cotton 
wick, giving out feeble rays, and proceeded 
to examine the dark and tenanllefla rooms. 
All the furniture was piled in the centre of 
the hall, with the exception of the drawing- 
room mantelpiece, which was carcfUly ar- 
ranged in precisely the same manner as the 
one at the old house had been, Wc then 
chose our respective roomej and made 
the pleasing discovery that there were no 
beds to sleep on, they having been left in 




48 



TDE TIMELY HETREAT ; OR, 



another Louse. After immberlesa delays we 
succeeded in getting a scanty refreshment of 
tea, bread, and guava jelly, the very name of 
■which mates me feel sick> Our table was 
lighted by wine bottles, a candle gracefully 
inserted into the mouth of each; and as for 
knives and spooas, one of each served for 
everything. So, tired and weary, we betook 
ourselves to repose. 

Li the morning things looked brighter. 
We thought the hotisc far more cheerful and 
better arranged than the " Castle of Otrauto," 
The drawing-room was an especially plea- 
sant one, opening on to the verandah, with 
a huge bay on one aide, giving us a blight 
view of the garden, and, as is usual in most 
Indian compounds, two or three Moham- 
medan tombs coming close up to our windows. 
In a few days our hall waa arranged with a 
splendour calculated to strike awe into the 
hearts of all beholders. It was a large, lofty 
room, with the Indian complement of doors 
and windows, and Keith took the adoinmeut 
of it entirely into his own hands, he and 
Keniah daily pci'illing their lives on the tops 
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of ladders till all was completed. Aa you 
enleredjOQ the wall facing you a huge Wack 
beorskia was extended alouggide a magnifi- 
cent tiger ditto. Keith was very proud of 
this latter skin, as he had ahot the creature 
in the eye, so it was intact. Besides, the 
day before its departure from this life, it had 
demolished an old womann On the manteU 
piece beneath were etuffed heads of varioua 
species of deer, "snow antelope," &c. The 
fireplace was a perfect Golgotha for boars, 
decrs, and other animals, flanked by the 
skull of an elepliant hewn in half (a former 
victim of Keith's) ; while the centre dis- 
played a tiger's head, with its huge fangs all 
perfect. One wall was duvoled to Keith's 
battery of guns, with a relief of pistols, ours 
bearing a conspicuous place. On one side a 
huge pair of elk's antlers towered over 
panthers and deerskins, and all the comers 
had hog-spears, bows and arrows, &c On a 
round table in one part» covered with a 
leopard-skin, reposed in state the ivory tuska 
of hifi two elephants, demonstrating a painful 
fact of the inferioiity of the female to the 
TOL. II, B 
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male, the former being about five inctea 
bi^T very much discoloured, and ribbed like 
an old hag's; the latter, smooth, poHehed, 
and pure white, with a beautiful sweeping 
curve. Over the door leading to the draw- 
ing-rootn -were tiro claymorea, supporting 
Eeith's anne, displayed on it shield, AI- 
tc^ether it was a moat strikiug apartment, 
carpeted with tiger and bearskins, and speci- 
mens of native weapons and chain armour 
filling any vacant epacee. 

Our morning rides now were most enjoy- 
able. No longer compelled to rise before 
daybreak, we were left urunoleated till half- 
past sis, and then the clear ircsh air, and 
the remains of hoar-frost on the ground, 
modo one's apirita feel up to anything : be- 
sideSf we discovered new rides, and found 
the deserted race-course a charming place 
for a good gallop* Then, on returning, the 
house looked quite gay, with every door and 
window thrown open, bright fluwers in the 
vase^, and a cheerful fire in the grate It 
certainly v^es a contrast to the fonner phase 
of Dhoorghur life we had undergone; people 
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all seemed more £-ieudly and sociable, and 
infinitely bettycr tempered. The Course waa 
crowded every evening; large riding-parties 
■were fonned, and every one talked of the 
approaching balls, which, however, were 
not to be^n till the arrival of the com- 
mander-in-chief, an event daily anticipated. 
Jleanwhile the artillery were hard at work 
practising, and every morning commenced a 
aeries of cannonading and bugle-calls, till we 
were tired of the Gonnd^, The officers talked 
earoestly of bayonet practice, and the Rifles 
were getting up a special treat for the chief, 
iti the shape of some wondeifol backsword 
eserci^e, utterly incomprehenflible to ue, but 
which was to crown tliem with honour if 
successfully achieved — a fact which ecemed 
mythical to me, ivoia the descriptioD I heard 
of it> ae it was impoasiblc for the human 

I frame to put itself into such contortions. 
The maidaun by the Course waa covered 
with the tents prepared for this important 
personage, and very gay and pretty they 
looked, with the elephante and their gaudy 
trappings stationed about. At last the mag- 
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nate arrived in the " simple garb of an Englieli 
geatleman," bis gharrie surmounted by an 
iron reclining- chair and a brEiss cliilumchec 
(waaliing-basin), and fortliwith the station 
went mad- First all the military, inducting 
themselves into the etiffest of stocks and 
tightest of boots, were all marshalled and 
presented by their respective colonels j then 
a series of reviews and practisings were an- 
nounced ; to conclude with a grand field-day, 
under the command of the brigadier. Two 
balls imd a military dinner were instantly 
determined upon by the hospitable inhabi- 
tants of Dhoorghur, and every house we 
drove to when paying our vbits presented 
the spectacle of a Dirzee (tailor) sur- 
rounded by silks, tarlalane, ribbonSj and 
other materials for iineiyj wherein the 
daughters of Eve delight to array them- 
selves. Everywhere and in every manner 
the note of preparation was sounded, and 
hospitality on a truly Indian scale was 
carried od, for the commander-in-chief has 
a huge camp, with stafi' and all sorts of 
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long-named officials appertaining, all of whom 
iad clear and iniiraate friends at Dhoorghur- 
Tlie aefLson conimenced with ihe station 
ball, given io the Kiflca* mcas-room. It was 
a regular subscription -ball, comprising civi- 
liana and military' Nora and I having been 
privately informed that there were but five 
really good dancers in Dhoorghur, felt doubt- 
ful as to our enjoyment of the evenings know- 
ing 'we could not dance with the accom- 
plished five all nighty besides the slight mis- 
fortune of not knowing the names of these 
highly- favoured individuals. On enteriug 
the ball-room things looked promising; the 
holland was well strained over the chunam 
floor, and numerous doorways, half hidden 
in lace and garlands, were suggestive of 
cooling (alias 0irting) rooms. AH was 
lighted by several chandelicra, the shndes 
of which had evidently been constructed 
I during the early days of the art of poticho- 

I jnanie, and wer^ looked upon with great 

I complacency by Mr. Hamilton as decided 

[ hits ; a sentiment I did not agree in, but 
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ftilly appreciated that gentleman's taste and 
skill in the grouping of the wreaths and 
floral devices on the walls : nothing could 
have been more effective or in better taste. 
Certainly, "when gentlemen condescend to 
such trifles, they generally do them tho- 
roughly well. On esamining our cards of 
engagements we thought the arrangements 
perfectly aatiafactory; innumerable waltzes 
and galopsj with but two quadrilleg as 
reatSp The bands both of Artillery and 
Bifles were stationed off the dancing-room, 
and took the labour of playing alternately. 
Wo soon found the greatest difficulty would 
he to determine which of all the numerous 
petitioners for a dance was to be favoured, 
and thought this firat ball a good opportu- 
nity of tiying their various powers, and 
making a mental list accordingly. Here, 
of course, the old expedients arc resorted 
to for evadmg bad partners, which is not 
difficult from the superabundance of the 
nobler sex; etill I was not quito prepared 
for the downright fibs I met with. One 
gentleman told me that he was just about 
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to flak a young lady for a dancCi -when he 
heard her regretting to a prior applicant that 
she had not one vacant, at "whicli my mlorm- 
ant exclaimed with conventional polit-eness. 
The yoimg lady turned to hini> sayings 
" We'll arrange that presently ;*' and as soon 
as bcr unwelcome admirer had departed, she 
showed her card, with several waltzes dis- 
engaged, which she kindly added she had 
kept exproBsly for him. Everything was 
surprisingly like a ball at home^ excepting 
the space ; instead of being crowded for 
room and obhged to stand between the 
dancer, we had free space for the maddeat 
galop, with delicious loungmg-chalrs and 
templingJooking sofas to rest on. We were 
quite glad to think the whole season was 
before us, and at least nine balls in prospect; 
we both agreed that Lh(i cold season was 
decidedly the plcasanteet part of Indian lilc 
we had yet experienced. 

A friend of my brother's had long pro- 
mised him a juvenile buli-Jog, and one day 
the animal arrircd^ having trnvcllcd some 
distance with his keeper. He was of 



S( 



THE TIMELY HETREAT ; OR, 



course had in for inspection immediately^ 
and a more ill-favoiired brute I never saw. 
In colour lie was black and wbite ; his under 
javr protruded till his teeth looked like a 
wild-boaj's fangs, his lips hanging loose, as 
if greedy for prey, his noae bo very r^- 
trmiase that you fflucled you might get a peep 
at bia brains, and his eyes small and blood- 
shot, the under eyelids drooping heavily, and 
with bia wide flat forehead surmounting all, 
he looked a perfect d«mon, Keith christened 
him there and then *^ Butcher," and we 
thought we should never get over an un- 
easy sensation about the ankles in his pre- 
sence. He was generally kept chained ia 
the verandah of the dining-room, and Keith 
used to concllifLte him with luscious morsels 
from the dmoer-table, which ** Butcher" 
gulped with avidity, his huge jaws showing 
rows of formidable teeth. At last^ after many 
bracings-up of our courage, wc ventured to 
cultivate hia friendship, and on further ac- 
quaintance discovered many amiable quali- 
ties in bis disposition, reminding ua of the 
old tale that the " Beast" was only in the 



A TEAR IN BENGAL. 



57 



exterior development At last ** Butcher" 

was oa Buch intimate terms with us as to be 
allowed the free range of tho house, and 
profited by his liberty to terrify our Klnt- 
mutghars, lying in wait for them behind 
doorways and springing out after them, 
cauatog the poor men to lift their feet 
hastily and nervously j but he never did 
any barm, being slilE quite a puppy, not- 
withstanding his size. His bandy-legged ap* 
pearance looked as if he had not been 
properly tended by his parents, and had 
been instructed in the art of walking when 
by reason of hia tender age his limba could 
not support hia bulk> He looked quite 
irresistible when dressed for company, with 
a cocky little black velvet hat stuck over 
one eye, and an eyc-glaaa auapendcd round 
his neck — a style of attire extremely be- 
coming to him — and when led in walking 
like a Christian on two legs, he sweetly 
recalled the nursery song of *'A Froggy 
would a wooing go/' My brother always 
made "Butcher*' sleep in his room at night, 
hoping to teach him to act as a watch-dog 
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when in camp. Certainlj " Batcher" showed, 
like most other animals, a strong antipathy 
to natives; his own personal attendant he 
tolerated, but any inlerfereac^ from others 
caused his IJps to curl threateningly in a 
peculiarly sarcastic manner. It is estraor- 
dinary the anxiety soldiers evince to be* 
come the fortunate poseesaors of these un- 
gainly animals. Native dog-fanciers some- 
times make a round of the principal Euro- 
pean stations, and rouse the acquisitive ten* 
dcnciea of the men by some extra piece of 
ugliness. They will save months of pay, 
or, if quite beyond their means, three or 
four club together to moke up the requisite 
sum, and then in the evenings they may 
be seen airing their precious bull-dog. No 
other class of dog seems to possess equal 
attractions for them. 

It amused us highly during the cold season 
to see the immeDse care manifested about 
each canine favourite. Morning and eveniiig 
their attendant led out for a walk eomctimos 
sis, occasionally more, of these valued ani- 
mals, with little black bady-clothcs^ bound 
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with red, AtnigTit,fllso,they sleep in them to 
sliield tliem from possible cold. Everybody 
keeps doge, but moat of them are chained up 
somewhere in the compound, and only a 
wiry terrier or stout King Charles is allowed 
in th€ hoijse. I used to pity the poor crea- 
torea during the hot season, they aeemed to 
feel the heat so much; mdeed most valuable 
dogs are sent to the hilla for change of air. 
Mrs. Douglus had a pet spaniel, which used 
always to lie, on its back just under the 
punkah, like a barrel with legs to it, 

European soldiers in India seem able to 
command more luxuries than their comrades 
at home, and truly they need all they can 
get, but we were surprised at their extended 
ideas on the sul:^ect of dress. A friend of 
ours noticed a lovely mous3eline-de*soie at 
Mrs. Ludlam's one day^ but, as usual with ex- 
pensive dresses in India, the price demanded 
was more than she thought expedient to 
give, being eight pounds, so she choae some- 
thing else. On returning to the shop a few 
days after, she again wished to see the 
mouseeline, hut was told that a sergeant had 
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come to chooge a drcaa for his wife for an 
approaching ^^ Soldiers' Ball;" he liad re- 
quested to be shown the handsomest btill- 
dresB, and had forthwith taken and paid for 
that identical one. 

Soon far and near a whisper of " races" 
was circulated. Subscriptions were raised, 
stewards selected, and every gentleman 
anxiously conned the contending merits of 
Arabs, Walera, and Cape horses- Rumours 
floated about of some neighb^ouring Rajah 
wiUi an unlimited stud, and an English 
jockey attached, who would infallibly cany 
all before him. Our pleasant morning 
canters were brought to a close by a 
huge board prohibiting all riding on the 
race-course, unless for horses in training, who 
were expected to pay down sixteen rupees 
for the privilege. The enormous rat-bolea 
were filled up, the turablc-down stand white- 
washed and revived, and a portentous pair 
of scales stationed in front of it. 

The first day's races were but scantily at- 
tended, a ball having taken place the pre- 
ceding evening, and the fair ladies of Dhoor- 
ghur were not disposed to rise at seven, after 
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dancmg all nigbl, even to witnesa the best- 
contested race in the world. Though it was 
the cold season, the races always commenced 
at eight, and never lasted later than eleven, as 
the sun was then considered loo powerful for 
exposure. I cannot pretend to describe the 
points of the racers or the beauty of their 
running. Ahnost all were ridden by gentle- 
men riders, and as we knew many of them, 
both riders and horses, personally, it was 
gre^t amusement to us on that account, Wc 
rode down to the race-course the first day 
we attended, and found all Dhoorghur on 
the road — ladies on horseback and in car- 
riages, gentlemen in buggies, natives of every 
gra<le, some on respectable liorses, but the 
majority on miserable tats, and many a little 
family of hopefuls stowL^d away in a howdah, 
perched on an elephaat'a back out of harra*a 
way. 

It was a gay and busy acene as we 
mounted the race-stand and looked over the 
ground. I never saw a more novel sight- 
The race-course forma a drcle, two milos 
round, and close by the stand are ranged a 
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series of liuta, built of branchea, in which 
many of the noble steeda are reposing. The 
throngs of natives dressed in the gaudiest 
colours, the hubbub and clatter of so many 
tongues all iutenselj escited (for natives 
take a keen interest in races, and I noticed 
many of cmr own eervanta m the crowd), tlie 
TCndora of shcibGts iind fruit, "who would 
get in the "way, and that miserable dog, the 
identical one, I believe, that always croaaea 
the course at home as the starting-bell riugg. 
And now the dandified jockeys, throwing 
aside their over-coats, appear in all the 
glorieo of racing-shirts of divers- coloured 
silks, and such marvellouBly- fitting boots 
(not at ail like Mr. Wren's). The process 
of weighing was conducted with the solem- 
nity due to such a serious occasion, each 
jockey resigaing himself like a helpless Iamb, 
conscious that many bright eyes are looking 
on, amused spectators of hie bdog weighed 
like a shoulder of mutton. Then the light 
racing-saddles, having been found correct, 
are carefully adjusted on the waiting horeeB. 
Wiat rearing and curveting goes on — ^what 
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inqiatient dives the restless steeds make at the 
eeaof black beings, wLich surges back, alarmed 
for an instant, to press more forward the 
next, till the clerk of the course waves them 
off, and breathless excitement ensues. Such 
betting and odds fly from one to the other 
till, aiter an age apparcctly of suspense, 
though in reoUty barely a few eecouds, the 
winner dashes past the chair, and dismounts 
again to be tried in the balances. All kinds 
of vagaries and sky-races are permitted. One 
gentleman, a particularly lengthy and well-de- 
veloped specimen, insisted on riding his own 
Arab, though full two stonQ heavier than 
any of his competitors, and, as might have 
been expected, was *^ nowhere '' in the first 
two beats. The third he allowed another to 
ride for him, when his horse came in very 
creditably, though considerably exhausted 
^^ from having been thus overwcighted- 
^H But the Eirropeau soldiers^ races were the 

W most delightful things imaginable, their en- 

I joyment was so thorough and hearty. A few 

I of them had borrowed their officers' hacks, 

I and, in consequence, easily beat their com* 
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paniong; but one and all took off their 
jackets and rolled their shirt-sleeves up to 
their ahouldera — for what reason I know 
not, unlega to display their blcepa muscle — 
and commenced a vigorous application of 
the "whip, together with positive digging 
of their heels into the unfortunate horsea' 
sides, from the instant they quitted the start- 
ing-posL Some few had one, some actually 
a pair of apura, and then, woe to the un- 
fortunate possessor of the creature they be- 
strode, for its aides were literally scored like 
a gridiroDj rendering the animal unfit for use 
for some days, not to mention the state of ita 
mouth. It was therefore decided that at the 
nest soldiers* race the winner was to be sold 
for twenty rupees, ivhich effectually pre- 
vented any more lending on the part of the 
officers. 

My brother was obliged to viat a distant 
part of his district, and, as he was only to be 
away a day or two, we remained at Dhoor- 
ghur. Whenever Keith quitted us in this 
way, he desired ub to load our pistols and 
have them ready; so we carcfiilly deposited 
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each case beneath our respective cliarpoy?, 
finite handy, thereby inspiring great awe and 
respect in the minds of our Ayaha, but were 
much relieved to find they were never put 
into requiBition. When Keith returnedj lie 
told U3 he had brought us a nevr pet, and 
a serious, solemn owl made its appearance. 
My brother had been invcatigating an old 
ruiuj and had disturbed the happy pMX- One 
flew clumsily away, as if not well awake; 
the other stood steatlf^Gt at its post, blinking 
incessantly, but offered no resistance to its 
captors. It waa a very large bird, with white 
Bpeckled feathers, a dark-brown rufF round 
ita face, forming a mask, from which its large, 
bright eyes gleamed like emouldering fires, 
Ii waa very tractable, and eat complacentiv 
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on our haiids, but tissed violently when any 
of the dogs came near, and showed a decided 
preference for our society in place of the 
natives. We were rather at a loea to cater 
for its entertainment^ but quails having 
been suggested^ were luckily procurable, and 
nightly a lew were introduced to the owl, 
who struck them down and then demolished 
them. It objected highly to dead game, pre- 
ferring to kill its own provisions. In the 
daytime he always maintained a dignified 
indifference to surrounding objects, and sat 
peacefully gazing at nothing from the back 
of a chair, never thinking of flying away, 
which he might easily have done, as be wa3 
always kept outside in the verandah. At 
night he was more lively, but etiU preserved 
a sedate and composed demeanour as be- 
fitted one accustomed to move in the high- 
est circlea of life- 

Tho natives now thoroughly understand 
that Christmas-time is to be celebrated with 
all honour, and on Chrititmaseve, as if by 
magic, every corapouud gate is decked with 
a planlain-trec (emblem of plenty) on each 
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side, and garl^rnds of flowers suspended over 
aU. How they get such a number I can't 
imagine, but they rarely have any roots, and 
soon die away. Early in the morning of 
Christmas-d&y we met ia our ride crowds of 
natives bearing daUies (a large, round, flat 
basket) on their heads, piled with all kinds 
of fruits and eweetraeats. Each house is be- 
sieged with dozens of these offerings. Keith 
would not allow one to enleij declaring that 
if he accepted any, the natives who sent 
them would e:cpecL some appointment be a 
reward ; but many people aflow their eervanta 
to have the benefit of tliem. In olden time?, 
when bribing went on, gold mohurs and 
pearl necklaces were enclosed in oranges or 
balls of sugar, but those palmy days have 
passed away. I am certain, had I been a 
dvihan at that time, I should not have been 
strong-minded enough to reject such fairy 
fiiiita. Kow, the contents of the dalliea are 
strictly confined to fruits and sweetmeats. 
The church on Christmas-day presented an 
unusually crowded appearance, many who 
rarely attended on Sundays maktiig a poiot 
f2 
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of recalling the old home customs; and the 
road to church was LliTOnged with natives 
asgembled to waUih the Sahib-Ijogiie pro- 
ceeding to their devotions. Besides, service 
was now at the more reasonable hour of 
eleven o'clock. Nora and I of course de- 
parted, a3 we thought, in extra good tune; 
butj oh ! the horror and dismay on entering 
the church to behold the clergyman juat 
aaccnding the pulpit ! We had mistaken 
twelve for eleven. It was too late to re- 
treat: the sound of our carriage wheels had 
been heard all over the church ; bo, feeUng 
heartily ashamed^ we were compelled to 
walk forward to our usual seata, feeling con- 
vinced that all the young officers opposite 
were enjoying our embarrassment^ and long 
it was before we heard the last of our un- 
fortunate miglake. 

Mrs. Uouglaa kindly asked us to come to 
her house for tiffin to see her dallies^ which 
she had laid out in state in an ante-room^ 
and we foimd the floor a perfect eea of 
golden oranges and bananas^ rosy apples 
Irom Cabuli grapes* ehadocks, and custard- 
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apples, while piles of sugar omamentSj and 
mouDtains of pbtocliio-iiute, almonds, and 
Sultana raisins, were dotted about. We 
could only etond in tbe verand&h and look 
in, feeling quite satiated with the right of 
them. I expected Nora to be quite ill from 
tlie amount of barley-sugar Mrs. Douglas 
stored her with, acd which lasted her at 
least !i week. Everybody dines with every- 
body, and each re^mcnt has a huge dinner 
party on Christmas-day at the mess or colo- 
neV& housef at whic:h all the officers and 
their families are present, in remembrance 
of the home-gatheringa DiDn€r parties are 
carried oa throughout the cold season with 
an eagemeas worthy a better object. 

There is no subject on which English 
people talk more egregious nonsense than 
the Civil Service of India: it is a sealed 
book to them; they seem incapable of com- 
prehending its meaning at all- A civilian's 
duties aie so varied that it would take a 
long time and a clear head to make them 
at all comprehenaihle to English understand- 
iugs. In the North- West Provinces, in ad- 
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ditiOQ to the "whole judicial business arieing 
from the crimes and misdemeanours of eome 
1,200,000 human beings,* he haa the reve- 
nues of a district of perhaps 2500 square 
miles to collect In many instances the 
roads of the district otq under his orders ; 
he has to superintend and often supply the 
enginceriDg work of all the bridges re- 
quired ; any public buildings come under his 
supervision ; any extra work, however in- 
congruous, is always thrown on the civilian's 
shoulders; and I assure you the amount of 
business thus accumulated forms no light 
weight for a man of moderate health and 
average abilities. Fancy sitting all day in 
a bot Eutchery, crowded to suffocation with 
reeking natives, the punkah over your head 
just giving barely sufficient circulation of air 
to allow European lungs to perform their 
vital functions. The whole day is occupied 
by hearing native witnesses for various cases, 
who are all, you know, striving to prevari- 



• See the Gareramenl Censui PsperB for Ihe North^West. 
A JulJ^> not hann^ u much ritr^ vork aa a coUectorj hu 
somPtftnes tvo or ihcae dlHtrieu pat oaiieT his clivge. 
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cate, intrigue, and tell untruths to the best 
of their power. Perhaps you bear a whole 
aet of witnesses one diky, and the remainder 
for that case amnot be collected for three 
weeks afterwards ; you have to keep tlie 
threads of that and a hundred simDar cases 
in your head, and sift the few grains of 
truth from the masa of error, and having 
formed your judgment, write out a whole 
report in English and send it in to Govern- 
ment. Is it surprising that a wrong judg- 
ment should Bometimea be given> or that the 
evidence^ dr^ged la spite of himself from 
the unwilling lipg of the witness, should 
not sound on paper as conclusive as it did 
to the ma^trate, who was keenly watching 
the hundred nameless yet unmistakable signs 
which lead him, by long practicCj to divine 
the truth ? 

My brother used to leave home about 
eleven (having generally got through a 
number of audiences in his private office), 
and remain hearing causes in Kutchery till 
about seven, without the slighteat intermis- 
sion for tiffin or rest. Sometimea he would 
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be much later, and wbeD I aaked what had 
detained him, the usual reply wea, ** Oh^ 
such a buej day, and even now I have left 
seventy witnesses uoheard, who must go on 
in addition to to-morrow^s work," 1 am 
sure the whole time we were in India, Keith 
did not accompany us sis times on our even- 
ing drive. After Kutchery, he had always 
to go down and visit his prisoners ia gaol ; 
at the close of this day's work, was it any 
wonder he should be loo tired to read^ 
almost too exhausted to eat hb dinner, or 
too languid to converse ? At night he 
generally had letters and reports to write 
out; he said, as he could not attempt to 
sleep in hot weather, it was better to write 
then, and aleep as the air grew cooler, 
towards the morning. Gentlemen have 
often lold me it was totally impossible afier 
■wurk to altempl to read, their mental facul- 
tiea required absolute repose, and music, 
whether they themselves perfotoaed or not, 
is a priceless boon to the overtasked mind; 
after an hour spent at the piano, the weary 
worker finde reiuruing energy enough to try 



A TEAH m BENGAL. 



TS 



P 



to eat Lis dinner. Of course, in the cold 
weather, all niiserips are more ejidiiraLle ; 
but after Bome years of thia kind of life you 
meet with depreasetl and saddeued men, 
with earnest hollow cycfl, who tell you they 
know they have given the best enorgiea and 
yeara of their hvea to a land that can repay 
them nothing, and that for dl these long, 
weary years of patient toil, they can never 
hope at home for even a word of credit, 
much leas fame; the most enviable lot they 
can look forward to is respectable oblivion. 
You may strive to answer tlieae moody 
thoughts with some old atereot3'ped consola- 
tion a9 ''duty is its own reward," but the 
common-place truism dica on your Upa, for 
the man doea not complain, he only states 
on undeniable fact>; and though, doubtless, 
every man should do his duty without hope 
of reward, still, who has not sometimes 
dreamed that the sweet breath of Fame had 
touched his name and made it glorious? 
And then their appareutly high salaries are 
&r more so m name than in reality. Nearly 
every civilian I saw was in debt — perhaps a 
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deT)t cOBtracted during his griffinage, and 
whicb, like au incubus, follows him through- 
out hia career; beaides, a civilian has to 
keep up a better establiahmenC thau a mili- 
tary man^ and, as he gets on in the service^ 
he pays proportionately more for every 
article he requires. Many civihans' ivivea 
have told me, when their husbands rose to 
higher positions, their increased salaries 
were in reality no saving, for their utmost 
efforts only showed them more folly how 
entirely they were in the hands of their ser- 
vants, who always expect increased wages, 
and succeed in making the houac-bitls in- 
crease in proportion ;. and what can one 
helpless Englishwoman do» when opposed 
to a whole brotherhood of natives? '*My 
coachman left me when my husband was 
made joint magistrate," said one lady, "be- 
cause I refused to raise his wages; but he is 
a very good coachman, and I advise you to 
take him; but as your brother is collector, 
of course yon must give him more." 
In Calcutta, to such an extent has the ra< 
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padousness of servants risen, ttat a lady 
assured me she found it made very Utile dif- 
ference if they kept open house or lived 
quite alone; and now some families prefer 
having all their meals from a iraiteur, by 
which means they can, at least, calculate 
exactly what their expenses will be» Keith 
uaed just to cut o£F a per-centage from the 
weekly bills presented to him, saying hia 
lime was too valuable to epend in looking 
over accounts; and whatever you choose to 
deduct from the eum total the Khansamah 
gives you, he appears to acquiesce in most 
willingly, knowing, no doubt, he can easily 
make it up in some other way. When a 
civilian rises to a very high post, of course 
he may save money if he can keep his ap- 
pcdntment; but how often docs fiuling health 
compel him. to return home just as the prize 
is in his grasp ? '* I am out of debt," eays 
my brother, *' because I am unmarried; but 
how civilians with ^milies manage I cannot 
possibly conceive." And, after all^ when a 
man has toiled bard in this pestilential cli- 
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mate for twenty years,* and finds himself a 
judge or collector, irith two, or perhaps 
three thousand a year, surely had he worked 
aa hard in the law — the neairest annlogous 
profession at home — he might have achieved 
an iDcome nearly equal to that in a good 
climate^ with all bis friends and children 
around hlm^ and none, save those who have 
tried it themselves, know what the exile 
gives up. 

There are many military men who con- 
trive to live in India^ and pay off their 
debts, on what sounds a mere pittance (nay, 
even aid relatives at home); but then an 
ofEcer has the meaa to go to, which takes 
him out of the hands of bia gervants. He 
need only ride a £maU tat, which costs him 
little to buy and less to keep; he may live, 
if be chooses it, in a tiny two-roomed bun- 
galow. No one ever tbinka of bia enlertain- 

* Tbcro a aoinetiJiiM ad Diuch luck b tlia civil as the mili- 
Ury profGs&ioJU, ^mo mea iiio to be coliectois bfter ci^U 
or uJiiG ycoin* rcaidtnce in lodia, tLUc hilUij bjq btill oulj 
coUedcra after twentj jeara' scnice- A civilian is obligpd, 
during bia ti^rm of service, to pay up to Ccvenmuajt. out of 
his BjJarj, lb*" half of hh rptiriiig pcuaioii of 1000^ a year, or 
bo muat retire oq a am&lLcr pCDfliDU. 
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ing anybody, and every article he buys lie 
gela at a much lower tariff than any civilian 
cao. If a subaltern, with no privatpe meana, 
13 married, his life, without doubt, must be 
a hard struggle; yet there are many young 
couples who have nobly fought their way 
to competency through a long pressure of 
debt and difficulties hard to realise ; yet the 
anxieties of such a liie are ao great it seems 
very rash to risk it at all. More than one 
senior officer's wife has said to me that ahe 
would never advise any girl to marry a eub- 
altem, nor would she ever consent to a 
daughter of her own doing ao ; for though 
ahe waa now at rest, yet she had herself 
passed through the ordeal, and knew by 
sad experience what a wean^Tng and painful 
one it waa. 

About a week after the conclaaion of the 
racesj a stccplc-chasc waa arranged to come 
off very abortly, and on the appointed after- 
noon Kora and I, with some liicnds, rode 
down early and went over the ground, in* 
Bpecting the fences and ditchca got up for 
this special occasion ^ and some very ugly 
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onea there were. On revieTring the line of 
country chosen, we found that, as it was 
in a semicircle, by riding inside -vre might 
have a chance of keeping up with the rnce, 
and watching the progress of it' thoroughlj. 
There were two rivulets to pass, and Nora'a 
horse having a great objection to crossing 
water, which she was not aware of before, 
walked qulelly into the atream, but posi- 
tively refuEcd to come out, and evinced a 
strong determination to lie down. In vain 
ahe used her whip; numbers of spectators 
gathered on the banks, all giving her advice ; 
some sent their Syces into the water to pull 
the creature out, but he invariably rolled 
them over in the slippery mud, till one gal- 
lant officer came to the rescue- hastily dis- 
mounting, he rushed into the stream, and, 
seizing the reins, belaboured the horse with 
his heavy hunting-whip till it was forced to 
yield to bis will. This taught ue to Etaiion 
our Syces as guards at the brooks, to select 
the narrowest part lor crossing. Six: gen- 
tlemen appeared at the starting-fiag. and it 
was a pretty sight to see the horses taking 
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their leaps so lightly and gracefully- But the 
wonderful field thai followed them I At leaaC 
a himdxed and fifty individuals rode along 
the course marked out; people I had never 
seen before started up, and all in the last 
BtagG of oscitemcDt, g^^^g gratuitous hints 
to the riders. One gentleman, the owner of 
a running horse, was considered by some 
people a* little less than an Adonia; but 
fancy Adonis in top-boots and an old bat- 
tered black wide-awake, securely tied under 
his chin by a white silk handkerchief passed 
over the top of it, gipsy fashion ! He kept 
shouting advice to the rider of his steed, 
which he afterwards acknowledged he knew 
could not be heard ; but he was ao escited, 
he only succeeded in losing his voice bo 
completely, that by the end of the race his 
mouth was seen opening and shuttings but 
no sound issuing. There were some appa- 
rently dreadful tumbles, but aa the indi- 
viduals spilt picked themselves up and 
mounted again, I conclude they were not 
damped. The winner got a fall that might 
have been very serious, a3 hi« horse rolled 
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over him; but he went ahe&d ag^, ond 
very glad we were to bcc him win. He 
received the congratulaliona poured on him 
in the coolest maimer, aa if it was quite an 
every-day thing. The last gentleman who 
arrived waa extremely heated, and objected 
to the race^ stewards, ground, and, in fact, 
everything; but he, too, waa soon soothed 
down^ and forgot his supposed grievances, 
Keith was not there, but he heard the iiiU 
paiticulars of it next day in Kutchery from 
the Zemindai^ of the parts ridden over, 
who entered a solemn protest in court 'that 
" the Feringhees not only came riding all 
over their crops, but would keep tumbling 
oft* their horses and rolling on them, on pur- 
pose to cause more serious detriment to the 
oil-aeed then springing," and begging Keith 
to aeiTO a notice of trespass against all con- 
cerned; but aa Mr. Percy, the commifisioner 
of the district, himself had helped to trample 
down tlie seed, my brother advised the men 
to apply to the winner of the race (as the 
chief causer of the dami^e) for some com- 
pensation, which waa readily given them. 
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^Qmbc steeple-chases are a favourite amuee- 
ment in India, "^here any escitemeat i^ so 
eagerly entered into, and many a dreadful 
accident happens at them, but nothing will 
warn these adventurouB Bpirite, or teach 
them to value life and limb more than the 
chance of obtaining a ailver cup- ■ 

A aalo of cast-horsea from the Government 
stud was advertised, to which Keith and one 
of my cousins went, more for Am than irom 
any serioua ideas of bualneea. We were 
very anxious to have accompanied them, but 
as it was not *Hhe thing," had to stay at 
home. In the afternoon one of the Chu- 
prassees rushed in highly excited about the 
horse the Sahib had bought, which four men 
were bringing home, as it was "bhote nut- 
khut" (very wicked), I thought of the "old 
man and his ass," and concluded at least that 
each man had a leg, bo wc went out to see 
the novel sight, and met a shghtly-made, 
graccruI*Iooking chcsnut, with bia head bau*- 
daged in all directions, and ropes thrown 
over hia body and fixed to ins legs. It 
seems they had taken the bit out of his 

VOL- IT. o 
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moulTi ftt the eole^ and being a young colt' 
who never Lad had one on before, be so 
rejoiced ia his regained Uberty, that it was 
impossible to replace it, and natives are so 
timid about horsea. At last the dangcroua 
beast was lodged in our stables. He proved 
a most gentle animaL for, after a fortnightj 
ray brother took him out saddled one day, 
and on returning told me I might tiy him 
if I liked — a permission I gladly availed 
myself of next mornings and, after being 
kept half an hour by his highness positively 
refusing to let me mount, rearing deter- 
minately, I accompUslLed it, and found him 
wonderfully good. I must say I was very 
careful, as that evening there was to be a 
ball at the Commissioners, and I did not 
wish to appear with a broken noee. This 
ball was one of the best arranged I ever 
saw: the dancing-roomB were bo spacious, 
and the music of the band came in softened 
tones from the verandah; the pillars be- 
tween the rooms were wreathed round with 
flowers, and branches of ripe oranges hung 
in tempthig clusters from the capitals; a 
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wide corridor, iffith crimson dropcriea and 
sofa? to matcli, its only ornEiments some tall, 
white alflbaster vases, vrreatlied with vine 
and the i^orgeouB scarlet poi nee itur-l eaves, 
led to a luxurious teat, carpeted with Cabul 
rugs. Here were the most tempting otto- 
maD5 and low chairs ; a £oli[arj lamp hung 
from the centre; and it seemed a most fa- 
vourite resort. I must say young ladies in 
Bengal are allowed great latitude. I believe 
on the rSomhay n\\e this ia not the case, but 
I hfld thought my London experience had 
qualilied me to be a judge — certainly niy 
mind expanded wonderfuUy in that universal 
forcing-house — but Indian young ladies beat 
all my wildest fancies could have pictured; 
and were 1 to repeat aorae of the tales I 
heard, I doubt if I should gain credence from 
England's daughters. I conclude it is the rem- 
nant of a cliivalrous feeling which prompts 
society in India to look with indulgent eyes 
on the wild ireaks of young unmarried girla ; 
but should any heedless matron, however 
young, dare to overstep by so much as a 
hair's breadth the dignity they have kid 
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down as necessarj', ste is watched by Ai^e 
eyes, aad her short-comii^s are rigidly cen- 
sured. T used to feel sorry for the married 
men, who, about two o'clock, -would com- 
raence hauotmg the doorways with their 
wives' cloaks over their arms, whilst the 
ladies went ateadily daudng on^ regardleafl 
of darkening looks^ boding signs of a matri- 
monial tiS. Nevertheless, husbands are a 
better-natured race, in some respecta, in 
India; they are not ashamed of acknow- 
led^g that they care somewhat for their 
wives ; they feel how indispensable mutual 
forbearance is^ and the dependent state they 
are in for sj'mpathy, and tbey seom to che- 
rish their domestic ties more closely than 
our John Bull thinks fashionable. But woo 
to the unhappy wife wlio breathes her last 
on Indian land ! she may sleep in the perfect 
consciousness that before two monlha have 
expired her " James" will be recruiting his 
spirits at balls and dinner parlies, flirting 
with the youngest ^Is, till a decent time 
(often not even that) has elapsed for him to 
take to himself another wife. I always felt 
glad when such cases caught a Tartar. I 
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know not if the climate, eaervating the 
Byatetn, prevents any shock being severely 
felt; I can only state the wcll-knowD fact, 
and maay wives have acknowledged that 
tender and good aa their husbands were, 
they knew that, ehould aojlhing happen to 
them, a succesaor would be appointed within 
a year. 

We saw eeveral handsome Persian cats at 
various friends' houses, and were forthwith 
fired with a determjnatlon to take one home. 
So Keith desired the Chuprassces to be on 
the look*out, and give notice at all the aer^fl 
(native inns) where the files of camels and 
their mafiters put up- These Cashmeries and 
Alghans come down in numbers during the 
cold season, bringing cats, grapea, apples^ 
and pomegranates &om Cabol^ and ahawU 
woollen etuffa Irom the far-famed valley of 
Caahmere. Several members of the feline 
tribe were brought for our inspection, but 
were rejected, as being ugly, or of doubtful 
pedigree. One day a man came to the house 
with a long-haired cat, pure white, and 
those China-blue eyesj like Thackeray^a 
^^Bowena," but we did not consider whit€ a 
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good wearing colour, so diamissed liim; and 
soon two Afghans arrived with a coble- 
looking animal— a dark tabby, with a calm, 
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majestiCf lion-looking face, and such a tail I 
Hia whiskers were perfectiou, and might 
Lave betn the envy of any elderly gentlt- 
man. The poor men wore travel-worn and 
footsore^ and glaJ of the rest in the veran- 
dah while the treaty was concluded for the 
transfer of '^Zawur" (Persian for jewel) to 
our possession. Our new property wa.3 
placed nader the special charge of the 
Ayahs, and wae tied up in our veranda)i- 
Natives are generally kind to pete, and the 
little kitien we had brought from Landour 
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•waa Buch a favouriie with our women, itat we 
presented it to them. "^Zilwur"* manifested 
a Gupremo contempt for Che doga, never 
noticing "BulcherV presence, unless he ad- 
vanced too near, when a portentous hisa 
and a general ruffling of all his long, wavy 
hair, had such an alarming efiect, that further 
warning was unnecessary. My cousin Ro- 
nald, knowing that we were in queat of a> 
cat, and not awate that we had obtained 
one, sent us a jet-black creature ; he had 
taken some pains to procureit, as pure black 
is difficult to meet witi. We inimcJiatcly 
christened it '' Kala Motee^' (Black Pearl), 
and a more demouiacal-looking animal I 
never saw — bright green eyes gleaming frona 
its sable fur, a very retroussi nose, and a 
particularly active and energetic disposition, 
never still for two seconds; it waa an im- 
mense contrast to our stately, noble *^ Zawur ;" 
and then the howling the thing kept up 
night and day, till its voice became ao hoarse 
it sounded like the barking of a dog. They 
were both kept chaiDed up with leather 
collars round their necks, such a. cuntrast 
to the manner in which feline aoimols oro 
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treated at home ; and ifrhen brought in for 
inspection to viaitors, "Motee" would fling 
himself doYm with all the petulance of & 
paBsionate child, while '' ZSwur" solemnly 
regarded the strangers, but was too gen- 
tlemaDly to evince eurprise or any strong 
emotion. 

As for the language, we got on wonder- 
fully well with the Ayahs> We could really 
hold some long wnversationa on jewellery 
and such matters, though the woman was 
sometimes obliged to pull herchuddertvcil) 
over her face, and retire into & comer to 
indulge the laugh she could not restrain, yet 
dared not exhibit openly to us; but I rarely 
could make a Chuprasaee, or man-servant> 
undersUmd any but the simplest things. 
Before leaving England, our friends had 
pven U3 "Forbes's Manual" to study; but 
we found it utterly useless, and we were 
laughed at for using its phrases, and told it 
was all very weU for people going as envoys 
to the Court of Persia to speak in that s^le, 
but it was very far above the comprehension 
of common servants. The few words I learnt 
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on board the steamer going out did me good 
service, and we found great benefit from a 
very useful little book of '* Bannatyne^s,** 
published by Madden and Co., 8, Leaden- 
hall-Btreet. It is a most portable eizc, and 
generally contaiua just the word most 
wanted. Eindoatanee itself ia a frightful 
lat^uage, only sounding pretty from the 
rosy lipa of little English children, a me- 
dium that might beautify any jargon. When 
I first heard ladies speaking it, 1 thought 
they were always seriously reprimanding 
their Aynha^ and gentlemen appeared con- 
tinually administering grave remonstrances 
to whoever they were addressing, when 
perhaps they were ^mply giving their 
orders ; and when two natives get together 
they seem positively to scream with passion, 
and then you find it ia probably only a 
friendly colloquy. Keith had a most absurd 
horror of a native's coming near him : he 
declared he could detect the copperish smell 
of the colouring matter in their fikins the 
instant they entered the room, and he would 
much sooner be touched by a toad than by 
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one of iheir clammy hande. He always said 
they were like moorghies, and liad no clrcn- 
latloQ in their legs; and certainty it seemed 
true, for in the hilla, when the plains men 
suffered dreadfully from the cold, however 
many blankets and wraps you gave a man 
he at once rolled round his neck and head, 
leaving his legs quite bare. 

During the cold season there was a suc- 
cession of balls, and though, on the whnle, 
wc found many as good dancers aa those 
at Lome, there were, of course, exceptions. 
So wc determined to have some practising 
evenings, and very amusing they were, aa 
we did not exclude a few good dancers. 
We had a small dinner party op our first 
evening, and some of tlie " nobler ses " 
looked decidedly nervous, not being quite 
sure of what wc meant to do to them; but 
the kindly influence of diampagae assisted 
them in recovering a alight portion of equa- 
nimity, and when the evening guests arrived, 
we were all tolerably at our ease. In this 
house we were not blessed with a Calcutta 
matting in our drawing-room, bo we had a 
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stuff like hollanJ strained tigljtly over the 
carpet, remindiag us of the merry duys of 
old, wlierij with a parly of cousins, we usi^d 
to dance in liae across the slippery sur- 
face to stmn it tighter. The procoedinga 
were commenced in orthodox fashion by 
a quadrille, after which the business of 
the evening commenced. The "awkward 
squad" were called out, and a line of black 
coats formed at one end (no one wears uni- 
form at private liouses unless tlie general ia 
expeGted)^ while my brother, who seemed 
strung on wires, dislocated his joints, and 
shook them all in a limp manner as a com- 
mencement. A polka mazurka was then 
BUggesLed, which is very little known there, 
and they all looked absurdly rueful trying 
to master its difficulties. Not one could 
hold his foot out without catching at his 
I neighbour or tumbling ignoininlously over, 

1 and eome looked very like huge spiders 

I sprawliiig about; others were far too stiff 

I and dignified to join in such childish pro- 

I ceedinga, but contemptuously watched their 

^ more good-tempered and enterpiiaing com- 
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panions. One overgrown schcrolboy, who 
looked eighteenj soon mastered the step, and 
capered about in front of a cheval-glass in 
great exultation^ He was at once promoted 
to eub-assistant and inatructor of the others. 
But how could we, in one short evening, 
correct such clumsiness as was exhibited? 
How *' Brown " would dance with his head 
hanging as if to butt at his neighbour's; 
then " Jones'' kept one bar oa one spot, and 
the nest took a run round his partner, who 
had to keep up a series of hops to avoid 
having her feet annihilated ; wliile *' Robin- 
Gon" reposed his head peacefully on one 
shoulder like a crow examining a marrow- 
bone. As for tifne, but few knew the 
meaning of the word even ; indeed, the 
bondmen themselves had but a glimmering 
notion of it. Through the kindness of one 
of the Eifle officers, we were enabled to have 
sis of the band whenever we liked, and 
they> being Europeans, did not object to be 
separated, and, for a consideration of rupees 
and unlimited beer^ they consented to do 
their best. At our first evening Keith im- 
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prudently allowed them champagne, which 
caused such very misty and jumbled airs to 
ensue, that we thought it prudent in future 
to abstain from such exhilarating fluids- 
Owing to the want of those useful places 
we have in England, where any amount of 
rout seats can be obtained at the ehorti^st 
notice, people in India are content to borrow 
of each other, and very willingly the help is 
always extended- Whenever we had a 
party, our friends would aend ub vases of 
flowerSf ready arranged, or anything we 
might be in want of; but it used to amuse 
ue when, on the morning of each ball night, 
a number of Coolies would arrive, and 
forthwith hoist our crimson ottomans on 
their ahouldere, bearing them in triumph 
through the roads to the ball-room; they 
fairly earned the title of travelled sofas, and 
I would they could tell all the tales that 
were told to them in the shady verandahs, 
or dimly-lighted refreshment tents. 

And now I feel inclined to linger, aa I 
draw near one of the most touching scenes 
of our Indian life, namely^ the parting with 
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Mr. Wren. lie waa no longer my brother's 
assistant, having received another appoint- 
ment, but having lately been seized with an 
antiq^uarifin fit, which promplod him to ex- 
plore Delhi and other old cities, he had 
kindly looked m upon us to bid us a last 
farewell, before withdrawing the ligiit of 
his countcnEince entirely from our existence. 
Very little passed on the occasion, a^ most 
deep feelings are tardy of utterance, and I 
was beglnDiTig to fear lest we should have a 
scene, when by some strange chance the 
word "grapes" was mentioned. It was 
cheering to witness the light that instantly 
broke over his face as the intelligence 
greeted his cars, white he eagerly demanded, 
as a parting request, that we would let him 
have some for his journey; and we, thank- 
ful to perceive that be retaioed his simple 
tastes and habits to the last, made (metapho- 
rically speaking) a vineyard of his ditk 
gharrie, aiid sent him rejoicing on his way. 
But, serioualy, when he had fairly departed, 
we were really sorry to lose sight of hira; 
hie never varying good-humour, under any 
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amount oF quizzing, proved him of true 
metal, and should he ever take upon himaelf 
the cares of a household, may he be as happy 
as he deserves, for he has all the qimlities of 
a brave and generous spirit. 

Our verandahs were studies worthy a na- 
turalist's attention* In one, " Butcher" and 
a terrier abode, in another, our two Persian 
cats and the Ayah'e kitten, while a third 
contained a perfect menagerie : firstly, the 
owl, motioulesd and calm on his chair-back; 
hanging in a wicker cage above was a viva- 
cioua hill minah — (thesG birds resemble our 
Ijlackbird.g, and are great favourites with 
the native?, being supposed to possess more 
loquacioua powers than parrots even, and 
they certainly have a more human-sounding 
voice, but owing to the pecuUar diet they 
require it is almost impossible to bring them 
to this country); then came a squirrel in a 
spacious mansion, resembling a Gothic build- 
ingf with a turning apanment at one end, but 
as the said squirrel had teeth like needles, 
we were rather afraid of him; and lastly, 
the greatest pet of all, a bright green parrot 
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These parroquats are very common all over 
India, their chief beauty being a black ring 
round the neck, verging to pink at the upper 
part ; they have long, fan-like taila, and 
cherry-coloured beaka. This one vaa a 
preaeat to ua, and we did not at first knoiv 
half the valae of oar beautiful " Rose/* as 
we had always been told that country par- 
rota could not talk, but we soon found 
'* Rose" had received an education of a very 
high order; her prindplefi, also, had been 
very well attended to, and I never heard 
any, even the long-famous grey parrots of 
AWca, talk with the distinctness and fluency 
of our favourite, besides being of ao sweet a 
disposition ; always left at liberty, she sits 
on our shoulders, and eata from our lips aa 
gently as a dove, never dreaming of biting, 
or being cross in any way, 

We often heard the officers at Dhoorghur 
speaking with enthusiasm of '^ that day's 
hunt." " What a splendid run we had to- 
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day;" find **How well the hounds tiaxned 
out that lost jackal*' (the ladian subEtitute 
for a fox), till our curioeity was stroDgly ex- 
cited to eee these wonderful hounds, and 

ere long our wish was gratified, for on one 
of our morning ride?, seeing a cloud of 
dust surrounding a decrepid-lootltg native 
mounted on a feeble-minded white pony, we 
rode up to see what was the matter, and 
discovered the celebrated pack had been 
sent out for their morning airing, and a most 
edifying eight it was. Though these doge 
are collectively spoken of as " houndsT" it 
does not at all follow that the pack boaslc 
many members of that aristocratic race; no, 
its lanke are open to the admission of any 
plebeian dog that promises to "run well," 
and with that love of nomenclature peculiar 
to Anglo-Indians, they are derisively deno- 
minated a '* bobbery pack." You behold, 
marching in loving fraternity, a few couple 
of genuine bounds with a few of dubious 
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parentage, then a wise-looking poodle, with 
two or three long-eared spaniels^ a party of 
wiry little terriers, and some unniistatable 
pariahs ignomiaiously bringing up the rear. 
After having seen the pack, we felt rather 
curious lo see how they would act in the 
field; hesides, we heard such mysterious 
hmts about " that wonderful drag we ran 
into D/a compound," and hailed with de- 
light the announcement that the officers 
meant to give a '^ ladies' day," and carefully 
looked to our saddles and girths in anticipa- 
tion of a hard run. The native equivalent 
for a rat-catcher was ordered to entrap some 
jackals, which were placed in a pit to be in 
readiness, and on the appoicted day we rode 
to the place of meeting, and found the 
gentlemen of the hunt collectively, and the 
owners of the pack individually, electrified 
by surprise and overpowered by deliglit at 
seeing six ladies prepared to lake the field. 
The gentlemen were attired in various cos- 
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tumes: a few lop-boots appeared, but the 
pughorees were universal and elartUng — red, 
green, and blue — sufficient to etrikc any 
jackaVa heart with terror. Theee latter unfor- 
tunatee also arrived at the meet in strong 
canvas bagB^ and one being carefully turned 
out, it "Wisely made towards a sugar-cano 
plantation perfectly impenetrable for us. A 
false alarm of jnckal being given at one side, 
we had the pleasure of riduig over a cleared 
cttte : the sugar-canes having been cut off in 
a Blanting direction, about three or four 
inches from the ground, you have a con- 
tinual succession of shiirp hard spikes, which, 
in the mad gallop after a jackal, often irre- 
trievably lame the poor horses. The first 
jackal being now qiiite lost, another was set 
loosfij and ten minutes' gi-ace allowed it j then 
some of the dogs were held with their noses 
to the ground, and the jackal having been 
previously well rubbed with aniseed to 
prevent mistakes, they started tolerably cor- 
h2 
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rectly, thougb their animal spirits led them 
to perform sundry gallops round different 
fields, barking joyously, while the aged 
huntaman, with his loag red coat and mise- 
rable ponVt was quite unable to restrain 
them; indeed, I should think his Hindos- 
tance version of Pompey, Sholto, &c,, must 
have been rather puzzling. Two or three 
dog3 resolutely set their faces homewards, 
turning a deaf ear to acme melodious notes 
from a cracked horn, surreptitiously pro- 
duced out of an officer's pocket and per- 
formed on when he thought no one was 
looking. In the mean time, moat of the 
huntsmen were pursuing the jackal on their 
own account, the scent being so strong iL 
was easy to do so- At length some of the 
dogs coming up with the persecuted jackal 
in a woodj pounced upon it, and the poor 
creature, being probably stiff ftom ita long 
confinement, and most likely sick finm the 
nasty smell on tie iur^ offered no resistance^ 
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and when I rode up I saw the doge pulling 
about a luuddy object^ whicli I had oo idea 
was meant to be the jackal, till a geutleman 
came up and presented me with ita brush, I 
having been the first lady up. During the 
melee-, the third jackal having made its 
escape, the leaders of the hunt told us we 
were to follow a " drag." In my ignorance, 
I thought we had been domg bo after the 
aniseed; but this time the animal's head 
was cut off, tied to a long string, and the 
aged huntsman sent on with it a lony way. 
In the mean ttme^ our party amused them- 
gelves by leaping mud walU and such 
pastuneSf till the signal was given for the 
dogs t^ be loosed, and af^r a few minutes 
we followed. But the run was not of long 
duration, though commencing with a grand 
burst; it was suddenly brought to a stop by 
our nearly riding over the pack, huntsman 
and all, he having stopped to lead lua pony 
through a gap in the hcd^c (never thinking 
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of rashly leaping it). The now excited pack 
came up with him, and being unable to dis- 
tinguish the drag from tho huntsman, from 
the strong smell of the anbeed ihey had 
been incited to follow, which surrounded 
them both, were proceeding to treat the old 
man very unceremoniously, when, fortu- 
uately, the possessor of the melodious horn 
arrived, just in time to call them to order, 
and the day's proceedings were pronounced 
as terminated, and we were at liberty to 
canter homewards, after a very merry day, 
and feeling much edified by the new light 
thrown on the noble art of hunting. 

Of course the whole station was in a fever 
of excitement about the subject for some 
days, and one lady was so roused by it that 
she took the trouble of sending an express 
Suwar out to her husband (who was in camp 
at the time) with a brilliant account of the 
whole aS'air; but the imgrateful man, being 
slightly startled by the appearance of an uii- 
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expected measengerj and knowing the hunt 
was to come off that day, instead of being 
grateful for the attention, was extremely 
disgusted and disappointed to find that no 
one had broken their necks, or otherwise 
come to grief- After this, we had several 
days' hunting at DhoorghuFj and enjuyed 
them very much. 

That well-known beverage " Bass's Pale 
Ale^' we had been told was a necessary of 
exiatence to ladies aa well aa gentlemen in 
the East; but I beg leave to observe that 
very few people / met with touched itj and 
as for *' young India/' it infinitely prefers 
claret, both aa a cooler and more aristocratic 
Uquid. We had been brought up on strictly 
hydropathic principles, and with the ex- 
ception of some port wine administered to 
Nora during her illness, we never deviated 
from our simple rule. A lady who had re- 
sided twenty years in India told us she never 
had drunk any beverage stronger than tea 
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during the whole of that tome; and many 
similar cases I heard of. Soda-water i^ 
the article most in demand in the north- 
west, with a suepicion of ehciry or brandy 
with the old hands* Bottled cyder I oiten 
saw drank ; the introduction of the light 
foreign wines has been a great boon, and 
they arc deservedly popular. Beer is the 
usual drink called for at tiffin, though not in 
anything Uke tho q^uantities formerly im- 
bibed, the younger men being fearful of in- 
cieasing their size and becoming too heavy 
for racing purposes, the eldor dreading gout 
and other illnesses. Some infatuiited beings 
Btill hold to its efficacy in cases of fever, de- 
claring that had Nora swallowed a bottle of 
it at the commencement of hers, it would 
have slopped it at once; which was highly 
probable, as, in my opinion, it would have 
fini^ed her altogether. 

As my brother" never touched wine nor 
beer, he was naturally exceedingly particular 
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about the quality of hia tea, and believed he 
had discovered perfection in that articlo 
irhen he first drank the Dhoon tea. This 
tea has a most peculiar flavour, oxccedinglj 
disagreeable at fiist; but after you acquire a 
tflfite for it, you con diink no other. It is 
BO very strong that Keith often said it waa 
not tea at all, but a revivifying fluid, under 
the influence of which he could encounter 
great fatigue. The natives look upon all tea 
as a kind of universal panacea for every 
epedea of illaes6< When they are ill, they 
come to beg for it, and will take it from 
your hands aa if there was no such word aa 
*' caate/^ Aa far as regards dewai fracdicinc), 
however, they have made a kind of whole- 
eale and convenient exception; and if the 
drug 13 given to thera dry, that is to aay, in 
pills, or dropped into their own brass lotaa, 
they will take medicine from anybody. 
They consider tea as a very powerfrJ dewai, 
and swallow it with avidity. The climate 
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of the Dhoon aeema very favourable for the 
growth of tea, the plants becomiag produc- 
tive very quickly i but it ia still grown only 
in small quantities, and as it ia expensive 
even on the apot, it will probably be a long 
time before it becomes at all well known in 
England. 




Mr. Douglas having often a^ked me to 
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take a portrait of his favourite old £han* 
somab, who, finding the fatigues of his pro- 
fession too great far his advanced years, -waa 
going to retire into private life* I went up 
to the house one morning to have a silting, 
and found him a venerable white-bearded 
man^ with a very Jewish type of face. He 
was in a flutter of excitement at the unex- 
pected honour done him, and very anxious 
to go home and dress with behttiDg splen- 
dour; but this his master would not permit^ 
being desirous of having an every-day re- 
membrance of him. He was a horrid old 
rascal, however, notwithstanding his demure 
looks. He had been upwards of thirty years 
in Mr. Douglases serviccj and acknowledged 
to having saved 30,000 rupees out of a salary 
of 14 rupees per month- His secret would 
be worth knowing, Mrs, Douglas told me, 
when she used (as is common with moat 
InJian ladies) to take the weekly accounts 
Irum Lim she sometimes objected to the 
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extortionate amount of the bill9, and was 
told by that hoary storyteller that he only 
brought the flmaJl bills to her for payment, 
the large ones he paid out of his own pocket. 
A lady told me that on going into her 
dining-room one night verj' late> when all 
the rest of the household were supposed to 
be in bed, she met the Khansamah carrying 
off a lai^e cnp full of sherry ; not choosing to 
speak to him herself then, ehe sect her Ayah 
next morning to know " what he could have 
wanted with wine at that hour ?"and was m- 
formed that, having forgot to feed the tur- 
keys during the day, he had thought it better 
to give them some wine for sapper ! Many 
ladiea, by way of checking their servants' 
accounts, always write down the weekly 
bills themaelvea; and Keith declares he has 
heard young married ladies, desirous of be- 
coming notable housekeepers, owing to their 
ignorance of the language, gravely writing 
down any absurd nonsense the Khuusamah 
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chose to invent, such as, *' Little Missy Ikod 
oae goat yesterday for dinner, and the black 
fowl ale a bushel of corn/' &c. 

In tbe cold season, the Course at Dhoor- 
ghur was much more endurable than it had 
been in the hot weather, and we could ride 
every evening, and so be more independent; 
and many a good tear up and down have 
I^ora and I often had. People in India are 
very good about lending their horses, and if 
you choose to ride on gentlemen's steeds 
jou may have a new one every night; it is 
necessary, however, to make some kind of 
rule about accepting the loan of horses. 
Nora and I had generally enough to do in 
riding horses belonging to the lady part of 
the community, who, many of them, so 
soon lose their nerve out here, that they 
were glad to get ua to ^ve their steeds a 
good gallop before Lhey mounted themselves, 
and we were always happy to try any expe- 
riments. On our own animals we looked 



110 



THE TIMELY RETREAT; OR, 



rather like Don Quixotaand Sancho Panza^ 
I being generally mounted on the black Per- 
sian, while Nora preferred riding her little 
'^Puck," which, despite its small size, was 
fluch " a good one to go/* the chesnut being 
pronounced quite too wild for the Course- 
For any young ladies ambitious of trying & 
flirtation by moonlight, there are certainly 
rare opportumtiea in India; there being no 
twiUglitj the nights close in very rapidly, and 
the Ml glory of an Eastern moon needs 
no comment- After a good long canter, 
when standing to rest under a feathery tama- 
rind-tree, listening to some choice bit from 
" Lucia'' or " L'Ehsir d'Amour,'* what won- 
der if thoughts of home and distant loved 
ones should soften the hearts of all, and they 
are led away into the dreamland of senti- 
ment till their visions are broken hy the dis- 
persal of the band, and the words hastily 
spoken are repented of ere their echoes have 
died away in the air I 
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Moonlight and melody all the world over 
have been fraught with weal and woe to 
many a heart, and even blackie hae his bit 
of romance, for on just such a gloiioua night 
as this, many years ago, a poor native, 
'wandering through the linea of carriages at- 
tending the band, felt some eort of dart slrikG 
his heart at the sight of an English girl just 
come out. He sought his lonely hut that 
night with many a pang of uneasiness, 
but beiag doabtleea acquainted with some 
Eaetem vcrBion of ** fiuot heart never won 
fair lady," he diligently commenced the study 
of English b.g a prcliniinary quali&cation ; 
but whether learning made him mad, or the 
hopelessness of his pursuit struck him, the 
legend does not specify; at any rate, he be- 
came totally deranged, and now every 
band-night seesaweird figure, book in hand, 
wandering amongst the spectators, at times 
wistfully gazing for that face which is said 
to have turned his brain, at others repeat* 
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ing wards from the book before him, which 
is invariably held topsy-turvy; and so hie 
lite wanes on, and all the Dhoorghur -world 
know the poor madman, and maQj think it 
servca his impcrtincace right ; and fair damea 
tx}as their heads scorn lully at the daring in- 
dividualj never pitying him who " told not 
his love," though I often felt tempted to 
allude to him, as not being much more pre- 
sumptuous than some people we met with, 
■who, having seen more of the world and ita 
ways, ought to have known better. 

The nonchalant way in which horses here 
are put into double or single harness, or 
used alternately as a gentleman's or lady a 
saddle-horse, without the shghteat reference 
to their training or antecedents, would be 
bewildering to on English groom. Once, 
when one of our carriagc-horaes had fallen 
lame as wc were going to a ball, the Persian 
was ordered to take hia duty, he never 
having been in double harness before; bow- 
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ever, lie seemecl to understaml it perfectly. 
We went and returned in safety; but the 
neit Jiigbt, as we were going out ^aiii, 
when the Syces tried to harness him^ he 
objected higlily, and, being forced to the 
carriage, kicked out with a will, and smashed 
the coachman's seat to pieces, injuring the 
carriage so much it could not be used that 
night, BO we were obliged to borrow one; 
and the black was led peaceably back to Lis 
stable, having acted just as if he had said^ 
'^I willingly submitted to drag your carriage 
once at a pinch, but when you were taking 
advantage of my good-nature, I was obhged 
to assert my dignity-** 

Our coachman was rather fond of trying 
esperiments, and begged ua to allow him to 
put the chesnut colt into the carriage; I 
strongly objected, however, seeing it had 
not been quite three weeks in training of 
any kind- However, on coming out ready 
equipped for church, we found the little 

VOL. n. I 
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chesnut prepared to assist in drawing us, the 
coachmaii assuring us he had tried him yes- 
teiday in double bameas, and found him per- 
fectiy quiet. It was too late to change then, so 
Nora and I stepped in, feeling some qualms 
abouttheprudenceofthemeaaure. Withthe 
exception, however, of standing now and 
then on his hind legs, and creasing the road 
to see Bome particularly newJooking object, 
the chesnut conducted himself to perfection, 
and won golden opinious from all around. I 
wonder how many of onr friends at home 
would have considered their necks safe 
when sitting behind a creature in harness 
for the second time ? 

People rarely eat pork in India, because 
the education of tlie animal when in life is 
generally rather questionable; but near the 
hills two or three Europeans have farms^ 
and profess to furnish unexceptionable pork 
and bacon. Your Khitmutghars, being Mus- ■ 
sulmansj have naturally an aversion to the 
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flesli of the pig in any form, Keith Bome- 
times iDsisted on having fresh pork on his 
table, amply to show his right to have any- 
thing he chose^ but always bestowed it on 
the dogs, never Jaring to eat it hiniBelf lest 
the servants should have been playing some 
tricks with it in cooking. The objection to 
fresh pork does not extend to hams, whidi 
are usually cured in EnglaJid. Keith was 
always haunted by a. tale of some indigo 
planter, who, intending to entertain some 
feiends at dinner, ordered a ham for the 
occasion. Now a ham^ being an expensive 
luxury, was rather a point in the repast^ 
and the friends having waited some time, 
and finding it not forthcomiug, went out to 
look after it^ and found all the Kbits sitting 
in a row on the ground, while the hani, 
ready dressed for table, was being passed 
from one to the other, and each in bis turn 
flpat upon itj to mark his contempt for th© 
low casle Feringhecs who were going to 
i2 
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partake of such polluting food, Iiidigo 
planterSj from living mudi alone in out-of- 
the-way, isolated places, ivithout any one to 
appeal lo for protection and advice, usually 
take the? law la their own hands, and deter* 
miaed to take signal vengeance on these in- 
solent Khits. They were accordingly all 
seized and locked securely into an outhouse 
in company with the ham that had been 
dressed with such peculiar sauce, and not 
one was allowed to leave the building by 
their offended masters till sheer hunger had 
compelled ihem to devour every scrap of 
meat off that bone of contentiouj the defiling 
ham. It was truly a case of biter bit. 

The Kbits on the Bombay side seem a 
more willing and obliging race than in our 
parts, for a lady told me^that having invited 
a large dinner party one day, she totally 
forgot to inform her Khaasamah of their 
coming till the aflemoon of the appointed 
day, and the raan^ though at first rather 
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m bewildered at being required to provide a 

I suitable entertainment upon such sboFt no- 

I tice, reassured her by declaring if the Mem- 

Sabib could keep her guests taikiDg for one 
hour beyond the regular time, all should be 
in perfect readiness;— a promise which he 
really fulfilled most completely. 

Just before -we left Dhoorghur the whole 
station was ringing -with an event which 
caused considerable merriment. How it ever 
got whiBpered about was never known : 
everybody was bound over to strict secrecy, 
and yet every one seemed acquainted with 
all particulars. A young lady, closely veiled, 
was riding one morning solus on the race- 
course, whieh was deserted at that hour of 
the day, and she had chosea it as a good 
piece of cantering ground; her horse, a met- 
tlesome Arabian, was highly excited, and 
dashing along in gallant style, when Efhc 
heard a wheezing sound behind her, and, 
turning round, beheld a stout gentleman ou 
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an old coimtty pony, evidently trying to 
overtake her. Thinking she might have 
dropped Gomething, she checked her horae'a 
speed, and oEovrcd her breathless purauer to 
cxjine up "with her. He commenced upbraid- 
ing her for the race ahe had given him, and 
when she, alarmed for Lis sanity, was about 
to take a epccdy departurcj he hastily dis- 
mouDtcd^ and seizing hei" horse's rein, ad- 
jured her by the most touching epithets to 
Hsten kindly to his suit, and there and then 
proffered his heart and hand for her accept- 
ance. She, thoroughly bewUdercdj turned 
her fiice towards him and raised her veil, 
when, with a howl of despair, the little man 
aank back, and subsided oa the grass. Ho 
had addressed the wrong hidy I But as no 
offence had been intended, none could be 
given ; so she cantered off, leaving her mia- 
taken adorer wringing his hands, and vaidy 
endeavouring to raise the head of his pony, 
who obstinately persialed in grazing on. 
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Ererybody in India knows exactly the 
number of proposals each young lady has 
received, the day ihey were made, and even 
the exact words used on the occasion. How 
all this is brought about no one can lell, 
but it often recalled to our micds the many 
warnings we had received on Urst arriviog 
in the country respecting elderly lady confi- 
dantes. A friend of ours, on hearing tliis 
veracious histoTyj was so much struck by its 
piquancy, that he instantly outlined from 
imagination the supposed appearance of the 
parties at the moment of the dhho^ment^^^ 
highly dramatic situation truly — and I have 
chosen this as a fjpecimen of the many talcs 
of a similar character whicli constantly go 
the round of an Indian station, because it 
has been honoured by such a spirited illus- 
tration. 

The society of Dhoorghur had kept itself 
in a continual state of excitement through 
the cold wcathor by a succession of races, 
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ballsj and dinners, striving to talce as much 
amusement out of their sliort holiday as 
was possible before the quicMy increasing 
heat bade them return again to darkened 
rooms and utter lassitude. There are but 
two seasons in India, hot and cold, so two 
of the nymphs who personate seasons with 
ua would be supernumerary here. Our year 
in India, was quietly closing, and we were 
looking forward to our departure, not with 
the same perfectly unmixed delight we had 
done earlier in the year: at that time we had 
hardly taken into consideration that leaving 
India included another parting 'with Keith; 
however, our resolution was unshaken, and 
to all itiends who tried to reason us into re- 
maining longer we replied, *' Our cabins have 
been secured since last September for the 
February steamer/* and turned a deaf ear to 
the voice of persuasion in every shape, I 
think few people really believed we were 
going away; we appeared everywhere as if 
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our time was our own, and no such momen- 
tous concern as "packing" was weighing 
down our spirite* 

We were much pleased to find that we 
were to have the society of our friend Mrs. 
Ckment in our steamer, aa she had suddenly 
made up her mind to take home her little 
twin boys, who were growing too old for 
India. We had often met these children on 
thar little tats when wc were taking our 
moming ride — prclty rosy boya, who did 
credit to Dhoorghur air. They were so won- 
dcriUlly alike that even their own mother 
could not distinguiah them apart, and oft«n 
had to aak the child himself if he was Willie 
or the other one. We had succeeded in per- 
suading Keith that it was a positive necessity 
that we should sec both Delhi and Agra on 
our way down coualry. He had such an 
aversion to anything native, he would 
scarcely have walked two yards to see tho 
most beautiful mosque; but we declared wo 
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stould feel for ever abased in our own eyes 
(if not in tliose of other people) did we 
allow ourselves to pass within fifty milea of 
both cities and not insist on stopping (how- 
ever inconvenient) to inspect the ruins of 
one^ and the TSj of the other. So it was 
settled WG were to stay a few days at both 
stationsj and we devoted our energies en- 
tirely to prepare for our departure- The 
last week of our stay was a busy one. The 
day before we left we went to a race before 
breakfast, spent the morning in packing and 
receiving visitors, at four o'clock went to a 
hunt and finished three jackals, then on to 
the Mall and home to dinner, after which 
we thought it our duty lo go and patronise 
a man who was to display some wizard 
tricks in the theatre, which were not goodj 
but it was a treat to see the intense enjoy- 
ment of the English soldiers present, poor 
creatures, they have so little amusement; 
from the theatre we went on to a dance, 
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OUT last in India. Altogether, it wqq not 
such a bad day's work for languid Anglo- 
Indians. To the last moment people refused 
to believe wc were really going, and ex- 
pected to Bce us on the Mall next evening 
&3 asaal. 

The last few Jays -wc were dreadfully 
pestered by all the aervanta coming to beg 
for chita (i-vritten characters). It is extra- 
ordinary what a value they seem to set oa 
their chits. Whenever you hire a servant you 
ask to SCO his bundle of chits, and arc pre- 
Bonted with a packet of very dirty little 
notes, BO much worn as to be nearly illegible, 
and most of them setting forth that the 
rather questionable-looking individual before 
you possesses all the quaUBcations of a good 
jservant; and many are of such ancient date 
that you wonder at what age the claimant 
for your service could possibly have entered 
on the duties of life. Of course it ia impos- 
fflble to know it^ these notea were ever given 
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to the men at all, for servants make quite a 
little trade of hiring them out to each other. 
No one ever professes to believe in these 
chits at all, yet it is almost the only hold you 
have over a new servant, and people invari- 
ably ask for and read them carefblly over, 
while the servants regard them as of great 
value, and treasure them accordingly- Forged 
ones are frequently manufactured in the ba- 
zaar, for a friend of ours, on going over a 
Kbit's characters previous to hiring him, -was 
astonished to find one from himself, praising 
his supposed servant highly. I refused at 
first to give chits to any except our Ayahs 
and Dhobee; but finding the favour so 
highly valued by Keith*s servants, I after- 
wards extended it to our two little Syces 
and Keniah, whom I could with truth re- 
commend highly. 

We had a repetition of the t-ondon pack- 
ing time on a smaller scale, having left 
quantities of things behind us for the 
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benefit of the soldiers' wives and our Ayatg; 
and at last, all being completed, we started, 
leaving the squirrel and minah to the leader 
mercies of the servants, Keith was to ac- 
company us to Delhi, and just as we had 
started, Za,wur, who had been confided to 
the Ayah*s care, broke away from her, and 
flew back to the house, taking refuge on the 
cornice of one of the rooms. It took Keith 
and the Chuprassees an hour to catch him 
sgain, and confine him with Moteo in their 
basket. This delay caused ua to arrive at 
Delhi too late for the dinner at our friend's 
(Mr. Maxweirg) house- 
Wishing to combine business and plea- 
Eure, Keith stopped to visit some Thanadar 
(police) stations on his way to Delhi, and it 
was amusing to see the empressement with 
which all the native officials came tumbling 
out to salaam to the Burrah Sahib; but he, 
being in a great hurry, cut them all short by 
a few hasty words, and proceeded on to the 
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nest Keith had a great avereion to all 
salaaming, declaring that, after a Dative had 
salaamed to you for about a month, he con- 
siders himself enticed to an appDiotment, 
and believes hhnself exceedingly ill-used 
when he does not get it. 

The only object of interest on the road to 
Delhi is the lovely group of tombs belong- 
ing to one Mahomet Eaaacnl and his family, 
with their Moorish pavilions arounclj just as 
you are leaving Dhoorghur. It i3 strange 
that only in their tombs do the Mahometan 
population of India ever remiud you of the 
Arabian Nights. On reaching the little 
river " Hindun," the bridge being under re- 
pair, we had some hundred yarda of sand, 
mudj and water to cross, and there being but 
one team of bullocks for everybody, the de- 
lay was tedious. While iraiting for Keith's 
gharriCj we recognised some Landour fiiends 
on the bridge, and -went up to speak to them, 
and were amused at the pertinacity with 
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ivliict they reluBeJ to notice us at all till 
we were close to them, and then told us that, 
eeeiag tlie scarlet flannel jackets we had left 
out for travelling in, tliey concluded we 
must be some infantry officers who were 
pretending to rea^mse them "by way of 
passing the lime. This long delay, and 
Zawur'e defectionj detained us till nine 
oMock was stiiking as we reached Delhi, 
only in time to take a hand at a round game 
of cards, and settle our plans for the next 
day's sight-seeing- Ofcoursethe great object 
was the KootGb, and next moming saw 
us joumeyiug towards it. The first tiling 
that strikes one must be the extraordinary 
number of ruins round Delhi- for miles 
every step you take is over fallen pillars and 
ruined tombs, eveiy yard you advance re- 
veals continued varieties of the same objects, 
giving one some idea of what this woaderiid 
city must have been in the palmy days of 
Mogul magnificence. The King of Delhi 
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Lad sent fresh horses to meet us at Suftcr 
Jung's tcnali, and while tliey were being 
haraeseed we looked over it. All Mahome- 
tan huildings are on precisely the same 
pattern — three low doraea and minarets — 
the lower walls, however, somelimes orna- 
mented with a wealth of invention incon- 
ceivable. 

The Koottb is eupposed to be the 
highest single tower in the world, and, like 
its shorter brother of Piaa, leans slightly to 
one ade_ Long winding steps lead yon to 
the top, where you have an extended view; 
but no other object is gained. Some aay 
the tower was built by an old Mogul in 
order that his daughter might daily say her /// 
prayers in sight of the holy Ganges, whose - . . 
silver thread, by a slight stretch of ima* 
gination, may be seen from the top. Per- 
haps she undertook that daily pilgrimage to 
perform her devotions in a cooler atmo- 
sphere, for we found, though the air was hot 
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and close at the foot, at the top bo strong a 
wind "waa blowing tliat Keith would not 
allow TIB to stand outside without holding 
us tight, lest we should be carried bodily 
away. The ruins round are most extensive 
and extraordinary: lovely arches, and cor- 
ridors of beautiful pillars, apparently ending 
in nothing, and walla carved with the most 
exquisite diapering, supporting no roofe. 
There is a strange bronze pillar of Immense 
size, whose origin is lost in the mists of an- 
tiquity; no one can read the characters of 
ita inscription, or divine whence it came, or 
why it was plaf:ed here : it must have been 
the production of a people who had obtained 
a perfect mastery over metals. The only 
It^end, even, I could hear respecting it is, 
that the native girls come and try if they 
can span the foot of the pillar with their 
arms ; if they succeed, the omen predicts, as 
all such omens do, the speedy arrival of a 
wealthy husbandj hut if the unfortunate 
VOL. u. K 
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maiden caiiiiol clasp the piUai'sIie is doomed 
Lo celibacy. 

After descending From the Kootftb, we 
proceeded through a labyrinth of ruins to see 
the famous divers, and an ugly aight it was. 
The men presented themselves on a project- 
ing stone at the top ol' a frightfully deep 
well, and each in succession leaped out with 
a wild crjj and shot down into tlie yawning 
abyna below. After what seemed an im.- 
mense time, you heard a dull sound in the 
water far beneath, and then through Bome 
subterranean passage they emerged to Lp[jer 
day by a long flight of steps, and repeated 
the j)erilous feat till we went away. It waa 
impossible to represy a shudder as eaeh 
man sprang into the air and dropped; it 
seemed as if nothing could save them from 
being smashed. They practise from a very 
early age, and we saw several little juveniles 
taking leaps from aiiiall stages erected pur- 
posely for their benefit. Altogether, it was 
k2 
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ft borrible exhibition, and I was glad wben 
it was over, tliongb Keith declared he 
thought it would not be difficult, and could 
liju^dly be persuaded not to try the experi- 
inent himaeir. 

In retuming home, Mr. Elton, the cha- 
rioteer of the dog-cart I waa sitting in, al- 
lowed hb spirited little Arab to go its own 
pace; and as we were flying along at a tre- 
mendoua rate, wg came into violent collidon 
with a bullock hackary, the driver of which, 
on seeing us comings had wisely driven bis 
bullocks right across the road, and waited 
the ehock of our arrival in patient expeo- 
tation- Mr. Elton could not believe he 
meant to xeniain in that position till it was 
too late to retreat; then there was a tre- 
mendous concussion, which rolled the bul- 
locks in the road, and smashed their hamese 
and trappings, I expected to find myself in 
the ditch, hut somehow the dog-cart re- 
covered its equilibrium, and passed ou like 
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ft flash of lightning, leaving the hacbary 
driver too much astonUhed, apparently, to 
think of pictdng up hia bullocks, or otlierwiae 
aseisting himself ; and whca we pulled up to 
eee what dmnagc was done, wo found our 
express speed had saved us, and the Sety 
little steed waB unhurt, when I thought he 
must have apiked himself on the bullocks' 
horna. These hackary drivers are the moat 
perversely stupid creatures it is possible to 
conceive; they never seem able to learn 
anything about their own aide of the rood, 
and when you appear ii the distance, ten to 
one they will come on to the side you are 
trying to paae by, aimply from obstinacy, as 
it seems. Tour only eafc plan is to pull up 
entirely, and pass them at a walk, when 
yon can be prepared for all contingencies, 
I Next morning our hoat^ Mr. Maxwell, had 

r half the jewellers in Delhi up to display 

I their wares to ua. We had sent some 

I orders beforehand, whidi had been wonder- 
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luily executed. Th^sc men will copy any- 
thing Ironi a drawing with marvelioua ex- 
actitude. The room presented a moat motley 
scene, the numerous men themselves as ex- 
traordinary a3 the goods they exhibited so 
perseveringly to us, which consisted princi- 
pally of trinkets and jewellery, from the 
cheapest and moat rubbishy imitation to 
diamonds valued at thousands of rupeea. 
Almost everything manufactured ia the 
north-west is made at Delhi: their gold and 
silver embroidery has long been famous; 
the floss eilk work that bears the name of 
the town ia well knovrn at home; they 
carve figures and animals in ivory very well 
indeed; tlicir armour ia justly celebrated; 
and besides the jewellers, whose name ia 
"legion,'' there are whole colonies of artists; 
and I never appreciated Delhi paintings till 
I had been there, those you see at home are 
BO very stiff and inferior. Some of these 
men portray their mo&qucs in a style t^' art 
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tliat at home would Ije quite uniittalnabte 
even for a much higher remuaeratiou, and 
they copy photographs with surpriaiug fide- 
lity. Members from eacli of these dilTerent 
fraterniliea were present in Mr. Majcweirs 
room, each becommg every instant more 
and more excited and more emulous of the 
other, striving to produce tlie greatest 
rarities and the most extraordinary bar- 
gains; then the watchful servants of the 
house behind all, keeping a strict account 
of every article purchased, and the amount 
of their *' dnstoor'* ready reckoned up. Our 
Ay ail's hopes uf a profitable day were 
nipped in the bud, utterly ignored by the 
crowd of claimauta before ht;r. When we 
had chosen everything we could possibly 
wantj and were quite tired out with bargain- 
ing, the merchants were dismissed ; and after 
refreshing ourselves with tiffin j we pro- 
ceeded to mount the elephants, which were 
niady to Lake us rouud tlic bazaais. Never 
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haTing been on an elephant amce we were 
juveniles and had a sixpenny ride in the 
Zoological Gardens, we looked forward to 
the expedition with great delight^ notwith- 
standing every one told ub an hour on an 
elephant would make every bone in our 
body Eche, I am told there is just aa much 
difference in the paces of elephants as in 
those of horses ; and certainly the one we 
were on went along very smoothly, Mr, 
Elton assured us it was, without exception, 
the best elephant in India, having been 
espresdy trained to carry out some of the 
numerous queens of Oude. We were en- 
chanted with the bazaars. They gave us 
the most perfect specimens of Oriental life 
we had yet Been ; snake-charmers and all 
kind of wild-looking natives about. When- 
ever we saw anything tbat looked tempting, 
the elephants were stopped, and the desired 
object handed up lo us for inspection; and 
we purchased sundry marvellous erabroi- 
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dered native cape and etmngcly fiiehioncd 
eilver orDamentef while a curious crowd of 
natives pressed arouad to watch the progresa 
of the bargain. 

The Delhi natives are very rude, and we 
were told it wae wrong for ladies to go about 
UQguarded. Even while we were purchasing 
things, the BtaH-kcepers would sometimefl 
make Bomc impertinent observation to thg 
gentlemen with ue; and we were directed to 
return the article instantly, and proceed to 
another stall. After eeeing the Jumna, op 
Lai Mupjid, so colled from being buUt of red 
stone, the mo8t sacred Mahometan temple, 
the Chacdce Chowke (ailver street), and 
all the other liona of thia magnificent city, 
we wended our way homewards^ sufBcienlly 
tired with the day'a proceedings. We then 
took a more minute survey of Mr» Max- 
wgH's house — an immense place built in the 
old days of Residences, and famished more 
like an English one than any we had yet 
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seen, with the additional luxury of a good 
library — an iacalculable advantage. It waa 
even more like a Castle of Otranto thnn our 
first Dhoorghur abode. I never learnt my 
way about it, but knew if you walked 
steadily on you must reach the drawing- 
room at last, as all the rooms opened into 
each other; and so, having lingered as long 
ae we dared, we once more packed our 
gharries, and set off en rmite for Agra. "~ 

In addition to the usual requisites for 
comfort in a gharrie during the cold wea- 
ther, you require a couple of reziep, things 
-which are most estensively used throughout 
India for all kinds of purposes. They are 
thickly-wadded quilted coverlids, the out- 
Bide covered with some bright-coloured 
chintz and lined with pink muslin or rose- 
coloured silk \ and most comfortable things 
they are, whether used as pillows, mal- 
trceses, or counterpanes. At Khoorjo, Keith 
was obliged to leave us, being umiblc to get 
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leave to go any farther. Our parting would 
have been sad enough but for the hupe^ if 
we were all spared, of meeting again witliia 
a year in EnglanJ ; and so, with many in- 
junctions to behave belter in the epiato- 
latory line tlian gentlemen generally think 
necessary, oiir gharriea parted company 
almost on the same spot that had seen our 
meeting last year, lie reluming to Dhoor- 
ghuFj we proceeding to Agra, which place 
we succeeded in reaching in the middle of 
tlie night, and found it impossible to make 
the Goacbman comprehend where we wanted 
to go. He apphed at the Cotwali station 
and other places for information, but with- 
out success, and I fiilly expected we were 
to be carried about Agra all night ; but by 
dint of repeating the name and appointment 
of onr friends very distinctly several limes, 
a ray of intelligence dawned on the mind of 
a bystander, and we were ultimately landed 
in safety at the Wyudlmius* house. Of 
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course ** the point'* for viaitora in Agra L9 
the T&j Muh&l, and thither next morning 
our friends took ua. I scarcely knew what to 
expect after the numberless views and de- 
Bcriptions of it every one has seen and heard 
80 oflen, and believe my first impressioa 
waa disappointment. It was smaller than I 
anticipated, and looked aa if made of porce- 
lain ; but, like all grand objects, the longer 
you gaze the more you become absorbed in 
it The gates of approach are moat unique 
And Oriental in character, and the gardens 
beautifully kept up by Grovernment — a pri- 
vilege fully appreciated by the native popu- 
lation. We were amuae^ to see here, as 
at Mussoorie, the little daisy plots carefully 
watched and tended — rare and valuable 
exoticfl- 

Who may attempt to describe the Tftj? It 
is utterly hopeless, and no picture, uiifortu- 
cately, can approach it either — Italian re^ 
£iiement graAied on Oriental imagination. 
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It is oertam that many Italians, probably 
prisoners, were carried up here by the great 
Shah Jehan, aod either compelled, or bribed, 
to aid in decorating this coloaaal gift to 
posterity. The exquisite inlaid work — of 
flowers in their natural colours — which de- 
coralea the whole building inside and out, is 
precisely like the Florentine work of to-day ; 
and the marble ornaments now manufac- 
tured in Agra are very similar in character 
to those of Italy. Afterall, it is the grandest 
monument in the world of a love which 
death could not subdue. Oderings of fresh 
flowers are daily laid on the tomb of 
MumtAz, and I gathered some fading rose- 
Jeaves from her laat resting-place with more 
reverence, and treasured them with far more 
care, than I did a flower from the tomb of 
Abelard and Heloise at P^re la Chaise. We 
visited the T&j again at nighty and saw it 
under all aapecta, brilliantly illuminated with 
pink and blue lights, when it looked very 
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like the closing scene of an estravaganza at 
home, iind you felt disappomted that the 
little fkiries in silver tissue did not appeEir; 
then the tall minarets at the siJea were 
lighted up ■with different coloured fires, and 
^ung weird effects of light over the Luilding, 
till at last the natives had exhausted all 
their deviceSj and the moon was allowed 
unchecked to pour her glorious radiance 
over everything, and made the Tdj appear 
seller and larger, till it looked like a vast 
pearl, whose glowing hues eveiy instant 
grew more lovely and transparent, its ex- 
quisite outline every moment more un- 
earthly and ethereal; the broad river sleep- 
ing quietly by, with its hanks dotted hy 
numerous IMusjids (temples), and fairyHke 
pavilions close at hand, where happy people 
who have time to spare may live for weeks 
under the shadow of the Tfij, and imbue 
their souls with the spirit of its beauty. 
Such was not our favoured lot; we were to 
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return home to dream irtosicating dreams, 
and wake nest raoming to have our devo- 
tion to yesterday's idol abaken by a visit to 
the MoteeMusjid (Temple of Pearl), a num- 
borlesa collection of arches, fonned entirely 
of white marble, the effect of which it is im- 
possible to describe; and the only picture I 
saw doing it a shadow of justice is one I 
have by a Delhi nrtiat, in which the intricacy 
of detail has been followed with a faithful 
earnestness and a laborious patience that 
would task an Englishman sorely to imitate. 
' Next came the old palace at Agra, with ila 
wonderful arches and magnificent carving, in 
which wc wandered from one beauty to an- 
other till we almost lost the power of admir- 
ing ; and it was a relief to our fcclinga to be 
able to abuse heartily some gothic English 
commanding officer, who, by way of making 
the rooms more comfortable for his family, 
more like the bungalows they were accue- 
tomcd to inhabit, covered the delicately inr 
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laid marble walls with an inch of good honest 

plaster^ bits of which are now brokeE off to 
show you the original pattern of the walls. 
There was an enormous slab of black marble 
of immense thickness, that had beea a royal 
table, but was now badly cracked right 
acrosa^ wHch fracture the guide assured us 
occurred when Lord Ellenborough and other 
government officials were seated on it deli- 
beratiag over some questions of importance. 
Whether the man meant the marble had 
broken under the bodily weight of the great 
men, or the pondoroua nature of their coun- 
cils, or that it actually broke its heart from 
the indignity it was subjected to, it was im- 
possible to determina 

The immense tombs at Secundra would 
take weeka to examine, and yoars to com- 
prehend; they must have been designed by 
men of colossal minds, and completed by 
others of indomitable perseverance. Alaal 
there are no such gianis in these days. 
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life in India b made up of forming ao 
quamtance with people^ and taking leave of 
them just aa you "begin to like each other, 
Xow, having BCGQ as much as we could of 
Agra, we liad to part from our hospitable 
hosts, and re-enter our wearisome gharrie, 
and found we had spent so many days 
in sight-seeing, that we had barely left our- 
selves time to reach Calcutta before our 
steamer sailed, and were, of course, very 
anxious to get on as rapidly as possible. 
Being now much better acquainted with the 
language and characteristics of the natives, 
our plan was to look over the list of chotees 
and statiotis, with all the distances marked 
(fiimighed you by the dik agent)^ and 
pitching on one about seveuty miles off, 
hold up a rupee before the coachman's eyes, 
and say, for instance, "Mynpoorle, bhote 
juldee'' (very quickly). The man always 
grinned, and understood perfectly well what 
was meant, so it was not liis fault if we did 

VOL. n L 



146 



TKB TIMELT RETRBAT ; OB, 



not go at a ftill gallop the wholo wiiy? and 
if we were detained too long at a chokee, a 
Tvarning "Nai bucksheesh" sent us on again 
with redoubled speed homewards. It ia 
impossible to underBtand the full meaning 
and feeling of rest contained in that one 
short word **honie[" until by weary wan- 
deringa and hours of lonelinesa you learn to 
turn to it with a yearning that filla your 
being; how inepiriting was it to think that 
each mile p^sed shortened our disianee 
irom those dear ones who, in imagination, 
wore tracking our stopa I 

Our former diik experience enabled us 
now to manage capitally, the only variation 
being, that on arriving at each bungalow 
our first Ciire was to have the precious 
basket containing our beloved cala brought 
down from the roof of our gharrie, and the 
poor occupants released from their cloee 
captivity and chained in the verandah of 
our breakfaet-room, where their hunger was 
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^^ a difficult tHng to appease, Motee's espe- 
I cially; Z&wur always was the moat dainty of 

I the two, preferring quality to quantity. We 

I were rather dismayed at first to finii ie 

I could not be induced to touch chicken, the 

T only procurable food; it was not til! com- 

pelled by severe hunger that the poor crea- 
ture could bring himself to swallow suet 
low-caste food at all, Tlien Rose had 
Borae &csli bread-and- water, and sat com- 
placently on the top of her cage, eating a 
lump of sugar. Whenever we slopped at a 
chokee we were almost sure to hear Motee 
howling at the top of his voice; and Rose 
learnt to imitate the cry to perfection. The 
animals never seemed to suifer &0C1 the 
changes of temperature, though it was op- 
pressively warm in the middle of the day 
- and bitterly cold at night. 

I It is amuaiog how travellers meeting at 

I bungalows^ though unacquainted even with 

^^ each other's names, are willing to exchange 
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any civilitiea in their power, and cliat with 
the freedom of old acquaintances. One 
EQoming a gentleman descended from his 
gharric just aa tvc drove up for our mid-day 
meal. We gave our orders for hot water, 
eggs, &c., and retired to our aide of the 
house, and in a few minutes two cups of tea 
and a canister of biscuits were brought in 
by the Khit, with the Sahib^s complimeata. 
He, knowing how tardily natives execute 
ladiee* commands, had taken this trouble to 
ensure our speedy refreehment. Seeing ho 
was about to depart, we stepped into the 
ver^adah to tbank him for hia attention, and 
found an officer in a flaming drcEsing-gown, 
enough to make one hot to look at; he had 
been travelling in Cashmere, and was now 
en route to join his re^ment; of course he 
envied us highly, having our faces set home- 
wards. We were able to furnish him with 
some ** small change," and so we went on 
our various ways. One of the first que&- 
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tiona of travellers to each, other at these 
buQgalowa generally is, " Can you spare me 
any eraaU change?" One reqmres an iin- 
meuse niimber of little coins for the number- 
less bucksheeshes required. This amicable 
iatercoursej however, is strictly coufioed to 
Epglish people ; those with the slightest 
taint of half-caste are ignored completely, and 
in India the eye gets educated to detect the 
least trace with a celerity tbat is astODishing, 
Our down-country journey being performed 
during the cold season, we were enabled to 
travel day and night, only slopping in the 
middle of the day for breakfast, and in the 
evening for dinner. At whatever hour of 
the day or night you arrive at a bungalow, 
the Kliits seem perfectly ready and willing 
to serve you, never thinking of grumbling 
about being unreasonably disturbed, as I 
suspect people at home in the same position 
would do. The country did not look quite 
so sandy and barren as it did on our way 
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iip» for the opium crops were in full flower, 
and we passed fieM after field one mass of 
snowy blossoms. I never saw any coloured 
poppies among them ; they were all a double 
white kind. 

On reaching Benares, we were driven to 
the judge's house, he being a great friend of 
Keith's, and were received very kindly by 
his wife and daughter, but were only able to 
tfpend the day with them, being compelled 
to hurry to Calcutta, In the afternoon we 
drove through the bazaars, and went to see 
the college. The masters* houses near are 
built in the Elizabethan style, higli-peaked 
roofs and gable ends forming a strange con* 
txast to the Bat, low-roofed, and thatched 
bungalows around, and the clematis and 
roses were climbing all over them like the 
cottages of home. At night we etarted agaia 
on our journey, laden with flowers and 
oranges iioni their garden^ 

One morning we came to a place where 
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the road was beiBg repaired, and the Coolies 
had sluiced it with water, wbich made it so 
heavy the horse positively refused to drag 
ug over. The coachman and Syce tried 
their usual expedient of turuing round the 
wheels, but the creature resolutely backed, 
and finding we should soon be turned off 
the road, we jumped out, getting our feet 
thoroughly soaked in au instant, Nora went 
to the animal's head, and commenced a 
vigorous dnggingf wbich so astonished the 
coachman, he left oET turning the wheels, 
while I administered a gentle reminder with 
the whip, aud after adding eome words of 
encouragement, succeeded in walking him 
over the bad bit. I don't know whether 
horse or coachman were moat bewildered; 
both ehowed evidently they had never been 
eo treated before, though I did hear of a 
young lady going up country whose coach- 
man would not proceed at the rate she 
wished, BO at last she mounted the bo^, and. 
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taking the reins, gave the a-stonishetl coachee 
at once a lesson in scienLific driving and 
Enghsh wilfiilnesa. 

We had wonderfully few accidents going 
down country, and found the carriages of 
the North-West Dkk Company decidedly 
larger than those we came up in — a great 
consideration when it is to be your sole re- 
sidence for a week. As we neared Kanee- 
gunge, we urged our coachman on with 
increased promises of bucksheesh, if he 
manr^ed to arrive in time for the night train 
to Calcutta. But, alas I on reaching the 
terminu^ a black railway official informed 
ua the train had departed an hour ago. 
There was nothing for it but to content onr- 
6elvea with a night at the hotel, where our 
up-country party had taken tea together 
when our wanderings in India commenced 
—rather a miserable place; an opinion iu 
which our poor cats ftilly agreed, as they 
had to pass the night in a damp bath-room^ 
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and testified their disgust hy continued howl- 
ings, declaring they infinitely preferred their 
basket on the top of our gharrie. We be- 
stowed all our blankets, pillows, rezies, £ind 
remaining stores on the hotel-keeper, includ- 
ing a box of sardines, which we had regu- 
larly presented to each Khit at the various 
bungalows we passed, requesting them to 
open it, but in vain ; they did not seem to 
comprehend what they were expected to 
do at all. And bo we departed, most thank- 
fill to have seen the last of Ranccgunge, and 
reached Calcutta just two days before the 
steamer sailed. 

Our two days in Calcutta were spent in a 
irhirl of visiting and shopping. We saw 
some of the unfortunates who had come out 
in the eame steamer with ua, and excited all 
their envy at our speedy return home- Home 
was the word now constantly on our lips; it 
seemed so impossible to reahse iu six short 
weeks wc should be therc^ and India but 
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as a visLQD of the past, to be discarded as 

a rughtmare, always ezcepting the gtorious 
Himalayas- 
It was wonderful how the Chicken- wallahs 
(embroidery sellers) found us outj and we 
were perfectly besieged with theirij display- 
ing tbeir goods^ and all assuring uSj of course, 
that theirs were of the best quality- The 
work is generally excellent, but as the fine 
pieces are all done on muslin^ which wears 
out immediately, many ladies take out stores 
of cambric ready stamped, and the men work 
it quickly and well; it is very reasonable in- 
deed, if you can get some lady who under- 
stands the ways of the people to purchase it 
for you, as the meu always ask double what 
they mean to take- 

At six o*clock on the morning of the 23rd 
of Februajy, 1857, we went on board the 
old Stndostanj having spent exactly eleven 
mouths in the countiy from the day we 
landed at that same Garden Reach. Eveiy 
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one on board congratulated every one else 
that they were fairly on the road borne; 

every one 'was in the b^t of tempers and 
highest of spirits, and many of the gentle* 
men made Btrikingly poUte speeches to the 
muddy waters of the yellow Hooghly as the 
gallant steamer cleft her way through the 
turbid etream. Passing down, we naturally 
heard a great number of anecdotes coimected 
with the river^ and, among others, Major 
Seward told us a year or two ago he had 
been upset in a boat here, and some of the 
party were drowned. (If you full mto this 
river your life is rarely saved, on account of 
the strong under-current which sweeps you 
away,) He, being a good swimmer, struck 
out towards a dinghee (native boat) he 
saw approaching, concluding, of course, they 
would take him in ; but, to his great Eurprise, 
instead of aiding him, the maa at the prow 
raised his paddle and tried to strike him 
&CI08S the head. Major Seward dodged the 
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blow, and agfdn attempted to ent^r the boat, 
but the paddle was a second time raised to 
beat bim down; so, seeing they were bent 
on murdering him, he dived deep, and 
coming up a long way from llie boat, ulti- 
mately succeeded in reaching the shore. The 
men in the dinghee looked surprised to aee 
him appear again, but were too busy dis- 
posing of his companions to attend to hinL 
People aay numbers of sailors disappear from 
Calcutta eveiy year, murdered by these 
boatmen when crossing the river. These 
frightful accounts gave ua rather a different 
impression of the "mild Ilindoo" fi^m that 
we were taught to entertain at home. I 
don't think that any on board seriously re- 
gretted their departure ; of course, in tlie 
case of a wife going home for her healtli, it 
was different, as the better half waa left he- 
hind; but the mere fact of quitting India 
was hailed with delight by alt We, having 
passed that way, comparatively speaking, so 
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ktely, were looked upon ag excellent guide- ^^M 


books and referees on generBl topics of in* ^^B 


terest, and discussed quite learnedly the time ^^M 


we ought to reach the various toucliiTig ports, ^^M 


or the sights beat worth sccii^ at^ tht^m. ^^M 
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whose dark-grey eyes and jet-black fringes 
spoke her Hibernian origin. Being tlien the 
only little girl on board, she was at once in- 
Btalled as prime pet with everybody, par- 
ticularly as she entirely repudiated the 
society of the boys, whom she considered 
very rude^ and the whole ship'a company 
■were instatitly eulieled in the service of nm- 
niiig races with^ and otherwise amusing her, 
or coaxing her back to good-humour when 
a fall on the deck liad temporarily disturbed 
her placidity. Mr< Campbell made violent 
efforts to gain the chief place in her affec- 
tions, but the stoical indifference with which 
she heard hia protestations argued Kttle for 
his success so long as she had a plantain to 
demolish, listening with an equally unujoved 
countenance to " Hettie^ I adore " or ^ Hettie, 
I abhore you-" She regarded him somewhat 
as an eccentric character, and stigmatised 
him alternately as "that naughty," or '*that 
funny man." 



A TEAA IN BEIirGAL* 



15B 



w 



Endless were the discussions now engaged 
in by the Madraseea and Qui Hyes, as the 
Becgalese are nicknamed, reepectiDg the 
merits of their several presidencies. Calcutta 
people consider themselves always as belong- 
ing to the aristocratic presidency, and the 
reasons they give for looking down on the 
otiiera with scorn were sufficiently charac- 
teristic, " Madras is a benighted presidency, 
because^' — and the words are uttered in an 
under tone expressive of the deep horror 
felt by the speaker — " people there eat 
bazaar mutton" (eating bazaar mutton is 
looked upon in Bengal as the lowest depth 
at which a civilised being can arrive) ; " and 
even," as an officer feelingly observed to me, 
" when the Madras regiments come up to 
Bengal, and we teach them to eat gram-fed* 
mutton, and they acknowledge its superio- 
rity, the moment they go back to their own 



• Gram is h kind of dried pular, on wWoh moal. domestic 
aoJULala iu ladui tre fed. 
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benighted land they return to tlieir old prac- 
tices- What can you expect from such a 
people?" Bengalese repudiate bazaar mutton 
for the same reason they reRise to touch na* 
tive feeding cowa. They form themaelvBS 
into ^^muttoQ clubs/* two or three familiea 
agreeing to divide a sheep twice a week 
amongst them. 

The very firat night we appeared on the 
Dhoorghiir Course, a lady desired me to in- 
form ray brother there was a vacancy in her 
mutton club, and when, scarcely under- 
standing the importance of the opportunity, 
I did sOf I was astonished to find how Keith 
seized on the chance with avidity, and wrote 
directly to secure the desirable position. 
Then " the Bombayites have been known 
to travel with a kit (camp equipage) that a 
common soldier ought to be ashamed of| 
and are so utterly careless of where they 
live themselves that they have actually been 
known at a new station to put their horses 
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into tlie quarters assigned to the officers, and 
sleep in the stables themselves." 

At Calcutta, amongst the numerous pnr- 
cliases -we made, were tu'o yoimg and inex- 
perienced green parrotSj in a native cage, 
which turned out a most insecure place of 
abode ; for on descending to our ca1>in, the 
very first day of our life on board, we found 
one parrot tad already conimilted suicide by 
precipitating himself from the stem window, 
which was wide open, and the other was 
just about to t^e the final plunge, but evi- 
dently thought the water looked dirty. Our 
entrance of course hastened itd end. As 
they were new acquisitions we did not 
mourn inconaolably over their untimely fate, 
and the purser, hearing of our loss, promised 
to procure us any amount of them at Madras ; 
a pledge he nobly fulfilled, bringing on board 
a large cage with three little icnocents sitting 
close together to keep off the cold, they being 
entirely devoid of feathers, with the escep- 
TOL. n. M 
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tion of a few on the head and wings. And 
DOW the cares of a young iainily were se- 
verely felt. We had a delightful cabin, with 
more room than usually falls tothe lot of pas- 
Eengera; and, indeed, we needed it all for 
our precious parrota and their bowls of food. 
At four every morning these little fledglinga 
aroueed us by their frantic cries of hunger, 
and Tve had to rise and stuff bread-and-water 
down each gaping throat as they sat ui a 
loWj bobbiug their heads at lis in a tremble 
of excitement ; we were then allowed a rest 
till eight, when they again became clamour- 
ous, till crammed too full for the exertion of 
cawing. Eose looked on with interest at 
our attentions to the juvenile brood; but 
whenever we put her near them they set up 
Guch renewed yociferations that she became 
quite alarmed. It was a sight to see the 
way Qiey swallowed plantain, making feeble 
pokes at it with their beaks, and rolling 
over itj being too weak to feed themselves. 
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People told us we never should get tliem 
home alivej as lliey were too young; but 
somehow they survived the perils of the 
way, and are at the present moment in a 
flourishiEg condition. Rose Las already 
taught one of them a few sentences, and 
they all roam ahout the house as sleek and 
impertineiit as pos^ble, insistiDg on being 
DOticed. 

There was one rash gentleman on board 
bent flolely and entirely on perpetrating 
matrimony, for which object alone he was 
undertalaDg the homeward journey; he 
used every moroiug, when performing his 
toilette, to disclose his future plan of action 
to the sharers of his cabin, through whom 
we were favoured with a peep at this ori- 
ginal's arrangements. When he qiutted 
Englandj it seems lie had a large circle of 
ocquaintance, amongst whom were ** seven 
regular jolly bricks of gii'ls with no nonsense 
about them," on all of whom he had *' kept 
m2 
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his eye/' and was now about to make a 
formal offer to eacL in turn of the lot, until 
he found one of the happy group willing to 
become the fortunate possessor of his hand 
and heart. It was perfectly immaterial to 
him which of them took him, as he had 
arrived at the conclusion that a wife was 
necessary, and therefore must be obtained* 
1 wonder how his echeme will succeed. 

The Sunday muster on the Indian aide of 
Suez is a much lai^cr and more motley one 
than that in the Mediterranean. The crew 
13 chiefly composed of Lascars and broad- 
ehouldcrcd, thick-lipped negroes from the 
Airican coast, with gay turbans and large 
earringH, They are a much etronger race 
than the sUght, graceful Lascare, who, in 
their white tunics and red kummerhands, 
look very picturesque, if not very service- 
able. They make very good Bailors for this 
climate, however^ being as active oa cats, 
and making up in numbei-s what they want 
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in streDgtb, On the Eoglish side it took a 
man and a boy to ieave the line for ascer- 
taining our speed; on this, five or six men 
were necessary. The engineers were all 
Euglislimen, and tlie few Englisli sailors on 
board seemed to do nothing bnt steer, and 
then amuse themselves. 

Amnsement and occupation were objects 
so eagerly sought after on bom'd, that any- 
thing that promised to while away an hour 
was greeted with delight Thus the old 
English attempt to eat cold pudding from a 
fort passed under your left shoulder, was 
continually practised at dinner, though it 
was not the orthodox time of year for auch 
a trial of fortune- Cracking nuts with the 
forefinger employed many otherwise idle 
moments. Those acquainted with the trick 
know it requires more skill than ati'ength, 
but several gentlemen brought their fists 
down with the force of a sledge-hammer on 
their devoted fcrefitsgers, and pretended not 
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to have hurt thoroselvcs at allj tbougli the 
pain must have been excruciating. 

We fortunately had a fine run to Ceylon, 
and every one landed prepared to admire 
it with cnthueiaam. We proceeded inuuo- 
diatdy to call on our friends the De Vaux, 
who were greatly astonished to see cb, true 
to our promise, returning home> We had 
seen some lovely bracelets manufactured 
here from the light pieces of tortoiaeshell 
being picked out and formed into massive 
links; the bracelet is faatencd by a heart 
set in gold, and from delicate filagree chains 
hong a bunch of charmB set in the same 
material; it strongly rcaembles amber, and 
ia very unlike anything procurable at home. 
Others are made entirely of dark pieces of 
the shells, the mountings of silver; and they 
are altogether as pretty presents for the 
home people aa can be desired, Mrs. De 
Vaux kindly sent for the man she always 
dealt with, and -we were able to obtain a 
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supply of tbcm reiJlygood; for many are 
made of spurious materials, and passed off as 
genuine. Cingaleae ii roguery nearly equal 
the Jew3 ; they will assure you moat so- 
lemnly, by all they hold sacred, that the 
stones they offer you for sale ore real. A 
gentleman on board had resided there some 
time, and was well known. He stopped one 
of these traders, requesting to examine his 
jewels ; but the man put his hands behind 
him, shaking his head, and saying, " No, no, 
airj these stones only for steam-boat gentle- 
man," Wc have since been informed that the 
greater part of the coloured glass sold there, 
and at other places where precious stones 
are offered at low prices, is all manufactured 
at the Island of Murano, in the Adriatic. A 
lady friend of ours went over the whole 
establishment there, and was told by the 
proprietors that they sent large consign- 
ments to all the principal English and 
French houses, where they are set, and 
then shipped for the colonies. 
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"We spent a delightful day at the clergy- 
man's house some way in the country, from 
which we had n magnificent view of the dis- 
tant inland peaks. After dinner, when dis- 
cussing various reptiles, wc mentioned never 
having seen a scorpion, and our host in- 
stantly despatched a eervant to the stable for 
some ; this gentleman had a peculiar fancy 
of never allowing such creaturca to be killed 
on his prcmieea ; even snakes were allowed 
free passage. He declared, for every one 
you killed, two came in its place, so the 
■\viac3t course was to leave them alone. The 
servant soon returned with a cocoaruut filled, 
apparently, with small black lobsters, which, 
on being turned out on the table, marched 
about, their tails erected in the air, and 
looked quite at home* 1 cannot say I at all 
admired such close quarters with such dis- 
agreeable things, but the Cingalese seemed 
to knock them about without fear of their 
sLin^g him. Here we aaw hundreds ot 
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pineapples growing wild, but wcro told tlicy 
rarely came to perfection^ as tlie porcupines 
ate them. 

At Ceylon we cmtarkcd a number of 
people of a very different species to our 
former companiona. Many of the new set 
were totally unacquainted with the English 
language, only the head of each party beiug 
able to say a few words. They were prin- 
cipally from Java, and the islands about 
there — Buch gaunt^ hideous females, and un- 
wieldly-Iookiog Dutchmen I The amount 
of food they consumed must have been 
alarming to the purser; they never stopped 
Gating from morning till night. Even w}jea 
sea-sick (and they occasionally suffered 
dreadfully), they in a few minutes re- 
turned, with sharpened appetites, to beer, 
bread-and-cheese, or some such slight re- 
ireshment 

Their children were a most unruly lot, 
totally eetting order at defiaacej and waging 
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a fierce i^ar with all the EngUah children 
on board, who organised themselves into a 
regular army, and held daily encountera 
with the intruding foreigQcrs, to the great 
alarm of their respective mothcra. Their 
attire was simple and unique, consisting of 
trousers and a long coloured blouse reach- 
ing past the knees. It was admirably 
adapted for a wann climate, and seemed 
never to require changing, for the eldest 
boy of the party came on board in a dark- 
blue suit, -which was never laid aside till we 
reached Marseilles- Sometimes the girla 
were dressed iu white garments of the same 
pattern aa the boys, which elicited strong 
disapproval from the junior English, for one 
day Master Freddy came up from the 
children's dinner with consternation on his 
face, and gravely informed Mrs. Clement, 
" Oh ! such a drea(]ful thing happened to- 
day: the Dutch girl came to dinner in her 
nightgown!'* Charlie used to lay deep plans 
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for the punisliment of the obnoxious Datch 
boy in blue raiment, the ringleader of the 
foreign party. This boy had two rery pro- 
jecting tcctJi, which Charlie accmcd to con- 
aider a special inault to the commimity at 
large, and one evening he showed us a piece 
of cord carefully made into a large elip- 
knot^ and told us that *' it was a noose, and 
when the Dutch boy ran past he should 
throw it out and catch him, and then he 
would fall down and break his teeth " This 
Maeter Charhe was a particularly far-seeing 
and thoughtful childj he used someliines to 
come to me for stories, and I on one occa- 
sion related the doleful history of '* Little 
Bed Elding Hood," to which he listened 
with deep attention, but when it waa 
Sniahed began speculating on it ^'Surely 
it was very wrong of Little Red Riding 
Hood to have told the wolf the right direc- 
tion to her grandmother's house ; she ought 
to have given him a wrong directiouj then 
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he could not have found lier out/' " Oh, 
you sharp boy," said I, "there's no doubt 
about your being a bora lawyer/* 

Among our new passengers were a num- 
ber of English children aod their parents, 
coming home from various outlandiBh places 
that one never hears of except at echool- 
MoBt of the children were attended by 
queer-looking Malay or Chinese nurses and 
servants. One family of five hopeful little 
cherubs, the ohvc branches of Dr. and Mrs. 
Andrewa, were under the dominion of a 
Malay boy and an Iiish nurse, a gaunt, sol- 
dierly female, to whom Major Seward in- 
stantly conceived a violent and most un- 
founded prejudice. He being reduced by 
long-continued fever to the last etagc of 
weakness, had a dreadful antipathy to any- 
thing cither strong-minded or strong-bodied 
in other people; besides, on particularly 
rough days, she would stand at the door of 
the cabin with an everlasting baby in her 
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&rcQ3j and, looking round the saloon, would 
audibly wonder what people meant by being 
sea-sick, and what it felt like — a reflection 
which Major Seward always considered as 
highly personah 

Exactly on the opposite scale of woman- 
hood, 33 far as size was concemedj appeared 
the little Malay nurse of a German baby, a 
perfect dwarf^ standing about four feet 
nothiug, and always presenting the same 
height whether sitting or standing. By way 
of aanounrnng herself a Christian, she gene- 
rally appeared in a red print dress and a 
charity-school child's cap ; the baby she 
carried looked miraculously tall by contrast- 
The mistress of this little comicality had 
uttracted great attention on her first appear- 
ance among us from her fair pretty face ; 
hep husband, a bearded German, was a mer- 
chant letuming from Japan, 

Much conjecture was raised on board re- 
specting an elderly widow lady, an English- 
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woman, who travelled with a suspidous- 
lookbg attendant Tliis man, though at- 
tired in a BGcnlar garb, was discovered to be 
ft Franciscan monk. Whether these two 
Ifiid plans for the conversion of the ship's 
company was uotaown, but though the 
monk was a Becond-claes passenger he always 
took hjs breakfast on deck with his mistress, 
and any one ascending the stairs during that 
meal was sure to Burprise the two in doae 
and ea^er consultation, which was abruptly 
ended on any third person approaching* In 
the forepart of the ehip the monk was 
looked upon as an inoffensive individua], and 
spent his time chiefly in concocting oik and 
pomades for the hair, which he sold to his 
fellow- pas sen gere- 

Tlie tedium of the voyage was frequently 
diversified by lolteriea respcctiag the pro- 
bable hour at which we should reach any 
given place, and rupees were freely piud 
down to swell the grand sum total. As wo 
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neared the land, offeswere franlicaUymade 
for tickets bearing a promismg-lookiug hourj 
and the liolders Bometimes made quite a 
little fortune ; others held out in hopes of 
higher bids till the hour marked on their 
ticket had passed away^ and so lost their 
chance. Each ticket has a quarter of an 
hour marked on it, and when the anchor 
drops, the possessor of the ticket containing 
the fortunate moment becomes the owner of 
tlie whole sura subecribed. SomeLimes rather 
a large sum is collected. One lady, who was 
urged to take a ticket, refused, as lotteries 
were somewhat against her principles, till it 
was suggested that she might apply the 
money lo some good purpose if it became 
hers. She did gain it, and fc^hwith the 
Church Missionary Society was enriched by 
flfty pounds. People coming home seem 
much more addicted to this kind of amuse- 
ment than those going out. 

Among our new acquisitions irom Ceylon 
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were aome of the sufferers from the burning 
of Canton. One waa a Bingularly eimple 
and 'ingenuous youtt; lie must have gone 
to China when very youag, as he had spent 
five years there, and still looked extremely 
youthful. He had a most inveterate habit 
of making a chimney of himself, never 
being seen without a cigar in his mouth; 
he told us he had smoked five hundred che- 
roots on the voyage between Singapore and 
Ceylon. One evening there had been a 
grand discusBion for and against matrimony 
on deck, and Mr. Stafford was warned by 
ladies as well as gentlemen that such un- 
limited indulgence in the pernicious weed 
must be much curtailed should he think of 
becoming a Benedict At first he tried to 
combat such an arbitrary decree, but finding 
public opinion too strong for him, he rushed 
away to the forecastle with his beloved 
cigar, still his undisputed poasession. The 
number he lighted and tossed away scarcely 
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half consumed, told the turmoil going on in 
his brain, which could hai-dly be eoothed by 
a long course of extra mild Havannahs and 
other abominations, 

Theealoonisooe continued scene of ealing. 
At six o'clock early tea and bbcuits made 
their appearance in the cabins ; at seven 
o'clock breakfafit is ready for the children 
and servants; at half-past eight a warniog 
bell rings ; and at nine the general breakfast 
18 on the table. At twelve a refection of 
bread-and-butter, cheese and biBcuits, beer 
and claret, is laid out for tiffin ; and at two 
o'clock the children's and nurses' dinner ap- 
pears. At half-past three the dreaeing-bell 
again Bounds; and at four everybody rushes 
down ravenous for dinner. Scarcely has it 
disappeared, when the children^ tea is 
ready ; at seven the big children, ditto. 
Then whist parties begin to form» and other 
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people attpend the musical gatherings on 
deck or lounge about until nine, when a 
slight refreshment of biecuits, wine, and 
brandy-and-water is prepared. By ten all 
the ladies have disappeared in preparation 
for the visit of the light-extinguishing quar- 
termaster at half-past^ Gentlemen pace the 
deck to a much later hour, and the whist 
parties do not break up till two. How they 
manage for light I do not know, nor can I 
conceive how the etewards go to bed at all, 
ftff the saloon was never quiet till two, and 
at fotir holystomng the decks commenced, 
and all the ship was alive again* 

We whiled away the evening hoiure by 
music and singing ; the piano was hoiated 
on deck, and our kind friend Mrs, Clement 
seemed acquainted with every air suggested, 
and ready to accompany every one. Wo 
had vocal music of all kinds, from that dread- 
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fill " Bobbing around/' given in thorough 
American atyle by a genuine Yantee, to the 
best operatic airs, dramatically delivered by 
a gentleman very much in Lablache'a style 
of figure : ^* The Friar," as he wa9 popularly 
called, fixim his fevourit* song being, "I am 
a Mar of orders grey/* This gentlemaji'a 
repertoire was unlimited j tragic, comic, 
classical, anything and everything, he gave 
with ready good-humour- He was the esta* 
blished wit of the parly, and, in conse- 
quence, gave utterance to the most terrific 
puns, at which it vraa impossiblt? to help 
laughing from their utter absurdity, though, 
Bs a rule, we looked solemn at all puna, 
thinking them outrages on the feelings of 
Bociety-j and an inveterate punster an un- 
mitigated bore. As it was extremely hot, 
the ladies were allowed to ait on the fore- 
castle, and the S^mdostan being flush 
h2 
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decked, it wag easy of access, the gentleinea 
generously consenting to keep to windward 
when smoking. 

Aiter dinner we sometimes had most 
amusing scenes, for on board people are 
thankiul for any amu&ement, and resort to 
the most childish games ; pour passer le 
£ef7ipSj feala of agility and skill were daily 
performed before a circle of astonished spec- 
tators. Mr. Campbell, being immensely 
powerful^ and his anns two inches longer 
than any one eWe, distingnished himself 
highly. One evening an entirely novel 
amueoment wa^ introduced. Two chairs 
were placed on deck at a distance of about 
four feet from each otheij a pole was then 
rested on them, and a gentleman, with a 
stick to balance himself by, sat down cross- 
legged on the pole ; a cap or hat was then 
placed on each chair comer, back and front, 




A ITEAG IN BSETGAL. 



181 



and the gentleman, seateJ d la STwrywe, had 
to knock eacb off with his stick. It re- 
quired eslraordinary balance, and almost 
always ended in the downfal of gentleman, 
pole, chairs, and al!j in a universal roll on the 
deck- The Friar was always suggesting feats 
requiring great agility, at which he looked 
on admiring and wondering. One evening 
he tied a quoit's ring to a rope and threw it 
over one of the rigging ropes, keeping the 
end in his hand, so that he could elevate or 
depress the ring at pleasure. He then re- 
quested all the gentlemen on board to come 
and kick at it, and see how high they could 
do 30, ui^ng them to kick out like men, and 
not be afraid of it. It was the most ludi- 
crous sight to see these stalwart men gravely 
elevating their toes at the ring, which gra- 
dually mounted higher and higher, till Mr, 
Campbell, making an extraordinary bound 
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and kick at tho eorae time, sent it flying, to 
the mock dismay of the Friar, who declared 
seriously he could not have done it — an as- 
eertion perfectly uncalled for, as no one for 
an instant would have imagined him capable 
of such a feat. But to prove that he, too, 
had hia little accomplishments, he procured 
A skipping-rope, and persuading two gealle- 
mcn to turn for him, gracefully gathered his 
coat-taib about him, and hopped and danced 
backwards and forwards like a lively por- 
poise taking esercise. 

The Peninsular and Oriental Comply 
pique themselvcfl on allowing ladies to have 
any little extra luxury at any time they 
please to call for it; thug they have on this 
ade unlimited effervesdng lemonade, while 
gentlemen are restricted to soda-water. Ices 
are aometimea served out to ladies, but gen- 
tlemen are prohibited ixom touching them. 
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A lady is allowed to have preserve at tea 

wbenever she chooaea it, "while gentlemen 
are obliged to be conteut with the usual 
horrid salt batter. This was a continual 
gricyonce to Mr. Chester, who sometiines 
persuaded Mrs. Clement to send for preserve 
-as if for herseli^ and then hand it over to 
him, much to the disgust of the steward, 
Vho, however^ could not interfere, Mr. 
Campbell always said, whenever he felt low- 
spirited, he always asked for one of those 
forbidden good things, and felt his spirits re- 
vived on being answered, ''Ton are a gen- 
tleman, sin" Ladies were also permitted to 
have wine-and-water on deck at supper, but 
gentlemen were obliged to descend for it^ 
a rule which they easily evaded by asaerting 
that brandy- and- water was wanted for a 
lady^ and the eteward'a hopes of a future 
" tip" prevented his being too sharp-^ghled 
on tbe occasion. 
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Among the various costumes and cha- 
racters we liad on boord^ a Greek priest 
9ttx>d very prominent, botli on account of 
his peculiarly clerical drees and the enormous 
patriarchal length of his hoary beard ; he 
also had long wavy hair, reaching to his 
Avaist when let down, but generally caught 
up with combs for every-day wear> He was 
going en a pilgrimage from Calcutta to Jeru* 
sflJemj and the gentlemen found they could 
converse with him in Hindostanee, and liked 
hjm Bo much, that some of them organised 
a parly to accompany him into Palestine, 
There were also some Arab merchants who 
traded horsea betwet^n Bombay and Cal- 
cutta, and spent their whole time on this 
return voyage^ when they had no business 
to occupy them, in smoking, or sitting curled 
up on one of the chick en -boxes, iraraovably 
poring over their only book, which they 
must have known by heart* 
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We anchored at Aden very early in the 
morning, and of course there iras an end of 
all flleep. The vessel was surrounded in- 
etanlly by a swarm of frantically vociferatiog 
Coolies in boata. The Babel of sounds which 
ensued beggars description. They swarmed 
np the aCeamer like cats, and, as I lay look- 
ing out of my port, one came face to face 
with me^ after which I shut my window. 
The dawn was magmSccnt, the ted sun 
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rising beliind some low, dark rocks, batliing 
tlie still eky and calm eea with a solemn 
lurid light, and tlirowing the toll, black 
maats and spars of a large ship into wonder- 
ful relief in the foreground- It looked juat 
like one of Danby's pictures, and was a 
fiingular contrast to the Btruggling, shrieking 
mass of life that sutxounded our floating 
home. About seven, Mr, Gordon summoned 
OS, and we proceeded on shore. Fortu- 
nately, the night before, we had asked Mr. 
Campbell to secure side-saddles and ponies 
for us, and as we approached the long, low, 
white building that does duty for an hotel, 
Wft saw numerous pouiea and donkeys being 
galloped about by tattered-looking Arabs to 
show oS tlieir paces, and our two side- 
saddles lying on the ground conspicuously. 
Many of our fellow^passengers had taken up 
their abode in the verandah, smoking^ and 
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looking oa if they had been there a month. 
After a good deal of fuss about saddling the 
flteeds, and panying the storm of wit sent 
after U9 by those who dared DOt venture 
themselves on horseback, we started for cm- 
tonmentST and had a wonderful ride- Wcwent 
along full speed. These poor little ponies 
are, do doubt, accustomed to gallop all the 
way. How much I enjoyed that ride, al- 
though of course we had no habits, and the 
wind was very disagreeable. Our hair would 
come down, and Mr. Gordon was astonished 
at the extraordinary increase of colour in 
our cheeks. I went into raptures of delight 
over the strange, wild scenery, and the un* 
couth but most picturesque natives, all to 
the great astonishment and bewilderment of 
our simple-minded ftiend, Mr. Stafford, who 
could see nothing to admire, and believed I 
was joking all the timen 
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Aden has been so often described an ugly, 
hot, dusty place, bigh barren rocksj hot be- 
yond all conception, and dusty beyond be- 
lief, without a vestige of vegetation any* 
where, yet commanding interest from its 
very strangeness. Before you enter the can- 
tonments, you pass through a deep fissure, 
fortified everywhere, and guarded by sol- 
diers. The shops are all in a long line, and 
all kept by Parsees. We went into each one 
by turns, looking for veils for the desert. 
AH our inquiries were answered by '^ None,'* 
till at length a man pulled out some aQtic[ue 
pieces of figured white and coloured gauzes^ 
and among them we descried two ^coen 
veils, and instantly pounced on them. We 
Ibund all kinds of Chinese curioailies here, 
and insisted on buying some little feather 
punkahs, to Mr. Statford'a disgust, euch. 
things being thought too common in China 
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for ladies' use. Undressed ostridi featliers 
may be procured here in lai^e quantities at 
very low prices. We took a hasty survey 
of the cantonments and the views around. 
What an utterly miserable placet People 
say, "You muet either die of enntti or take 
to drinking" — a ■wretched Eiltcmativc» cer- 
taioly ; but really it must be very difficult, if 
not impossible^ to keep oneself up to the 
mark there. 

In returning, Nora find I changed horsea, 
much to the annoyance of the Coolie boys 
holding them, who each declared " it was 
the other woman." Of course we were 
cverj-wherc pestered for buckshcesh by 
crowds of Coolies, who could not even get 
near enough to touch the horses. We met 
several of the Dutchmen making purchases. 
All, being cautious as well aa heavy men, 
were mounted on donkeys. We laughed 
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heartily at Colonel Brett and Major Hawka, 
both BO tall, and riding such tiny donkeys; 
they shrieked out as we passed, *'0h, give 
me back ray Arab eteed;" while the Friar 
declared he bad spent his whole day in 
searching for an Araby maid- — a being he 
had read about at home, but could find no 
resemblance to in reahty. No ladies wero 
energetic enough to take the trip but our- 
aelvea, and we were really inclined to hies a 
party of gentlemen who had actually secured 
a fly to take them about* When we pre- 
sented ourselves at the landing-place to take 
a boat, a nolay discussion commenced imme- 
diately among the rowers, each one pre- 
ferring some particular daam. One man 
even offered me a fine piece of white coral, 
aa a present, if we patronised his boat. No 
sooner was our choice made, and we fcirly 
in, than all the others began an indiscrimi- 
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aate fight of a most alarming cliaracter. 
Some tumbled into the water, some rolled 
on the eand, an undis tin guish able mass of 
arms and legs- Major Seward and Mr. 
Campbell clapped their hands and excited 
them on by every means in their power. 
When the storm waa at its height, a native 
policeman walked quietly to the scene of 
action, and, having didtributed a few im- 
partial blows, the combatanla all rose up, re- 
placed their garments, and went contentedly 
away. 

In the mean time, the steamer had been a 
scene of great discomfort. The coaling ab 
Aden is a fearful operation. Everybody 
should go on shore who can manage it ; but 
the Coolies are most amusing. As each 
boatful of passengers arrived on board thero 
would be a tremeadous battle about pay- 
ment, wbicb usually «nded in the English- 
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luan tossing the disputed coin overboard, 
and teUing the Coolies to dive for it. They 
fire wonderful divers, but it seeme, for somo 
reason or another, diving has been forbid- 
den, and a policeman stationed in a boat to 
prevent it At length some of the natives 
suggested that, if we went to the otter side, 
they would dive. A ruah of passengers 
took plac€ instantly to the opposite aide, 
where three or four men presented them- 
selves in the water, and dived after any coin 
throve out Sometimes two or three would 
fling themselves on one rupee. Even a four- 
annst bit (6d,) they could find ; and as this 
IB nearly the last place where Indian money 
passes, the passengers took the opportunity 
of emptying their pockets, till suddenly the 
policemaOj evidently suspecting eomethiog, 
made hb appearance round the stem, when 
each native scrambled into his own boat., 
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striving not to look -wet or flurried. Some 
of theee Cooliea have extraordinary light hair 
— no doubt bleached by the aun — of which 
they ore very proud. It ie a bright-reddifih 
golden tint} and each lock quite aoparate, in 
little ringlets, like the door-mat8 at home. 
Nora declared she waated a specimen, and 
infitantlj the desire to obtain one became 
nniveraal; and as Mr. Farly had been sing- 
ing to us that Irish aoug which ends with, 
"Won't ye lave us a lock of your hair/' 
everybody began ahouting this out in chorue 
to every Coohe who presented hair of the 
desired lice. At first one or two were nearly 
pereuaded to come on deck, but the moment 
any allusion was made to the hair, they 
sprang overboard precipitately. In vain we 
ofFered a rupee a lock : none would part 
with the precious conmiodity. One boy, 
about ten, came in a new boat, and Major 
VOL. u. o 
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Seward rushed down to secure and bring 
him on deck. At first he came willingly^ 
but some of the others, seeing what was 
going oHj Sung themsclvea on him, and then 
commenced a fearful Lug of \var. I really 
expected the poor child would be torn in 
pieces, one arm in the Englishman's iron 
grasp, every one on board clapping and 
shrieking out encouragement to him, while 
a Coulii! hurig ou tu every otlier limb, 
and all three screamed a Biibel concert 
round. At length Major Steward gave in, 
and the poor boy was diopped, sobbing and 
frightened, into the bottonj uf the boat, no 
doubt thinking he had escaped some great 
danger. Soon after, a lighi-haired Coolie, 
who had been coquetting up and down for 
some Lime, rowed liir* boat near, and, boldly 
standing up, offered some of his wig for ten 
rupees, which noble offer waa received with 
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derisive lauglter, and a shower of incompre- 
hensible witj such as our gallant couotiymen 
delight in, was poured on hira : " Don't you 
wish you may get it?*' "Woiildn"t you 
like twenty?"' " Who shaved the donkey?'' 
" Come, nowj I call that cheap ;" and so on. 
I was olten amused at the stolid indifference 
with which the officers of the steamer treat 
all these vagaries of their passengers* They 
sehlom interfere unless particularly asked, 
and looked on with a calm, benevolent supe- 
riority, just as you would regard the gambols 
of a lai^e family of kittens or an infant school. 
And so we left Aden and calm seas, for 
before dinner was over we got into very 
rough weather, so that many unhappy indi- 
viduals were obliged to vacate their seats, 
every such defalcation being received with 
ill-suppressed merriment by the others, half 
of whom, I am sure, were trembling in their 
o2 
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shoefl, and dreading evffly heave of the 
vessel would compel tbem to follow th« 
same example. Huge waves folloived us, 
looting menacingly in at the stem windows, 
threatening every moment to overwhelm 
the dessert which was tastefully arranged 
beneath them in the absence of a ddeboard. 
At length, Captain Elair's cabin received a 
deluge of water^ whichj after nearly drown- 
ing the baby and the Ayah^ made its way into 
the saloon; whereupon all the windows 
were ordered to be closed, and the greater 
number of people on board were consigned 
to utter misery for two or three daye. When 
I ventured again to emerge fi^om the depths 
of my cabin, I heard the moat doleful ac- 
counts of everybody. The poor Friar was 
completely prostrated ; Mr, Campbell waa 
cheerfully iU at intervals, and always re- 
turned to talk with his cap more jauntily 
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set on hia head than ever, aa if tryirg to 
deceive himself. Mr. Gordon rammed hia 
widc-fi'wake over his cyee, puehed his hands 
further into his pockcCa, a&d walked the 
decks with a fierce determination not to gi^re 
in^ whatever happened- Major Seward was 
hopelefldy migcrable, and strove to dieguisc 
bi3 melancholy by eating mixed pickles and 
chutnie; but in Tain. Every roll of the 
ship produced a deep-drawn and despairing 
"Ohl" -which waa most touchkg. ThiB 
wretched weather stopped our musical even* 
ings, and they were never resumed, Pasaiug 
Cape Gtiardafui, a variety of fiketch-booka 
appeared, and the old point was immor- 
laliacd again and again. What hordes of 
useless sketches one does accumulate, and 
yet I never can brbg myself to throw the 
least bit away; the merost scratch brings 
back in an instant the place, the people, and 
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everything that was saifl and done. It is 
far the best kind of diary. Just as with a 
few notes of an old air, "the scene recurs, 
and with it all its pleaflurea, all its pains." 

Nora was thankful for the stormy weather 
in the Red Sea, which Isdd up Mr, Camp- 
bell and Major Seward. Aa she was never 
sea-siclcj she was enabled to triumph over 
the m considerably, and ridiculed and laughed 
at them in the moat unfeeling manner in 
return for the way they had persecuted her 
during the fine weather. She was always en- 
tangled in endless diacusaions respecting the 
obedience owing to the nobler ses, S"ora 
Btoutly declaring her determination of pre- 
serving her freedom intact; and Mr_ Camp* 
bell used to tease her dreadfully, always re- 
peating, in a censorious manner, " Wives, 
submit yourselves to your own husbands.*' 
Nora would reply^ that she held the latter 
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articles in contempt^ and could not be 
botliered with them; when Mr. Campbell 

Bggravatingly asserted it was the inevit- 
able fntc of all women, and she would be 
no more able to help it than eating her 
dinner. Nora tetoited that she tad been to 
India and back, and still was Nora Leslie, 
and she thought her own name prettier than 
any she had over heard. Mr. CampbeU 
would aliake his head portentouBlj, and still 
reiterate his provoking insinualiona that it 
was in store for her; then, perhaps, Major 
Seward took it up, eaying, '^ ITiat seeing it 
was Eve's fault that all mankind Iiad suf- 
fered, it was the leaat women could do to 
submit peaceably to superior guidance, and 
keep out of more mischief." This, of course, 
drew forth a vehement contradiction, end 
Nora would boldly ask, " If men were so 
clever, why did not Adam refuse the apple?*' 
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*^ Oh," said Major Seward, *' because he was 
loo gallant to refuse wheD a lady offered 
him the fruit" " Serve him right," said 
Nora; *^he was just as anxiouH to taste the 
lit as Eve, and ho waa glad to put it on 
her Bhoiildere, like a shabby fellow" **Not 
fit all," put in the inexorable Major Seward; 
" Adam knew quite well what it woTdd 
entail on him, but as Eve bad already eaten 
it, he wae too kind-hearted to let her suffer 
alone^ and so platted himself in the same 
uncomfortable position." Thia was such a 
new and startling view of the case to pool 
Noraj that she was driven to woman's ail- 
ment of " It wasn't so at all.*' It was no 
wonder, therefore, she rejoiced over their 
forlorn and limp appearance after a day or 
two's good tossing. Even though Mr, Camp 
bell made desperate deadly lively attempts 
at cheerfulness, she was not to be deceived by 
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the effort, but eadmated it at its true worth 
— ^i feigned composure he was veiy fer from 
feeling in reality, and treated him accord- 
ingly. Major Seward was in a stage beyond 
caring for anything that pasaed, so he en- 
joyed a temporary immunity from her re- 
venge. 

The late heavy sea made many passengers 
determine to go by Moreeilles, and as Mr. 
Gordon promised to take charge of ua 
through France, we determined to go also, 
if our passages could be changed at Alex- 
andria. In preparation for their contdnental 
trip, many gentlemen began diligently etudy- 
ing the intricacies of the French language, 
deluding themselves with the belief they 
would have mastered its difficidties before 
landing in rrance. Colonel Brett aat down 
every day, solemnly and stiffly, before a {or* 
midable dictionary, intending doggedly to 
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learn it straight tlirough, by which time he 
felt persuaded he should be as much at 
home IE French vernacular as in his mother 
tongue- Alas! however, for his persever- 
ance, which deserved to have been rewarded, 
when we reached Suez he had only ar- 
rived at the letter *'G/' and consequently, 
feeling himself hnrdiy strong enough to ven- 
ture on raised conversation, put off his 
French trip to a iuture day, and went 
quietly round by Southampton. Mr, Hughes, 
after vainly mystifying himself for some days 
with incomprehensible wards, gave up the 
attempt in despair, and changed his passage 
from Marseilles to Southampton. We saw 
Mr. Stafford for some time intently studying 
a book of French dialogues, which, on look- 
ing over, WG discovered to contain chiefly 
such eenteoces as ''She is very lovely," or 
" Beaulv ia deceitful;" and laughed him out 
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fof the idea that phrases of that style would 
be of any assistance to him on a rapid rail- 
way journey through France, 
A day or so before reaching Suez, the 
Btewardeaa came into our cabin, saying the 
passengers' baggage was being weighed, and 
all our possessions must go up instantly; and 
then commenced a rapid collection of all the 
loose articles in the cabinj which were all, 
even down to a pair of slippers, tied into a 
huge bundle made oat of a sheet, and car- 
ried off. This time, however, by dint of 
sending some heavy boxes round the Cape, 
we had kept our luggage within due bouDtls, 
and pdd nothing extra for it. We were 
told that all the aecond-closs passengers are 
weighed with their luggage (for what object 
I know not), and the Irish nurse and baby 
weighed fifteen atone. 
As the baslcct in which our cat^ had tra- 
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veiled down country had been tliroini over* 
boaxil, the purser ordered the carpenter to 
make a -wooden cage with bars in front— a 
iar more convenient and comfortable mode 
of conveyance for the poor things, Oo board 
they were placed in the unoccupied chickea 
pena, and when we used to viait them every 
evening to pet and console them a little, we 
were ofteu assailed by numerous wittidfima 
on the stugularity of our choice of peta, cats 
and parrots being auch well-known emblems 
of old-maidiam, our fiicetiGus companiona 
remarking that we appeared determined to 
guard agaiLst any deviation from thut line of 
life. 

Our last day on board the Sindoatan wae 
a very busy one, everybody packing up the 
multifarioua articles which, however neat 
you may be, always get strewed ov^ the 
cabin, and all preparing for a start. We 
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'were not to arrive till night, and there waa 
no hope of rooms in the Suez Hotel, bad aa 
il IB, av they were sure to be full of Aus- 
tralian passengera waiting for their overdue 
steamer. At dinner, the uaual ceremony of 
returning thanks and drinking the health of 
the captain and officers waa performed; but 
the captain had contrived to absent himself 
(of course necesgarily)- After a meet un- 
settled day, we cast anchor off 8uez at seven 
o'clock. The little steamer which was to 
take us the remEuning four miles Into Suez 
soon appeared, looking absurdly sniall aa it 
drew up alongside our huge ship; and we 
felt slightly incredulous when informed that 
all tha passengers and their luggage went in 
one tripn 

The task of moving the lu^age, though 
commenced with great celerity, waa not ac- 
complished for some hours { ao it wia eleven 
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before we were informed all was in readi- 
neas for our departure. lo the mean tirae, 
tlie saloon was a scene of some confusionj 
the cabins being nil emptied out, and last 
arrangemcnta being made, Mrs. Smith was 
in a most tearful stage of port wine. She 
had been singing " Rule Britannia," and, on 
being complimented, said her forte wa» 
aacred mneic. When we came down to 
fetch up our parrotsj tie odour of brandy 
abont her neighbourhood was more than a 
soupgon aa she ruehed towards ns, and, 
seizing my hand^, bc^ed me not to leave 
the steamer that inght, sobbing, and bidding 
us adieu solemnly. Poor creature! she waa 
not to be allowed to land till daylight- !&- 
Gordon took our cats on board, and then 
returned for ns- Fortunately we had some 
gertlemen with us. How the children 
managed I can't conceive, for the scene of 
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confiiBLon and sCruggling 1>affles aJl attempt 
at descriptiou. Out of a liole m the lower 
deck you walked along a narrow gangway, 
guarded by a sijigle rail on one side, then 
down Bomo eteps, which landed yon on the 
little 3t<:amer. It wae too dark to distiDguiah 
faceii, and the gangway was full of people, 
who would cliog to the rail^ and let you pass 
as you beat could. The deck waa so crowded 
you barely found atanding room. FaDcy a 
hundred passengers with all their luggage 
(and ludiaDsMuggage, too), to say nothing 
of thirty-five children and the stately Arab 
crew of the steamer, with a variety of aupcr- 
numerariea of different kinds, tipsy stewards, 
and all bundled at night into a narrow river 
steamer I aad even then you can have no 
idea of the jostling, pushing crowd we found 
ourselves amoDgst. Every nmiute some one 
would rush down from the ship with some 
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missing articLe or foi^otten messagCf and by 
sheer force fight his way across the deck. 
The stewardess bounced iuddenly down, 
hastily put a bundle into Mr. Campbell's 
arma, and Bajing, ^'Hold it tight^ sir — hold 
it light,'' disappeared- It proved to be a 
baby; but poor Mr. Campbell did not know 
what to do with it, or even which end to 
hold uppermost. I had secured a seat on 
the comer of a beech when a rush of people 
carae past, and & gentleman, who had been 
sitlmg on the rail by me, emoting a cigar, 
was pushed o^ and turned head over heels 
into the water, his feet positively grazing 
my 8houlder as he disappeared. It was a 
horrible moment, and no assistance seemed 
forthcoming. *'It is only a Lascar," said a 
lady near, *' and they swim like fish," ^* It 
is no Lascar,*' I replied^ "for I saw the eolea 
of his bootd as he went over.'* I looked 
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down and saw the man swimming strongly 
for the steps, while his cap waa being swiftly 
carried away into the dark distance, for the 
current was very rapid ; the sea looked cold 
and blact, and I knew it was swarming 
with sharks. In the mean time, two men 
had gone down the steps, and a lantern 
made its lardy appearance. The men caught 
iwld of the swimmer hy hia hair and collar, 
"but hia pea-jacket, &c., were so soaked and 
heavy with water, it seemed an age before 
he was dragged on deck; and then, to our 
astontahment, we recognised Mr Lane. He 
tried to laugh and make light of the accidentT 
declaring he never saw anything so pretty in 
his life, *^he went overboard as clean aa a 
knife;'' and as he was carried off to the 
engine-room to be dried, people shook their 
heads, and thought, had he not been slightly 
elevat^dj he would not have gone over at 
VOL. n. P 
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all, ConEideiing, howeveTj that the bul- 
Tvarka stopped abruptly where Mr, Lane 
had been sitting, and for a considerable 
space oa each aide of the paddle-boxes there 
Tvae no taihng or protectiou of any kind, it 
was rather a wonder some of the lodiea or 
children did not follow liis example. Had 
Mr. Lane not been a good swimmer, he 
must; have been drowned. 

The confusion was at its height: every 
one was begging some one else juat to hold 
a parcel, or look after a child for an instant. 
I had Johnnie*fi bost hat and feathers com- 
mitted to my charge. Some one proposed 
we should try the forepart of the steamer, 
which waa not bo crowded; eo we ibught 
our way to it- I had an iron cage with 
some of the little porrota in it, which I op- 
posed to any jostling, and at last we reached 
the end of ihe vessel, where a keeu eaet 
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ynnd waa blowig, and I was a&md tlie 
juvenile parrots would take cold, and had 
to wrap tbem up in a cloak. On the deck 
near mc Bat a lady with a ehiicking bundle 
in her kp, and beside her Tras the Iriah 
maid with another bundle, while two or 
three more were laid around her, from each 
and all of which proceeded the same smo- 
thered criei It was Mra. Andrews and her 
children. The poor little creatures had been 
roused up hastily out of their first sleep and 
hurried into the steamer, and were loudly 
testifying their disapproval of the whole ar- 
rangement. 

At leagth we got under weigh, but not 
without difficulty, for after the paddles were 
in motion, nothing could imfasten the rope 
which held ua to the large steamer; it really 
seemed as if we should be dragged down 
stem foremost by it. Major Scwoid wanted 
e2 
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to cut it througli, but was not allowed to 
touch it l)y tlie Arabs, and j List as it was 
growing serious ihey contrived to unfasten 
it themaelves, and we got away. Every 
geDtlemau began to feel ibr his keys and 
think over his baggage, while every mother 
counted her precious chai^ea, and Mre» An- 
drews discovered it was her baby that had 
been consigned to Mr. Campbella charge. 
People began to compare their grievancea, 
and Major Seward was furious- One of the 
tipay etewarda would smoke into Mrs. Cle- 
meut's face, and bdog too far gone to be 
sensible of moral influence, had to be re- 
moved by main force. Each genUcmaa 
meant to write a scp£o*ate complaint to tlie 
Times; one would have expected that paper, 
for a month at leastj to be the medium of 
a hot correspondence between the penitent 
Fcnimuki and Oriental Company aud its 
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ofiended paseeDgere, but, alas for the 
con^tODcy of human nature ! not a lino 
relating to the subject lios^ I believe, yet 
appeared. 

At last we reached the little wooden pier 
of Suez. The pitch-dark night was only 
lighted by the flaring torches of two or 
three Ai'abs; picturesque enough, if one had 
lime to look about one, but everybody be- 
gEui to rush wildly about, losing his own 
party, and being taken care of by aome one 
else- Mn Staflbrd kept close to me, and^ 
knowing tlie localities, I made straight for 
the door of the old hotelj and ran up-stairs 
to the ladies* saloon, which waa untenanted 
save by a sleeping figure on one* divan. 
Just then Nora appeared with Mr. Camp- 
bell, and Miss Grant under Mr. Hanson's 
charge. Every one kept dropping in, each 
astonished and deligljled to find the others; 
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and Mr. Campbell sJiook up the sleeping 
figure^ who proved to be a poor sailor-lad 
takiQg a oap while he could get it. All the 
ladies and children were put into this one 
room, which was soon quite full, and pre- 
seoted a scene of confuaion rarely equalled 
— thirty-five children, twenty ladies^ and 
about ten servautd, ^th lonuoieiable car- 
pct-bage and baskets, many of the papas of 
the children passing in and. out ccutinually; 
everybody had his hands full of business; 
most of the children screaming, Nora and 
I, being almoBt the only people with no oc- 
cupation (as our parrots and cata were easily 
put out of the way)j were ready to assist 
others. Mrs, Clement, ofcoureej was always 
to be found where she was most wanted ; 
Mra- Blair waa carried in, almost iainting, 
poor Lttle Hettie dreadfully frightened, and 
the baby crying and requiring all the atten- 
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ticrn of the Ayah, who was making ineffec- 
tual eSoTts to soothe him, and at the same 
time to open a huge basket of stores. (Thia 
13 a striking peculiarity of Indian travellers ; 
each baby is accompanied by an enormoua 
basket full of nondescript articles of all 
kinds ; the amount of milk alone, bottled 
for the desert journey, must have been 
something marvellous.) I proffered my as- 
sistance, and euccGcdedj with some difficulty, 
in abstracting a Boda-water bottle full ol 
roilk, the cork of which obstinately refused 
to come out. Seeing me looking for some-* 
thing to pull it -with, the Ayah silently 
handed me a hair-pin, no doubt her usual 
assistant on 3uch occasions. With a pang of 
pity for the poor baby I tried to remove 
the cork with the pin, and of course found 
it a totally useless instrument, but Captain 
Blair rushing in at that moment with bis 
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hands fiJ], I seized upon him without 
scruple, as the milk was for his own baby- 
He took the bottle away, aud gave it mc 
back without n cork at aE. I adminis- 
tered a spoonful lo the baby, who refused 
to touch it, and then, finding I was more 
wanted elsewhere, was obliged to stick the 
bottle upright in the basket and leave 
iL I pity them when it was carried into 
the van nest morning. Poor Mrs, Young 
had been brought on shore in a dead faint, 
with blue lips, and looking Lke a corpse; 
but after pouring pure brandy down her 
throat, and rubbing her stony cold feet, she 
revived a little. There was no room to lay 
her down ; the moat we could do for her 
was to prop Iier against a carpet-bag, and 
put some doaka under her head. Mean- 
while, Dr. Andrews was waadering about, 
like a perturbed spirit, in search of hia 
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lost carpet-bag, alternately ctuestioning hia 
wife and the nurse as to where it was last 
EeeB, aoi begging somt? lady to let him see 
the name on llie bag sbe had converted into 
a pillow or scat. Captain Blair was chari- 
tably engaged in carrying in relays of ham- 
saQLlAviches to the furnishing ladles and cliil- 
dreii, Mr, Campbell was Btanding at the 
door, playing ball with a number of oranges 
we had commissioned him to buy for our ^ 
desert journey to-morrow. He had had a 
great fight with the Arabs to get two dozen 
for a rupee. Neither Nora nor I could leave 
our various patients to attend to him, and 
he was obliged Ut pile them on the table^ to 
the intense envy of all the children who 
were not asleep. Suddenly llr. Hunter ap- 
peared, to say that after searching every- 
where, " that little blue carriage-bag was 
nowhero to be seen;" which announcement 
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created great consternation in hu wlfe^s 

mind. 

**Tou know, Miss Leslie, it cuatains the 
keys of everything we have, besides all the 
children's powdera that the doctor gave me 
for them to take every eveiiiog,'' 

I mentally thought, "Tou unfortunate 
httle creatnres ; I fervently hope the bag 
may not be fouud to-night^ so yon may have 
- one less chance of being poisoned." 

"Ton remember, sir," aaya the nuise, 
" there were three bags left out, and I 
handed you the blue one last, as it was most 
important/' 

"Go and look once more, my dear," said 
the ansioua mother. But when Mr, Hunter 
returned ag£un &om hi^ fruitless search It 
was determined that be and the nurse must 
go back to the large steamer and csamine 
every comer- 
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Rtying tho poor woman her eight miles' 
row in the dark, all amongat the sharks 
again, I offerecl my services to hold the habj 
dunng her absence; an oSer ibankMly re- 
ceived by the poor mother, whose arms were 
occupied by her eleeping Johnnie. That 
poor iniant I I shall never forget its appeur^ 
ance. It had been very iE on board, and 
now lay perfectly still and apparently uncoa- 
GciouSf and evidently long pa^t the crying 
Btage- I thought it must be dead, and 
touched its little hand, which was fiery hot 
find tightly clenched. 

" It 13 not nearly bo feveriah as it waa yes- 
terday,^' eaid the mother, in answer to my 

look. 
** Poor thing I" thought I, " they have not 

told you.*' 

A lull of comparative repose followed, till 

Mr. Hunter and the nurse returned with — 
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alas ! — no bag; and dreadful confusion com- 
menced again, for it was time for tlie first set 
of vans to start, and all the passengers to go 
in tliem were busy collecting their things, 
and rousing the poor children from their 
i"estlesg slumbers^ to be properly wrapped up 
before encountering the keen night air of 
the desert. 

I stood admiring the dexterity with vrhich 
Mrs, Hunter's nurse was rolling up the Laby 
in an infinity of coverings, ending by placing 
two or three folds of a thick blue veil over 
its face, so as effectually to prevent its 
breathing, and, turning the little bundle over 
to its mother, procGcded to invest Master 
Johnnie m the same manner. Poor child! 
fold after fold went over him, till I am sure 
he could move neither hand nor foot, nor cry 
if he wished it ; and as his father, who had 
been helpleaaly looking on also, lifted up the 
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little mummy to carry him down stairs^ he 
laughed, half apologisingly to me, saying, 
*' They think it necessary to wrap him up 

BO," 

" He is an Indian child," said the nurso, 
Heverelyj in answer to my look of astonished 
commiseration. And so they all passed oxit. 

I could hear poor little Mrs. Hunter, aa 
die took leave of us all, murmuring to her- 
self, "Andallthechildren'spowders!'* while 
old Mrs- Bell croaked out beliind me, *^ They 
don't know how ill that child is. They 
TFon't attend to me» miss ; but I tell you it 
can't survive this night/' 

It didj however^ in spite of her prophecy, 
and I have no doubt is well yet. 

The room being now somewhat clearer, 
we who remained began to make oui'aelves 
more comfortable. 

"People talk of the luxurious way in 
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which overland passengers travel " said Mrs, 
Clement; " I -y/ish they could see us now-'' 
We got a mattresB dra^d in for Mrs, 
Young, and she seemed to sleep peaceably 
on it- Another mattress was shared between 
three ladies, and, after a relay of eajid- 
wichcfl and oranges, we composed ourselves 
to quiet till the next set of vans should 
start. I shall always look back on that 
night aa one of the most exciting I have evor 
known, during which I got through a greater 
amount ofhard work than at any other time 
of my life. Too much excited to think of 
sleeping, I got a carpet-bag for a prop, aod 
sot reviewing the room. I never saw any- 
thing so ugly as the Dutcli women aad 
children looked. The little Andrewses wene 
lying in all manner of positions on the divan, 
and looking like marble cherubs. Mrs. An- 
drewfl was aLting on the floor, leaning against 
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a cajpet-bag, with her baby in her arms. 
Dr. Andrews said she had be^B holding the 
baby in just that position for forty-eight 
houra, 50 1 suppose it was ea^er to her than 
any other. 

" This is the third night," Baid she, *' that 
I have epent silting on the floor with the 
baby, as my little giil was so ill I was 
obhged to give her up my berth," 

Poor "woman 1 what an undertaking bring- 
ing home all those children must have been. 
Every moment one required more covering 
or its position altering, and all night this 
sort of colloquy went on: "Peggy, Peggy, 
get up," P^^gy^ being fast asleep, was just 
roused sufficiently to rock an imaginary baby 
in her arms, (Major Seward said he was 
sure she dandled a baby always in her 
eleep.) '^ Peggy, you are asleep I think; 
Miss Annie wants some milk; get up." A 
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second glimmer reaching Peggy's brain, 3be 
anatclied a pillow from tinder a little sleep- 
ing head and began patting and soothing it; 
on which, Mrs. Andrews giving her a harder 
push, ahc woke up, rubbing her eyes> and 
was directed to find the milk; but when 
brought, Miss Annie refused to drink it be- 
cauee it had no sugar. " There now, Peggy, 
you have foigottcn the sugar; go out and 
see if joii can buy some from the people of 
the house," Peggy disappeared, but soon 
returned, saying, "There was no one up in 
the house to give her eugar-'* And ns the 
young lady^s still refusing to touch fclie milk 
without it evidently distressed her mother 
very much, I suggested that Mrs. Schneider 
had fiome, aa I had seen her giving it to her 
baby. But I was sorry as soon aa I said it, 
for Pe^y, scorning to address herself to the 
little Malay nurse, remorselessly shook up 
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])oor Mrs. Sclmeidcir berself, who rose in a, 
very resigned mamier and gave out tbe sugar. 
Ab out batch of vans was to start at four 
o'clock a.Mt Mr, Gordon came to warn 113 
Ijeforeliand ; and, having collected all otit 
things, we descended to breakfast, and got 
some good strong coffee. A sleepy Arab 
brought in an immense bowl full of eggs and 
some br<?ad-and-b utter, for "which refection 
we were charged five shillinga a head. Then 
the extortionate innkeeper levied a tax of a 
rupee each on every man, womanj and child 
— even those who had only spent on hour in 
the house — for the privilege of sitting on the 
Gtone fioor of his saloon. Considering ho 
has four sets of Indian passengers monthly, 
upwards of a hundred each lime, lo say no- 
thing of the AustraUan mails, 1 should think 
his fortune ought to be rapidly made. Now 
that we were homeward-bound voyagers, we 
VOL. n, Q 
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found a striking diiTerence in the ideas 
the Transit Compaoy on the subject of h 
gage. Long experience has, I snppas^l 
warned them that it is useless to interfere 
with Indians on this point; and we werel 
allowed to stow our two cages of parrot^ 
the bos with the cats^ and a leather bag forj 
ourselves, into the van without a wonl 
remonstrance from the driver, while if 
had ventured on taking half that amount of j 
packages in coming out, there would have 
been a great iliss made instantly. 

By the time we reached the Sifit hailing 
station, the sun waa very hot. The only 
difference we saw in the desert was that oar 
old friends the semaphores were in ruinSj 
and a bran new electric telegraph ran right 
across to Cairo* Aa for the meab provided, 
they might hare been the same ones we left 
on the tables last vear: but the horses 
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very little spirit in theraj having taken all 
tlte Australian and Bombay passengers across 
ju9t before US. They seemed scarcely able to 
drag the vans skmg, and made tts so latc^ 
that at the middle station, instead of the 
prescribed rest of two hours, the coachmen 
wished to huny us on quickly; but this 
both Mrs. Andrews and Mrs. Schneider 
highly objected to, saying their babies re- 
quired more rest; and havlog been promised 
two hours, they would not give up a miuute. 
Towards the close of the day^ we b^au to 
feel keenly the want of last night's sleep, 
and Nora was getting thoroughly knocked 
up; indeed, at the third station most of the 
children were too wearied to cry even, and 
the ladies too tired to eat: they could only 
lie down- 

What with the heavy roads and the worn- 
out horses, it was four o'clock in the mom- 
Q2 
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ing before we reached Cairo, ae miserable 
aet of mortals as could ivcU be eeeiL M 
Stafford had promised to keep rooms for 
and had actually waited up all night to te 
us there was no room at " Shepherd's 
and we miaat go to ** L'Orient," where, afU 
many delays, we were at length conaigue 
lo our rooms ; though not to perfect reposH 
for we were informed we must be up i 
breakfast by eight, as the train for Alca 
andria started at nine ; and Nora was by th 
time too ill to allow of my leaving her til 
she had fallen asleep- Conaequently, I h 
the pleasure of lyiog down for about 
hour, but not of closiDg my eyes, aa th 
people in the hotel seemed to be thinking c 
anything but peaceful slumbers. At breab 
fast we met several of our jaded fellow- 
passengers, compelled, in spite of all fatigu^ 
to hurry on. Fortunately, Mi's. Young 
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lira. Bliur had lieen able to procure an in- 
valid van for tte desert journey, so were 
not aa completely dead as I expected tbem 
to be. They arrived barely in time to be 
put into the train for Alexandria; rather 
trying work for such delicate people. 

We reached the station just in time to see 
the train disappearing, and felt nothing but 
a sensation of intense relief 1 really thought 
Nora would not have been able to go on at 
all, and we were both at the moment too 
tired to care whether we missed the steamer 
or not* The railway officials seemed exceed- 
ingly astonished to bear our exultation at 
being too late ; but jas all the Andrews 
family, Messrs, Stafford, HayeSj and others, 
were in the same predicament, we were gra- 

bciously informed that another train would 
be despatched in the course of the day, 
tboogh we had at least an hour to wait 
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while they determined when it should start. 
HoTvCTer, we were allowed to leave our 
luggage and all the peta under lock and k^, 
and started -with renewed epirits to see 
something more of Cairo- While we were 
getting donkeys, we stumbled on our old 
dragoman, Omar, who instantly recognised 
and wished to shake hands with us; bat, 
although we declined that honour, he kindly 
insisted ou taking the whole party under hia 
charge, and escorted ua to see the lions. 
The excitement and exercise revived as 
considerably. The bazaara were of course do- 
Hghtftil — livings breatbing realisations of the 
"Arabian Nights;" and our rrfterated ex- 
pressions of admiration seemed as suiprising 
to Mr. Stafford as our delight at Aden had 
been, he having been too much accustomed 
to Orientals to understand the pleasure of 
being jostled by a crowd of dirty Arabs, 
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and deafened by their noisy cries. We had 
heard a great deal of the mosque, but could 
not admire it after Delhi and Agra* What 
ever it may have been, it ia now irretrievably 
spoiled by the vulgar mixture of imilation 
CorinthiaD pillars, French chaudeUers, and 
taivdry gilding, with bits of the aolemu old 
Moorish -looking railings and carving. Of 
conree we saw the Mameluke's Leap, with 
which everybody is bo familiaTj both from 
descripdoii and pictures, and then returned 
to the hotel to get rotob tiffin, and started 
by one o'clock in the railroad* I cannot 
think why the other paseengera were not 
idlowed to wait quietly, and come with us; 
bnt it seemB the only idea of the Tranat 
Company to hurry you breathlessly through 
Egypt, 

We had a merry party at Khafileh, similar 
to the luncheon we had there in coming out. 
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thougli not as numerous a one as it was 
then. The Egyptians appear to have an im- 
mense appreciation of fun, aiid, though tlioy 
cannot understand the point of your joke, 
■will always laugh -with you for sympathy, 
When the Arab waiter came round, after 
the repast, to collect hig bucksheeeh, Mr. 
Hayes amused himseli' by sajTng nothing, 
but ataring fisedly at him. The poor waiter, 
after two or three efforts to break through 
tliis Elony gaze, gave up the attempt, and no 
doubt, believing firmly in the power of the 
evil eye, looked rather doleiul about it- 
But when, just as we were leaving, he re* 
ceived an unexpected half-crown from his 
tormentor, he instantly comprehended the 
exquisite drollery of the joke in its fullest 
extent, and was prepared to believe Mr. 
Hayea a wit of the very highest order. 
The floatiflg bridge acro33 the Nile is now 
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finished, and was regarded by the gentlemen 
of our party with intense reverence^ It was ■ 
planned, I beheve, by Mr. Stephenson, and 
looks like a huge platform mounted on two 
little Bteamers, with machinery so arraaged 
that it can be adjusted each day to the rise 
and fall of the rirer, in order that the same 
even surface may always be preserved at tlie 
lop, on which the train 13 pushed fi'om the 
shorcj and carried over lo the other side 
wilbout giving the pasacngers the trouble of 
chan^g their seale. We crossed very satis- 
factorily; but after what seemed a most un- 
accountable delay on the other aide, we 
asked when they meant to go on, and were 
informed that a telegrapliic message from 
Cairo had just been received, to the effect 
that two camcle, carrying boxes with im- 
portant despatches from Irdia, having broken 
down in the desert and been left behind, the 
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accident had only now been discoveredj and 
■we were directed to wait till the nmaiBg 
maila arrived in Cairo and could be de- 
spatched to uSp This pleasing picoo of in- 
telligence efTectually put an end to the hopes 
of a quiet night's test at Alexandria, with 
wlucb -we had been deluding ourselves. 
HeaUy we were almost beginning to look 
upon sleep as a work of flupererogation. Aa 
one weary hour of the night passed on afler 
another, without bringing the desired train 
that was to release us from our tedious in- 
action, we strove to make believe the leather 
cushions of the carriage were as cumfbrtable 
aa a bed could be ; but, as every one knows, 
when you arc anxiously awaiting the arrival 
of anything tlmt may appear at any moment, 
all chance of sleep Is hopeless. The poor 
little Andrewses were too much worn out 
to care further about anything, and Dr. 
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Andrews had long ago come to the con- 
clusioTi lliat it WBB most unwise for people 
with large families to tliink of travellmg at 
all; but fortunatelyj there being many va- 
cant carriages in the train, he was at present 
able to ecparatG himself from the cares of his 
numerous little charges. Some of the gentle- 
men fraternised witli the railway officials, and 
spent the night in nnlimited supper and 
cigars, hearing innumerable charactcnstic 
anecdotes of the road. 

After an age of waiting and wondering, 
we started at last, and were turned out in 
Alexandria a Uttle after four in the morn- 
ing, having been fifteen hours on the way 
instead of eight An unfortunate individual 
had been wailing all night at the railway 
station, with a note from Mr, CampbeU, 
saying he had eecured rooms for ua at the 
Oriental^ and thither our wayworn party 
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proceeded, more dead than alive. By five 
o'clock -we had gaiacd our rooms, but not 
by any means nndisturbcd quiet, for the 
passengers who bad preceded ua were wak- 
ing up fresb and alert., invigorated witli Lheir 
nigbt^s rest, and preparing to make tha most 
of their abort time in Alexandria; bo our 
ears were regaled on all sides by ^liort 
scraps of the ^' Ratcatcher's Daughter/' and 
Other popular melodies, intermingled with 
shouts for hot water. At eis, Mr- Groidoa 
was knocking at onr door^ informing us we 
must go off about changing our passages and 
separating our luggage ; and so ended out- 
third night without sleep, and we looked 
fonvard to the certainty of undisturbed pos- 
session of the two little berths, however 
narrow, in the ateamer with imalloyed do- 
light, a consummation which at home no 
powers of persuasion would have made mc 
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believe I could ever have arrived at. As 
we liiirriedly resumed our walking attire^ 
Ve could not resist ejaculating Mr, Camp* 
hell's favourite expression of '* Hard lines T 
"We were driven firat to the luggage-yard, 
Tvbere a scene resembling the Suez one in 
our outward route was being enacted. Hav- 
ing selected one or two indispensable trunks, 
Mr. Campbell, -with rollcd-up siceves] kindly 
proceeded to pEunt ** Marseilles" on each, in 
letters a foot high, effectually stamping hlni- 
Btlf on our minds thereby, as it is impossible 
to this day to efface the lelterSp We then ad- 
journed to the office, and found the exchange 
of passage more easily accomplished than we 
liad anticipated, the Company generously 
giving you back five poundsi which nearly 
pays half your transit through France. 
Having plenty of idle time on our hands, 
we visited Pompey's Pillar, and found it 
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of course traced all over with the illustrioos 
signatures of Brown, Jones^ and Robinson. 
At Alexandria there are some very good 
shops, and many of the ladiea took this op- 
portunity of providing thcmselvea with the 
litest fashions ; but^ aa we were to spend a 
day or two la Paris, we restricted our pur- 
chases to light literature, that useful edition, 
tho " Tauchnilz Library/' being procurable 
in any number- 
On reaching the Valetta, which was to 
convey us to MarsoUes, we found her a 
much Gmallcr Btcamcr than we had yet been 
in ; sharp and narrow, with very raking 
masts and high bulwarks. We were told 
these latter were imperatively necessary, as 
she cut through the rough wavea instead of 
risings and consequently waa almost always 
under water. Having deposited our various 
belongiugs in our cabin, we went with Mr. 
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Gordon to bid a tender adieu to our be- 
loved cats, who were to perform the long 
sea-voyage. The accommodations on board 
the Jndti$ were certainly firat-rate, and 
when Mr, Campbell returned with us to 
the VahiiOj he expressed great pity for 
our limited space; but wg triumphed over 
him by representing it was but for five 
daya, while the passengers for Southampton 
could not hope to quit the watery element 
imder a fortnight, and would be nearly 
certain to have bad weather in the " Bay" 
besides. 

Our dinner party that flfternoon waa the 
most hilarious I have ever seen. Tho Friar 
fiurpasscd himself, and the Bombayites looked 
enviously at our end of the table. But, 
alas I OUT mirth was of short duration, for the 
wind commenced freshening that evening,' 
and continncd to do so till it blew a gale, 
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and we wert? pitcIieJ lunil tossed about unmer- 
cifully. The unfortunate Friar, looking for- 
lorn and deplorable^ ivas driven to sit in the 
snloon, from hia cabin, which was forwarj, 
being flooded with sea-water, and the con- 
tents of his portmauteau floating on the sur- 
face. The night before we reached Malta 
waa very bad : Nora was terrified out of her 
seuseaj and the passengers, many of them, 
sat in the saloon all night* About two 
o'clock there was a terrific shock and craab ; 
tlie array of small-arms at the end of the 
saloon came down with a clatter; then n 
calm for a second, the poor little steamer 
quivering and trembling like a frightened 
child, find a few scared ludivlduala started 
out of their cabins. But next monung we 
were in smoother water, and a benevolent 
old lady, in talking over the night's adven- 
Inres, told ua: "When that dreadful shock 
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carae, my first thought was, * Oh, I hope 
those dear little parrote have not suficrcd !' " 
This lady, with her daughter, friend^ and 
maid, were returning from an excursion up 
the Nile. It was their second tour, and they 
liad penetrated beyond the fifth cataract, en- 
tirely without masculine ^d (from their own 
countryinea at least); as she herself ex- 
pressed it, "That creature men is utterly 
useleBs, aad simply in the way/' The only 
article she coneidcrcd absolutely necessary 
on the journey was a pipe of claret, the 
drinking water being so bad. 

The weather had been too rough for the 
Valeita to display her powers of epeed, and 
shortly aft^r dropping our anchor at Malta, 
the stately old Indus entered the harbour, 
and in the streets and shops we were con- 
tinually meeting our former companions, 
who vainly pretended to crow over us. The 
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Fera had just arrived witli the English mall, 
aud the nieetjng of outward and homeward- 
bound passengers presented an amusing con- 
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glococration of styles of drees. The former 
were in all the agony of etiff " all-roundere," 
Koah'B-ark coats, silky chunney-pot hatpS, and 
dandy caneg^ while the latter wore loose 
shooting-coals and wide-awakes, with pughe- 
rccSf and a general air of preference of cocch 
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fort over appearance pervaded them eiU, in 
striking contrEigt to the acrupulous neatness 
of ihePera passengers. We laughed heartily 
at the manly determmation with wUch Mr. 
Stafford pulled his enormous white gills 
higher up to hia eyea, with British obadnacy 
asserting hia right to hold hia own, whatever 
the fashion might be. 

Our passage from Malta to Marseilles was 
apeedy and trnnquilT and wc bad lovely 
glimpses of far-diatant hilla and sunny land* 
Bcapes- Dirty, disagreeable Marseilles pre- 
Bented no inducements to linger, and having 
paaacd the custom-houae with the greatest 
facility as regarded our baggage, but finding 
French uocoannonly difficuU from the Hin- 
dostanee words which would slip out con- 
tantly^ we took our seats in the train, with 
great satisfaction at being once more on 
ierrujirfna in Europe; our simple-minded 




^. 



S44 



THE TIMELY RtTTREAT f OB^ 



friend, Mr. Stafford, rejoicing in the dia- 
covery of a carriage expressly set apart for 
smokers, which at once coovinced him of 
the good £61130 of the French nation. 

At Avignon wc were turned out for reireah- 
meuts, and tbe whole tralnful rushed hungrily 
en masae to a long room, where a d^jeiiner 
was laid out, and cards, affixed to the wall^, 
indicated the moderate sum of 3 fr. 60c- for 
the repast. But the twenty minutes flew 
speedily away, and a thin, sharp little woman 
made a tour of the half-satisfied passengers, 
apparently extracting the uniform eum ol 
25 fr. from each, which eome were foolish 
enough to pay without hesitation. Ab the 
bell was ringing itiriously for departure, sho 
advanced, with a sweet smile, upon Mr> 
Stafford, and the infatuated youth was about 
to hand out hia sovereign, when I stopped 
hini, saying that, as Mr, Gordon had only 
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paid that amount for us three, it was a clear 
case of imposition to demand the same sum 
from one individual. The waitress instantly 
lowered her charge to 18 Ir., and, as the 
train was just about to start, he gave it her, 
and had to endure a shower of facetious re- 
marka from his friends on his having been eo 
completely *' taken in and done for," of which 
fact he was tardy of conviction ; but at last 
it forced itself on his unwilling mind, to- 
gether with the a^ravating clause that " the 
woman was not even pretty." 

On amviBg in Paris we at once drove to 
the H6cel Caaiiglione, knowing from former 
experience that it was a well-ordered house- 
hold, and, as we had a great deal of shopping 
to get through, a central position was need- 
ful. We could scarcely realise that it was 
indeed a twelvemonth since our steps had 
strayed over the Kue de la P^ux and the 
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Boulevard dea Italiena. Everytbmg eeemed 
imcLauged, and the stream of life and bustle 
was as rapid as ever. What exquisite silks 
the " Compflgnie Lyonniuse*' displayed, and 
how artistically the ^vindowa of the ** Trois 
Quartiers" were arranged. We could hardly 
t«ar ouraelvea away from euch faecinations, 
and were really glad of the excuse of the abso- 
lute necessity of buying dresses and bonneta 
for the approaching Txindon season, till we 
barely left ourselves money sufficient to pay 
our tickets to London; and had not Mr, 
Gordon luckily been able to lend us some 
coin (he not having equal temptations to 
expend), our stay in Paris might have been 
unpleasantly prolonged. 

We chose the Calais to Dover route, as 
presenting the shortest bit of Channel to cross, 
and werej I must say, most inhospitably r^ 
ceived in England by a drizzling r^n and 
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picTcing cold, making the poor Indians 
shrivel icto notliing. But evetything seemed 
beautifiil to our eyes— the May hedges juat 
budding into leaf, and the honest-looking 
clods of earth in the ploughed fields — in 
comparison Tvith ihe arid, parched sand of 
India. The London Custom-house ofBcera 
deserve unlimited praise for the tender 
manner in which they treated our bo^ceSi 
such as we had with ub, tlio greater part 
having gone round by Southampton, But 
the gentlemen all got into difBcultiea about 
their cigars. The French officials had al- 
lowed twenty cheTx>ots to each traveller duty 
&ee, but the English rules ^vere far more 
stringent, to Mr> Stafford's extreme disgust. 
We here bid farewell to kind Mr, Gordon 
and all our companions, as our routes di- 
verged considerably. 
Very few of our Irieods expected us by 
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this mail at all, and not one had an idea ofour 
coming by Marseilles; therefore^ on driving 
paat tlie house of a cousin, we positirely sent 
the inmates into hysterics. One of them, 
happening lo be idly standing by the win- 
dow, recognised us, and, breathless and ox* 
cited, proclaimed to the household, " The 
Leslies have come horae I" Mamma was out 
of town, and intended to meet U9 at South- 
ampton ; so we went to an aunt's house, 
which was instantly thrown into a &antic 
state of CDDfusion, not only by our aixival, 
but the irruption of so numeroua a family of 
parrots, while the servants dreaded the cock- 
roaches, which they were convinced were 
lurking somewhere. 



Merdfiilly, indeed, were we guided to 
England^s shoree; scarcely in time, for within 
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a month after our tetnm home the -witle- 
spreading and disastrous fire of mutiny broke 
out> and wrapped the peaceful scenes of our 
kte wanderings in a sheet of flame. There 
was no real necessity for our commg home 
within the appointed time — many reasons 
might have tempted ua to prolong our atay in 
India — and I behcve the fixed detetmination 
of purpose which we evinced was regarded 
by many of our friends as simple perversity- 
NotD I can sec how providentially all things 
were overruled for our safety- 

I Lave purposely avoided alluding to any 
of the horrors lately enacted in Bengal, pre- 
ferring to give my readers a picture of what 
India once was — what it may be ag^, we 
trust, when the Dove of Peace shall once 
more fold her wings on its now diatrocted 
plains. 

It is. Indeed, difGcuIt to believe that so 
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many fiiendly companions of our past year 
have really fallen in such an unlimely man- 
neij but not bo difficult to realise that the 
light-hearted youths we have so often joked 
mth and laughed at should prove them- 
selves, in the hour of need, heroes of such 
sterling mettle — heroes whom England may 
well be proud to count among ber sons. 
Surely the vaunted deeda of classical war- 
riora grow pale and faint before the match- 
lees heroism of our modem Paladin 5- 

And now for our own aex. In times of 
sidkncse and sorrow we know of old no true 
woman's heart ever finis, nor do her apiiits 
flag till the evil day be overpaat; but in 
BCeueg of horror and bloodshed human eyes 
have rarely looked upon, we are hardiy 
prepared to find our sisters acting with a 
calm devotion, and meeting their cruet 
deaths witb a proud eubtnisaion which. 




A TEAH US BENGAL. 



251 



while it must have nerved the arms ol' 
their coimtryraen around with superhuman 
strength (alas, that in so many cases it 
should have been so unavailing I), may well 
cause us who stand hy in security — power- 
lesB to aid, while listening to the tale of 
their bitter wrongs — to wonder, while our 
eyea are dimmed and our throbbing hearts 
beat high, if the land that has been thus 
hallowed by such a baptism of our country's 
blood shall ever be allowed to pass from 
the handa of our descendants! Does not 
the deep heart of England respondj '* Grod 
helping us^ never!" 



THE END. 
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